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GrnTLemen,—In my last lecture I gave a general survey 
of the physiology of our mental functions, showing how in- 
dissolubly they are bound up with the bodily functions, and 
how barren must of necessity be a study of mind apart from 
body. I pointed out that the higher mental operations 
were functions of the supreme nerve centres; but that, 
though of a higher and more complex nature than the 
functions of the lower nerve centres, they obeyed the same 
physiological laws of evolution, and could be best approached 
through a knowledge of them. I now propose to show that 
the phenomena of the derangement of mind bear out fully 
this view of its nature ; that we have not to deal with dis- 
ease of a metaphysical entity, which the method of induc- 
tive inquiry cannot reach, nor the resources of the medical 
art touch, but with disease of the nervous system, disclosing 
itself by physical and mental symptoms. I say advisedly 
physical and mental, because in most, if not all, cases of 
insanity, at one period or other of their course, there are, 
in addition to the prominent mental features, symptoms of 
disordered nutrition and secretion, of disordered sensibility, 
or of disordered motility. Neither in health nor in disease 
is the mind imprisoned in one corner of the body; and 
when a person is lunatic, he is, as Dr. Bucknill has re- 
marked, lunatic to his fingers’ ends. 


progress. 
ysed sensibility and movement, in consequence of the 
in the brain which it has initiated, the patient is sent 
to the hospital ; but when a blow on the head has caused 
mental derangement, in consequence of the disease of brain 
which it has initiated, the patient is sent to an asylum. In 
like manner, one man who has unluckily swallowed the eggs 
a tenia, and has got a cysticercus in the brain, may 
the hospital ; another who has been similarly unlucky 
to an asylum. Syphilitic disease of the brain or its 
ies lands one person in an asylum with mental sym- 
predominant ; another in an hospital with sensory 
and motor disorder predominant. The same cause uces 
different symptoms, according to the part of the brain which 
particularly affects. No doubt it is right that mental 
derangements should bave, as they often require, the special 
of an asylum, but it is certain 
n ate is n 
reach to their pathology and to the method of its study. So 
long as this is the case, we shall labour in vain to get exact 
scientific ideas concerning their causation, their pathology, 
“Cleeing th the letel ible f: 
ing, then, the question as completely as possi rom 
the haze which aaieeieae has cast around it, let us ask— 
How comes idiocy, or insanity? What is thescientific mean- 
ing of them? We may take it to be beyond question that they 
are not accidents; that they come to as every other 
event in nature does, by natural law. y are mysterious 
visitations only because we understand not the laws of their 
production, casualties only because we are t 
of task: comatilty. When a bivw um tho hod ar on - 
mation of the membranes of the brain. has prodyced de- 
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rangement of mind, we need not look further for a cause: 
the actual harm done to structure is sufficient to account for 
disorder of function in the best-constituted and best-deve- 
loped brain. But it is only in a ee of cases 
of insanity that we can discover such a di physical ocea- 
sion of disease. In a great many cases—in more than half, 
certainly, and perbaps in tive out of six—there is something 
in the nervous organisation of the person, some native 
peculiarity, which, however we name it, predisposes him to 
an outbreak of insanity. When two persons undergo a 
similar moral shock, or a similar nged anxiety, and 
one of them goes mad in consequence, while the other 

to vag dye goes to work and recovers his equanimity, it is 
plain that all the co-operating conditions have not been the 
same, that the entire cause has been different. What then 
has been the difference? In the former case there has been 
present a most important element which was happily want- 
ing in the latter—there has been a certain hereditary neu- 
rosis, an unknown and variable quantity in the equation. 

Perhaps of all the erroneous notions concerning mind 
which metaphysics has engendered or abetted, there is 
none more false than that which tacitly assumes or ex- 
plicitly declares that men are born with equal original 
oes | capacity, opportunities and education determining 
the differences of subsequent develop t. The opinion is as 
cruel as it is false. What man can by taking thought add 
one cubic either to his mental or to his bodily stature ? 
Multitades of human beings come inte the world weighted 
with a destiny against which they have neither the will nor 
the power to contend ; they are the step-children of nature, 
and gran under the worst of all tyrannies—the tyranny of 
a bad organisation. Men differ, indeed, in the fundamental 
characters of their minds as they do in the features of their 
countenances, or in the habits of their bodies ; and between 
those who are born with the potentiality of a full and com- 
plete mental development, under favourable circumstances, 
and those who are born with an innate incapacity of mental 
development, under any circumstances, there exists every 

ion. What teaching could ever raise the congenital 
idiot to the common level of human intelligence? What 
teaching could ever keep the inspired mind of the man of 
genius at that level ? 

The congenital! idiot is deprived of his human birthright ; 
for he is born with such a defect of brain that he cannot 
display any, or can only display very feeble and imperfect, 
mental functions. From no fanlt of his own is he thus 
afflicted, seeing that he wust be held innocent of all offence 
but the offence of his share of original sin; but it is nowise 
so clear that it is not from some fault of his parents. It is 
all too true that, in many cases, there has observably been 
a neglect or disregard of the laws whieh govern the pro- 

of human development through the ages. Idiocy is, 
indeed, a manufactured article; and although we are not 
always able to tell how it is manufactured, still its im- 
portant causes are known, and are within control. Many 
cases are distinctly traceable to parental intemperance and 
excess. Out of 300 idiots in Massachusetts, Dr. Howe 
found as many as 145 to be the offspring of intemperate 
parents; and there are numerous scattered observations 
which prove that chronic alcoholism in the mt may 
directly occasion idiocy in the child. I think, too, that 
there is no reasonable question of the ill-effect of marriages 
of consanguinity: that their tendency is to produce dege- 
2 of the race, and idiocy as the extremest form of 
such Jensbatliom, I do not say that all the children of such 





marriages may not sometimes be healthy, and some of them 
quite healthy at other times; but the general and ultimate 
result of breeding in and in is to produce barrenness and 
sterility, children of a low degree of viability, and of im- 
perfect mental and physical development—deaf-mutism, 
and actual imbecility or yw 6 Again, insanity in the 
parent may issue in idiocy in the offspring, which is, so to 
speak, the natural term of mental degeneracy when it pro- 
ceeds unchecked through generations. It may be affirmed 
with no little confidence, that if the experiment of inter- 


marrying insane persons for two or three generations were 
tried, the result’ would be sterile idiocy and extinction of 
the family. Certain unfavourable conditions of life tend 


unquestionably to produce degen of the individual ; 

the morbid predisposition so gen is then transmitted 

to the next generation, and, if the unfavourable conditions 

continue, is in it; and thus is formed a morbid 
~ 
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* variety of the human kind, which is incapable of being a 
linkin’ the line of progress of . Nature puts it 
~ under the ban of sterility, and ‘thus ts the t 
degradation of the race.' Morel has traced, through four 
* generations, the family history of a youth who was ad- 
: mitted into the asylum at Rouen in a state of stupidity and 
. semi-idiocy; thesummary of which may fitly illustrate the 
‘ nataral course of degeneracy when it goes on through gene- 


' vations. 


First generation: Immorality, depravity, alcoholic excess, 
and moral tion, in the pire mosaen. ib eg who was 
killed in a tavern brawl. 

Second eration: Hereditary drunkenness, maniacal 

in general paralysis, in the grandfather. 

Third generation: Sobriety, but h hondriacal tenden- 
cies, delusions of persecutions, and homicidal tendencies, in 

the father. 
~ Fourth generation: Defective intelligence. First attack 
_ of mania at sixteen ; stupidity, and transition to complete 
: a Furthermore, probable extinction of the’ family ; 

for the generative functions were as little developed as 
~ those of a child of twelve years of age. He had two sisters 
who were both defective physically and morally, and were 
classed as imbeciles. To complete the proof of heredity in 
this case, Morel adds that the mother had a child while the 
father was confined in the asylum, and that this adulterous 
child showed no signs of degeneracy. 

When epilepsy in young children leads to idiocy, as it 
often does, we must Ferre. Se look for the deep root of the 
mischief in the family neurosis. 

No one can well depute that in the case of such an er- 
treme morbid variety as a congenital idiot is, we have to do 
with a defective nervous organisation. We are still, how- 
ever, without more than a very few exact descriptions of 
the brains of idiots. Mr. Marshall has recently examined 
and described the brains of two idiots of European descent. 
He found the convolutions to be fewer in number, indi- 
vidually less complex, broader, and smoother than in the 
apes ; “in this respect,”’ he says, “the idiots’ brains are even 
more simple than that of the gibbon, and approach that of 
the baboon.” The condition was the result neither of 
atrophy nor of mere arrest of , but consisted essen- 
tially in an imperfect evolution of the cerebral hemispheres 
or their parts, dependent on an arrest of ‘reo haem 4 The 
proportion of the weight of brain to that of body was extra- 
ordinarily diminish We learn, then, that when man is 
born with a brain no higher—indeed lower—than that of 
an ape, he may have the convolutions fewer in number, and 
individually less complex, than they are in the brain of a 
pry re and an orang; the human brain may revert to, 
or below, that type of development from which, if the 
theory of Darwin be true, it has gradually ascended by 
evolution t h the 


ages. 

With the defect of organ there is a corresponding defect 
of function. But there is sometimes more than a simple 
defect. A curious and interesting fact, which has by no 
means yet received the consideration which it deserves, is 
that, with the appearance of this animal type of brain in 


idiocy, there do sometimes or reappear remarkable 
animal traits and instincts. is a class of idiots which 
may justly be designated theroid, so like brutes are the 
members of it. The stories of so-called wild men, such as 
Peter the wild boy, and the young savage of Aveyron, who 
ran wild in the woods, and lived on acorns, and whatever 
else they could pick up there, were certainly e 

at the time. These d ed beings were pon Pre ly idiots, 
who exhibited a somewhat striking aptitude and capacity 
for a wild animal life. Dr. Carpenter, however, quotes the 
case of an idiot girl, who was seduced by some miscreant, 
and who, when she was delivered, gnawed through the um- 
bilical cord as some of the lower animals do. And Dr. 
Crichton Browne, of the West Riding Asylum, records a 
somewhat similar case in a young woman, not an idiot 
naturally, but who had gone completely demented after in- 
sanity. She had been in the habit of escaping from home, 
and of living in solitude in the woods, feeding upon wild 
fruits, or what she could occasionally beg at a , and 
sleeping in the brushwood. She had frequently lived in this 
manner for a fortnight at a time. During one of these ab- 
sences she was delivered of twins; she had sought out a 
sheltered hollow, and there, reverting to a primitive in- 
stinct, gnawed through the umbilical cord. The twins were 





alive when found two days after birth,but the mother was 
ina exhat state, having had no food or coveri 
since her delivery. “We have at Salpétriére,” says Esquirol, 
“an imbecile woman, who uséd to earn a few sous by doing 
rough household work. It has happened on several: occa- 
sions that as soon as she got her sous she took them to a 
labourer, and gave herself up:to his brutality; but when 
she was pregnant she went no more to him.” . 

In the conformation and habits of other idiots the most 
careless observer could not help seeing theape. A 
instance of this kind is described by Dr. Mitchell, Deputy 
Commissioner in Lunacy for Scotland. “I have never,” he 
says, “seen a better illustration of the ape-faced idiot than 
in this case. It is not, however, the face alone that is ape- 
like. He grins, chatters, and screams like a monkey, never 
attempting a sound in any way resembling a word. He 

uts himself in the most ape-like attitude in his hunts after 
and often brings his mouth to help his hands. He 
what he brings to his mouth ‘vith an apish hold. 
thumbs are but additional . He has a leaping walk. 
He has heavy eyebrows, and short hair on his cheek or face. 
He is muscular, active, and not dwarfish. He sits on the 
floor in ape fashion, with his genitals always e i. He 
has filthy habits of all kinds. He may be an idiot of 
the lowest order ; yet there is a mischievous, brute-like in- 
telligence in his eye. His head is not very small, its greatest 
circumference being twenty inches and a half, but ia shape 
it strongly exhibits the ape-form of abnormality.” 

Pinel has recorded the case of an idiot who was some- 
thing like a sheep, both in respect of her tastes, her mode 
of life, and the form of her head. She had an aversion to 
meat, and ate fruit and vegetables greedily, and drank 
nothing but water. Her demonstrations of sensibility, joy, 
or trouble, were confined to the repetition of the ill 
lated words, b¢, ma, bah. She alternately bent and raised 
her head, and rubbed herself against the belly of the 
who attended her. If she wanted to resist or e 
discontent, she tried to butt with the crown of head ; 
she was very passionate. Her back, her loins, and shoulders 
were covered with flexible and blackish hairs, one or two 
inches long. She never could be made to sit on a chair or 
bench, even when at meals; as soon as she was in a 
sitting posture, she glided on the floor. She on the 
floor in the posture of animals. ; 

Dr. Crichton Browne has now under care, in the West 
Riding Asylum, a deformed idiotic girl, who in general ap- 
pearance and habits has points of resemblance to a goose ; 80 
much so, that the nurses who received her described her as 
just like “a plucked goose.” Her father died in th 
asylum, and her mother’s sister was also a patient in it 
one time. She is 4 ft. 2in. in height, has a small 
and thin and scanty hair, so that the crown of the head is 

lly bald. e eyes are large, round, prominent, and 
restless, and are frequently covered by the eyelids, as if by 
a slow, forcible effort at winking. The lower jaw is large 
projecting more than one inch beyond the contracted upper 
jaw, and possesses an extraordinary range of antero-poste- 
rior, as well as lateral, movement; the whole configuration 
of the lower part of the face having a somewhat bill-like 
appearance. The neck is unusually long and flexible, and 
is capable of being bent backwards so as actually to touch 
the k between the scapula. The cutis anserina is 
neral over the body, but is most marked on the back and 
orsal aspects of the limbs, where it looks exactly as if it 
had been just deprived of feathers. The ‘nferior of 
the scapule stand prominently out, and movjng with 
the movements of the arms have isely the appearance 
of rudimentary wings. The girl utters m0 articulate 
sounds, but expresses pleasure by cackling like a goose, and 
displeasure by hissing or screaching like a goose, or perhaps 
like a macaw. When angry, she flaps her arms against her 
sides, and beats her feet upon the floor. She knows her own 
name, and understands one or two short sentence’, such as 
«Come here” and “ Put out your hand.” She recognises 
the persons who attend upon her and feed her, and is much 
agitated if touched by a ee She cannot feed herself, 
but swallows voraciously all that is put into her mouth, 
showing no preference for one article of diet over av . 
She is dirty in her habits, and no amount of attention has 
improved her in this respect. She is very fond of her bath, 
cackling when she is put into it, and screeching when she 
is taken out of it. ' 
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It is a natural question, Whence come these animal traits 
and instincts in man? Whence was derived the instinct 
echaiy Macoaerenen Ha aaaiin 

as it ly the reappearance of a ve 

instinct of animal nature—a faint echo from a far distant 
past testifying to a kinship which man has almost out- 
too proud to acknowledge ? No doubt 

are marks of extreme human degeneracy, 

to call them so; degenerations 

are as natural as natural law can make 


terpretation which they must certainly 


have. way ce tone tnt bearer tos tae bere f 


course of its development, pass the same stages as 
the brains of other vertebrate animals, and that its transi- 


through countless i it 
wonderful, as at the blush it might do, that it should, 
in a condition of arrested development, sometimes 
lay animal instincts. Summing up, as it were, in itself 
the leading forms of the vertebrate type, there is truly a 
brute brain within the man’s; and when the latter 
i isti tas hwman—when it 
remains arrested at or below the level of an orang’s brain, 
it may be presumed that it will manifest its most primitive 
functions, and no higher functions. 


just adduced which offer even the glim explanation 
of the origin of these animal traits in man. We need not, 
however, confine our attention to idiots only. Whence 
the savage snarl, the destructive disposition, the 

the wild howl, the offensive habits, dis- 

e insane? Why should a human being 

ever become so brutal in character 

the brute nature within him ? In 


person who truly ruminates: bolting his 

idly, he retires afterwards to a corner, where at his 

1 pe Me a in into the mouth and 
masticates it as the cow does. I should take up a long time 
19.3 sreubte cqminenads the wedions tydtedibe ckesnetetitien 


say that some strong facts and arguments in su 
of Mr. Darwin's ews might be drawn from the faa of 
morbid We may, without much difficulty, 
trace pete ole er isation, as we can trace animalism in 
savagery in the ion of insanity, in the wn- 
ae so to —— uman kind, there are exhibited 


ve development 
convolutions of which have increased in size, number, and 
complexity, will hardly now be disputed. Whether the 
fragments of ancient human crania which have been dis- 
covered in do or do not testify to the existence of a 
barbarous race i before historical time, they 
certainly mark a race not higher than the lowest surviving 
human variety. Dr. Prichard’s comparison of the skulls of 
the same nation at different periods of its history led him 





inferior to that of a developed white woman, and 
the brain of a white idiotic 
opment. Mr. Marshall has 
also recently examined the brain of a Bushwoman, and has 
disccvered like evidence of structural inferiority: the pri- 
er convolutions, although all it, were smaller and 
much less complicated than in the European; the external 
connecting convolutions were still more remarkably defec- 
tive; the secondary sulci and convolutions were everywhere 
decidedly less developed ; there was a deficiency of trans- 
verse commissural fibres; and in size, and every one of the 
signs of comparative inferiority, “it leaned, as it were, to 
the higher quadrumanous forms.’”’ The developmental dif- 
erences between this brain and the brain of a European 
were in fact of the same kind as, though less in degree 
than, those between the brain of an ape and that of man. 
Among Europeans the average weight of the brain is 
greater in educated than in uneducated persons ; its size— 
other circumstances being equal— bearing a general re- 
lation to the mental power of the individual, Dr. Thurnam 
concludes, from a series of carefully-compiled tables, that 
while the average weight of the brain in ordi Eu- 
ropeans is 49 ounces, it is 54°6 ounces in distinguished men ; 
and poy ie cline a4 found a remarkably complex arrange- 
ment of the convolutions in the brains of five very eminent 
men which he examined. Thus, then, while we take it to 
be =a tee re that the a of the 4 
brain have undergone a consi evelopment throug 
the ages, we may no less justly conclude that its larger, 
more + te — ee Ri roman the 
higher and more mental activity to the progressive 
evolution of which their progressive increase has answered— 
that they manifest the kind of function which has deter- 
mined the structure. The vesicular neurine has increased in 
quantity and in quality, and the function of the increased 
and ed aman structure is to display that intel- 
ligence it unconsciously embodies. The native Aus- 
tralian, who is one of the lowest existing savages, has no 
words in his language to express such exalted ideas as 
justice, love, virtue, mercy; he has no such ideas in his 
mind, and cannot comprehend them. The vesicular neurine 
which should embody them in its constitution and manifest 
them in its function, has not been developed in his convo- 
lutions; he is as incapable, therefore, of the higher mental 
displays of abstract reasoning and moral feeling as an 
idiot is, and for a like reason. Indeed, were we to imagine 
a person born in this country, at this time, with a brain of 
no higher development than the brain of an Australian 
savage or a Bushman, it is perfectly certain that he would 
be more or less of an imbecile. And the only way, I sup- 
pose, in which beings of so low an order of t 
could be raised to a civilised level of feeling and thought 
would be by cultivation continued through several gene- 
rations; they would have to undergo-a gradual process of 
humanisation before they could attain to the capacity of 
civilisation. 

Some who one moment own freely the broad truth that 
all mental manifestations take place through the brain go 
on, nevertheless, to straightway deny that the conscience 
or moral sensibility can be a function of organisation. But 
if all mental ions are not in this world equally func- 
tions of organisation, I know not what warrant we have for 
declaring any to be so. The solution of the much-vexed 
question concerning the origin of the moral sense seems to 
lie in the considerations just adduced. Are not, indeed, our 
moral intuitions results of the operation of the fundamental 
law of nervous organisation by which that which is con- 
sciously acquired becomes an unconscious endowment, and 
is then transmitted a’ more or less of an instinct to the 
next generation? They are examples of knowledge which 
has been hardly gained through the suffering and experience 
of the race being now inherited as a natural or instinctive 
sensibility of the well-constituted brain of the individual. 
In the matter of our moral feelings we are most truly the 
heirs of the Take the moral sense, and examine the 
actions which it sanctions and those which it forbids, and 
thus analyse, or, as it were, decompose, its nature, and it 
will be found that the actions which it sanctions are those 
which may be ed by sober reason to be conducive to the 
well- bed the D ig ctor of the race, and that its prohi- 
bitions upon the actions which, if freely indulged in, 
would lead to the degeneration, if not extinction, of man- 
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the human race to live back 


pier an estimate of this more racently introduced 
agent, which is supposed to dominate over that 
scourge of humanity, pain, and its consequence, 


by a. rene ny ee 
chronie . 


best stayer disease and 


a| only when 


gression. 

have been made in ‘vain if they serve to fix in out 

conviction that the law of progressive evolution 

specialisation of nerve-centres, which may be traced 

emp the first appearance of nerve-tissue in the 

‘ anitmals to the complex structure of the nervous 

system of man, and specially from the rudimentary appear- 

ance'of cerebral convolutions to the numerous and complex 

eonvolutions of the human brain, does not abruptly cease 
its action-at'the vesicular neurine of the hem 

continues in force within the intimate ———e mental 

Moreover, they are specially to purpose, 

that they enable us to understand in some sort how 

: ‘or destruction of the moral sense is 

of mental derangement: 

te product of mental organisa- 

culture, it is the first to testify 

. Not that we can detect 


will th 
minds t 
avid. 


possess. might almost as well 
lott 'ba Savover the eaateny of wgunt ithe telesseps. 


na 
ON 
HYDRATE OF CHLORAL IN CANCER. 
By WEEDEN COOKE, 


SURGEON TO THE CANCER HOSPITAL. 

Berne ever on the watch for remedial agents which may 
mitigate the sufferings of patients afflicted with caucer in 
its various forms, when the local affection cannot be re- 
moved by operation, I have recently employed the hydrate 
of chloral, with the view of testing its hypnotic value as 

with the different preparations of opium and its 
alkaloids, administered either by the mouth, by the rectum, 
or_hypodermically; and also as compared with ‘the ex- 


* Poster, in his “ on Decision’ of Character,” makes this con- 
peer tie individea! climecter, almost In the words Gsed, bat the up- 
Y of it to the race, and the conclusion drawn, are of course not his, 











of 
skin there can be no n for the use of the 
and where there A etn a deere that ner 
refuse to undergo daily, pricking with these little instra- 


innoeuous. 
The.cases I have to record are these :—~ 
1. A poor fellow, aged about has lioma’ 
anus. He has been in several hospitals. By the employment 
of opium and conium externally and internally; the pain is 
abated, but his digestion, whieh is naturally good, is 
thereby much upset. He was put upon ten grains of 
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hydrate of chloral, three times a day, since which he has 
been more free from pain, and the ion is not now in- 
ered with. 
poste’ yrodes alpense’ senses of peP eg yams 
mi acute i ially in back, twenty 
f chore! al produces a comfort- 
iba 
cea al altieiicase of the cca, duliniienn te the 
attended with much pain, and the patient is subject 
attacks of gout. Tin quae the hydrate of 
en three times a day. this he is made per- 
, and there is no sickness. He takes his 
well, and the gout has subsided. 
A very case of epithelioma of cheek, with perfo- 
atten: with much pain and difficulty in taking 
well with twenty grains of No 
morning ess. Appetite good. 
I recent]; to see a very anmmic lady, suffer- 
ughi om pion Se gl nga y canine os 
ess and severe pain. dying. 
He han eos soctennd to conhot Sodenmeiiie te ton ceeite 
with five minims of prussic acid, three times a 


A most painful case of psoriasis of the lips and fauces, 
the mucous membrane being quite destroyed, leaving a raw 
surface. A time under treatment by various surgeons. 
Relieved enti aay’ gaye dy of chloral three 
times a day, i e patient to take food comfortably, 
which has not been case for a long time. 


E-Fibek 


Ep Ets 


8. Another case of uterine cancer, with great pain in the 
back, is made comfortable by ten ine of chloral three 
aday. Pain in back gone, takes food well, and sleeps 


one case of uterine annews. the potent pavine the in- 
opium into the rectum, as being more efficient in 

the relief of pain; and in another case of cancer of the 
breast, with severe bronchitis, there was a com- 
t of headache and some delirium at night. But I am 


inclined to think that the dose had been too in this 
case—viz., thirty grains. Thus far, as a night ht, I 
have found twenty grains quite sufficient. t when pain 
is persistent, the pom, vader cae three times a day gives the 
i i is no headache, no sickness, no 

tite, nothing to hinder the patient taking exer- 

so far as the disease will permit, pursuing his 


The method of administration by Mr. Squire— 
namely, the addition of syrup tolu and peppermint 
water, is perfectly satisfactory. 

Trusting that these happy results may not prove falla- 
Seenee Songeasep, I present them hopefully and thank- 


iy. 
Upper Berkeley-street, April, 1870. 





ON A PURELY MILK DIET IN THE TREAT- 
MENT OF DIABETES MELLITUS, BRIGHT’S 
DISEASE, DISEASE OF THE SUPRA-RENAL 
CAPSULES, FATTY DEGENERATION, &c. 


By ARTHUR SCOTT DONKIN, M.D., 
LECTURER ON FORENSIC MEDICINE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM, AND 
PUYBICIAN TO THE SUNDERLAND INFIRMARY AND DISPENSARY. 


(Concluded from page 579.) 


Txe pathological conditions of chronic 
nephritis being such as previously described, let us consider 
how they are beneficially affected by a skim-milk diet. 

The first appreciable action of skim-milk, taken to the ex- 
tent of six or seven pints daily, is that of a most energetic 
diuretic, a profuse flow of urine being rapidly produced. 
The effect of this, in Bright's disease, is to flush the urini- 
ferous tubules, and to dislodge and wash out the concrete 
casts of diseased epithelial cells by which they are blocked 





up and distended. This emptying of the tubules relieves 
their pressure on the surrounding secondary capillaries ; the 
blood begins to flow more freely through them: the disten- 
sion of the primary Malpighian capillaries is relieved, less 
and less albumen escapes through their walls until the renal 
circulation is gradually restored, when it finally disappears 
from the urine. While this beneficial change is progress- 
ing, healthy epithelium is developed in the tubules, and the 
urinary excrement is withdrawn from the blood. In short, 
a healthy nutrition becomes re-established in the kidneys 
through the agency of milk, which, above all other sub- 
stances, seems to exercise a controlling influence over this 
process,—so much so that Dr. Karell, in the valuable con- 
tribution already referred to, in endeavouring to explain its 
curative power over many diseased conditions, calls it a 
“regulator of nutrition.” 

The administration of milk causes the immediate absorp- 
tion into the blood of a large quantity of albumen im a 
condition specially in the of nature for 
assimilation and nutrition, as well as every substance 
requisite to nourish ney, Consequently, in the disease 
under consideration, it quickly restores the albumen to 
the blood, and removes its hydremic condition ; the specific 
gravity of the serum is soon raised to a healthy standard, 
and the deficient red corpuscles are replaced. Under these 
circumstances the dropsical effusion is rapidly absorbed. 
Milk, then, does not merely remove the me nyt simply 
ena © Dna SEneiny WE enter Som Sy doen 4 
is done by © uretics, but, ee ee 
its return by restoring the healthy condition of blood, 
and this, too, with a rapidity which cannot be effected by 

other remedies. 

would be absurd to contend that cases of chronic 
 -nayogy us nephritis so far advanced that the destrue- 
ion to kidneys is irre can be cured. Neverthe- 
less two of the cases which I have recorded, as well us 
several others which have come under my own observation, 
convince me that most cases, in which second stage is 
not too far advanced and the disease a 
others of a fatal character, can be cured by 
I have indicated. 

In an able contribution in the Edinburgh Medical Journal 
for September, 1864, Dr. W. H. Dickinson, of London, in- 
troduced water to the profession as a most valuable remedy 
in the treatment of “ albuminuria in children.” He advo- 
cates the administration of water in large quantities in con- 

mence of its non-irritating diuretic effect—the diuresis 
relleving the swollen ed tubules and geen 3 
The water treatment, however, is by no means so 
as.the skim-milk method, and for 
cannot mais Se —— albumen BM ps blood-serum 
nor the materi or the development corpuscles. 

No better illustrations could possibly be furnished of the 
wonderful effieacy of an exclusive skim-milk diet in removing 
renal dropsy than the two cases recorded in my previous 
contribution. In the case of W. M—— the dropsy was so 

t as to threaten the immediate destruction of life; yet 
no than 24 Ibs. of dropsical fluid were removed in nine 
days, at the end of which period it had entirely disappeared. 
This case, however, illustrates the necessity of a rigid per- 
severance with the remedy; because, as stated, the 
patient, thinking himself cured as soon as the had 
subsided, began, contrary to instructions, to of 
various kinds of food offered by the other patients in the 
ward, the result being a severe exacerbation of the disease 
and a rapid return of the dropsy, which threatened to be 
immediately fatal, but which, nevertheless, was again sub- 
dued by beginning the treatment de novo. > 

I have very seldom found the skim milk with 
my patients, and never known it to produce di On 
the contrary, it generally induces constipation—a 
which, though it frequently requires to be comeled a 
mild Janofive, | maw reseed ac © suriede. Sectestien Ses e 


milk is with ~~ and producing the bene- 
ficial operation for which it has been prescribed. 
The milk may be given warm or 


inclination of the patient; it must not, however, be 
as a temperature of 212°, I feel certain, either 
he rie hace rae 





614 Tse Lancet,] DR. TAYLOR ON AN IMPROVED METHOD OF CATARACT EXTRACTION. [Apri 30, 1870, 








by altering the molecular arrangement of its casein, or by 
destroying some vital agency with which it is endowed. As 
to the time of administration, it may be given in four meals 
daily, with an interval of four hours between each; or it 
may be taken at shorter intervals and in smaller quantities, 
but in such a way that six or seven pints are consumed by 
an adult in the course of twenty-four hours. Should the 
stomach be delicate, or digestion impaired, or should chronic 
vomiting exist, the treatment must be begun by giving one 
or two pints, or even less, in small divided doses during the 
first day, the quantity being gradually increased from day 
to day until the requisite amount is reached. In cases of 
chronic vomiting, bismuth may be prescribed at the same 
time with advantage, as well such many other remedies as 
may be indicated by the nature of the case. Should these 
precautions be taken, no difficulty or inconvenience will be 
experienced. 

must further add that the cream must be carefully 
skimmed from the milk, which, for this purpose, should 
previously stand twenty-four hours, when the weather will 
permit. The cream, in consequence of the butter which it 
contains, most certainly acts injuriously in the chronic 
affections amenable to this treatment; besides, it has a 
strong tendency, when taken in large quantities, to disorder 
the stomach. In diabetes it is most injurious. 

I have had but one opportunity of treating a case of 
disease of the supra-renal capsules with a skim-milk diet, and 
with a result which I consider well worthy of being re- 
corded. The appellation of “‘supra-renal asthenia,” given 
to this remarkable affection by Jaccoud in his valuable essay 
on the subject,* is certainly appropriate, inasmuch as the 
characteristic asthenic cachexia invariably attending its 
progress is, as he justly terms it, “ une asthénie croissant 
jusqu’d la mort.” The case to which I refer is, I believe, 
the only one in which a recovery has been effected after the 
symptoms of the malady were unequivocally developed. 

The patient, W. S——, aged forty-three, a tall, strongly 
built man, occupying an important post under the River 
Wear Commissioners, of temperate habits, and without any 
hereditary taint, began to lose flesh and strength, and to 
suffer from gastric pain and uneasiness, with loss of appe- 
tite. These symptoms continued to progress for eighteen 
months, at the end of which period he had lost four stones 
in weight. At this time—October, 1867—I began to attend 
him in consultation with my friend, Dr. Evans, of Sunder- 
land, his medical attendant. The loss of flesh and strength 
was now so great that he was unable to rise from bed or 
dress any ee aeecoe His pulse was feeble and 
very frequent, the uency being atly increased on 
assuming the sitting attitude. There as po Hr emaciation 


and anwmia, loss of appetite, — vomiting, and great 


nneasiness and , with a feeling of numbness, in the 
Ma ar and left hypochondriac regions. On the surface 
+ Sh et peak eens — pseee 9 a San. behind, and 

y, large i arly s patches were observable, 
of a deep, distinct bronze pa some of these patches 
were more than a foot long and nearly as broad. There 
was no elevation of the surface, nor alteration in the struc- 
ture of the skin. Neither the face nor the extremities were 
affected. The bronzing was well developed and unmistak- 
able, but the iar cachexia and asthenia were still more 
so. The condition of the patient led to the conclusion that 
he was labouring under serious organic disease ; but as none 
could be detected in any of the important organs after most 
careful and repeated examinations, the diagnosis arrived at 
was, that he was ing under Addison’s disease ; while 
the prognosis was of the most gloomy character. 

Under these circumstances, the skim-milk diet was begun 
and rigidly followed out; and iodide or potassium in five- 
grain doses, and the same quantity of tincture of iodine 
thrice daily, were prescribed. Under this treatment the 
condition of the patient rapidly improved; and at the end 
of six weeks butcher’s meat and bread were allowed to din- 
ner in addition to the milk, and he was sent into the country, 
where he continued to improve and regain his flesh and 
a while the gastric symptoms gradually and finally 
subsided. The treatment was continued without alteration 
during the winter, and in the following spring his health 
was completely restored, so that in April he was examined 
by the members of the Sunderland Medico-Chirurgical So- 


s afovenu Dictionnaire de Médecine et de Chirurgie Prati ues, tome v., 





P 





ciety at their meeting then held. It was then observed 
that he had regained about 2} stones in weight; and 
that all the symptoms of the disease had disappeared, ex- 
cept the bronzing of the skin—a fact which tends to show 
that this peculiar discoloration, when once produced, is per- 
manent and indelible, after every other indication of the 
disease to which it owes its origin has been removed. The 
patient when presented to the Society expressed himself to 
be quite well, and able to follow his usual occupation. He 
continued to enjoy increased strength and excellent health 
for eighteen months after this date. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, in October, 1869, he began to suffer from shortness of 
breathing on exertion, and was suddenly and unexpectedly 
seized, on the 22nd of that month, with an attack of hemo- 
ptysis, and died asphyxiated, apparently from the rupture 
of an aortic aneurism. An autopsy was not permitted by 
the relatives of the deceased; but certainly the cause of 
death had no connexion whatever with the original malady. 

Space will not permit me fully to illustrate the thera- 
peutic influence of a skim-milk diet in cases of fatty dege- 
neration and obesity; the modus operandi of the y> 
however, is apparent. Skim-milk affords no pabulum for 
the development or nutrition of fat, existing either ab- 
normally in diseased muscular fibre or in adi tissue in 
cases of obesity. An exclusively skim-milk diet will there- 
fore be found, in cases of polysarcia and of diseased tissue 
often associated with it, to be a much more potent and 
agreeable remedy than the system termed Bantingism. 

In consultation with my friend Mr. R. Robson, of Durham, 
in April, 1867, it was determined to adopt this treatment in 
the case of a lady suffering from great dyspnea on the 
slightest exertion, but in whom no valvular disease of the 
heart could be detected to account for it, nor any other 
cause whatever, except fatty degeneration, which we had 
good reason to believe had commenced in the heart and 
elsewhere in the museular system. Our patient had long 
indulged in an excessively fatty diet and sedentary habits, 
and she was in a state of t obesity. A skim-milk diet 
was prescribed, and strictly adhered to for several months, 
and with a marvellously good effect. The symptoms of 
angina pectoris soon began to subside, and ultimately dis- 
appeared altogether; while the obesity was remarkably 
diminished, and the patient enabled to enjoy exercise freely 
and without inconvenience. 

Sunderland, Feb. 1870. 








OBSERVATIONS 


on aN 


IMPROVED METHOD OF CATARACT 
EXTRACTION. 
WITH ILLUSTRATIVE CASES, 


By CHARLES BELL TAYLOR, M.D. Epry., F.R.C.8.E., 


SURGEON TO THE NOTTINGHAM AND MIDLAND EYE INFIRMARY. 
(Concluded from page 583.) 


In the preceding cases it will have been observed that, in 
spite of numerous contraindications, I operated on both 
eyes at one séance. In the following, for various reasons, 
one eye only at a time was selected. 

Case 7.—Mr. D——, from Swaton, near Sleaford, aged 
eighty-eight years. This gentleman was in fair health, but, 
on account of his great age, was an unfavourable subject 
for any operation. As in the case of persons of great age, 
atropine exercised a very unfavourable influence upon him, 
and the instillation of a few drops, used with the view of 
dilating the pupil, produced a violent attack of mania. The 
whole house was upset by this contretemps, and his female 
relatives declared that he should not have any further 
operation performed upon his eyes, that it was ri to 
hope a person of his age would recover, &c. The pupils did 
not respond in the least to the influence of atropine, appa- 
rently from old adhesions. The brow was un ly pro- 
minent, ornamented with coarse overhanging cilia; and, 
owing to senile absorption of orbital fat, the eyes, very 
small in themselves, were sunk to a most inconvenient depth. 
In spite of these contraindications, his great age, and the 
unfortunate delay which his mental condition had ocea- 
sioned, I had sufficient confidence to urge him to submit to 
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the operation, which was accordingly done, under chloro- 
form, on the left eye. He had no pain at the time, none 
after; was up on the fourth day, and returned home on the 
pe wee saw a bed result. ant gto - is — 
is overhanging u id, the pupil ect 
clear, and the eye brilliant. The oph a reread 
the existence of a large patch of atrophy by the side of the 
optic dise, and the nerve was cupped. He recovered suffi- 
cient sight to be able to potter about his farm, and thought 
so little of the operation that, in his ninetieth year, he re- 
turned to beg of me to repeat it upon his right eye. 

Casz 8.—Thomas H——, aged eighty-three. This feeble, 
rheumatic old man was a pauper in the Nottingham Union, 
and my attention was called to him on account of blindness, 
the result of cataract in both eyes. I did not notice any- 
thing iar in his manner, and to operate the 
next day, when I extracted the cataract from the right eye. 
On to see him on the evening of the same day, I 
found he had removed the pads from his eyes, was voci- 
ferating loudly, and altogether conducting himself in an 
extraordi manner. I then learned that he had long 
been ially imbecile. For some days he was much ex- 
cited, exhibited numerous delusions, and gave me much 
anxiety. In spite of all, he had no bad symptoms, and re- 
covered most excellent sight. 

Case 9.—Paul M——, of Mansfield, aged eighty-five, blind 
two years from cataract; free from manifest di , but 
suffering from the effects of senile decay. I extracted on 
the right eye. He recovered without a symptom, and 
now spends most of his time in eo writing. A few 

ago he called on me to announce his intention of shortly 
submitting the left eye to operation. 

Case 10.— Mrs. C——, St. Nicholas almshouses, aged 
seventy-nine. This was one of the most unfavour- 
able subjects for operation I ever saw: , feeble, ma- 
rasmic, emaciated, with thin, wrinkled skin, naturally deli- 
cate; and having led a life of close and sedentary occupation, 
she was bowed down with age, infirmity, erty, and, I 
may add, exceptional misfortune, as she undergone ex- 
traction on the left eye four years before by Daviel’s method, 
and lost it by suppuration of the flap. She had suffered so 
much after this operation that she she would not 
submit to any further attempts to restore vision, and con- 
sequently remained in darkness four years. I felt warranted 
in assuring her that, with chloroform and my method, she 
would not suffer at all; and, having narrowly escaped set- 
ting fire to herself, she, with fear and trembling, consented. 
She lived in a small room, which contained her bed, very 
badly lighted, and most inconvenient for operation, and she 
was dependent on i visits from her daughter for 
attendance; nevertheless, to oblige her, I operated at her 
own residence. She had not the test at the time 
or after, remained in bed only two days, and recovered most 
excellent sight both for reading and distance. 

Cass 11. — James B——, a ottingham 
Dnion, - ixty-eight. This man was extremely 
feeble and decrepid. He was paralysed on one side, the re- 
sult of apoplexy occurring . He had been blind 


some years from cataract eyes, and, when ex- 
suffered from a species of paralysis agitans, violent 
jactitations, y the i 


paralysed side. 
yspnea and violent fits of 
coughing, so much so that, after a short trial, I was obli 
to give up all idea of inistering chloroform ; I 
operated without it on the left eye. Violent jactitations 
and loss of self-control, on the patient’s part, caused slight 
loss of vitreous, and the wound was slow in healing; but 
he recovered with a beautiful black pupil, good-looking eye, 
and useful sight. 

Case 12.—Samuel W——,, of Beeston, aged seventy. This 
old man, blind for years, had been for long, as his friends 


I operated at his cottage, extracting on the 
loth oya; ened sestening very quell aight. = 





Case 13.— F——,, of Screveton, aged seventy-eight. 
On the occasion of an operation for cataract upon a lady in the 
neighbourhood, my attention was called to this patient by the 
surgeon whom I met in consultation. She was considerabl 
over the middle height, emaciated, and feeble, with wrinkled, 
enamelled-looking skin ; lived in a single-storied cottage ; 
and had been blind for seven years from fully formed cata- 
ract in both eyes. She had consulted an eminent surgeon 
long ago, but did not receive sufficient en t to 
induce her to submit to operation. She declined to come 
to Nottingham, and I therefore operated on her at once, 
using a couple of round tables as a couch. She had little 
or no pain, and recovered excellent sight both for reading 
and distance. 

Casz 14.—William R——, of Nampanton, near Lough- 
borough, seventy-two. This man was Pie | 
feeble and decrepid. The right femur had been di 
on the dorsum ilii, and remained unreduced; so that it was 
difficult to fix him in a position favourable for 
The heart’s action was so feeble that my friend, Mr. Worth, 
who frequently gave chloroform for me, hesitated in this 
case. He had been blind on the left eye for three years, 
and some time on the right. I intended to extract on both 
eyes at once; but he became so faint and collapsed under 
the action of chloroform that I had barely time to extract 
on the left eye. He remained in bed two days; when I 

plied a solution of atropine to the eye ed on, and 

wed ne bo ghee Shortly after I left he became 
violently excited, and exhibited numerous delusions. He 
was so unmanageable that I was obliged to engage a man 
tc restrain him ; and for two following days and nights he 
continued without sleep, and manifested all the phenomena 
of an attack of acute ia, his principal delusion being 
that he was on the top of a wet haystack, and his exertions 
all tended to an escape from this i i elevation. At 
12 o’clock on the third night I was called to him, as his 
attendant—exhausted—had permitted him to get out of 
bed; and I found him under it, vociferating loudly, with 
his eyes e , and declaring he saw as well as ever. 
With some difficulty he was got into bed; and Pe pape 
the mouth, having ed ineffectual, I injected a grain 
under the skin. He shortly afterwards fell asleep, and 
awoke in his right mind. The attack, as in two cases 
already was evidently due to the atropine. In 
spite of his persistent efforts, under delusion, to il the 
result of the operation, this patient recovered without a 
bad symptom ; and, a few days later, I again administered 
chloroform, and extracted on the right eye. He had no 
pain on either occasion, either at the time of r emg or 
after; and recovered excellent sight, with both eyes, for 
reading and distance. 








Case 15.—Mrs.W——, aged sixty-eight, a very obese, feeble 
woman, whose right eye had suppurated after extraction by 
Waldau’s method four years ago, came under my care to be 
treated for blindness, the result of subsequently-formed cata- 
ract in the left eye. The opacity was not quite complete, and 
the eye was very small and deeply sunk. The patient also 
(who was very irritable and frightened) refused to take chlo- 
rofore. I therefore operated without it, encountering many 
difficulties. She recovered, however, without a bad sym- 
ptom, and most excellent sight, both for near and distant 
objects, was restored. 

It is needless to multiply such cases. I shall therefore 
conclude ve never as ( a andl and 
t in 119 cases operated on by my me a pro- 
at of which presented aelevousble features, similar 
to those I have recorded), the eye was a lost, from 
suppuration of the flap, in five instances only. One of these 
was a feeble woman, in her eighty-sixth year, who had 
been blind twelve years; and in whom cataract was com- 
plicated with old adhesions, the result of irido-choroiditis, 
and whose eyes were shrunken and extremely irritable. The 
other four were so feeble that there was not the slightest 
attempt at none from first to last, though the operations 
were completed without the least misadventure. 
Mansfield-road, Nottingham, 1870. 








Tue Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, Victoria- 
park, has received from Her Majesty a donation of £50 
towards the building fund for the erection of a new wing. 
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ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 


Tunspay, Aprum 127H, 1870, 
Dr. Burrows, F.R.S., Prestpent, in THe Carr. 


ON EXCISION OF THE JOINTS FOR DISEASE, AND SPECIALLY 
OF THE KNEE, HIP, AND ELBOW. 
BY FREDERICK JAMES GANT, F.R.C.8., 
SURGEOW TO THE ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL. 
Tue primary object of this paper is to lay before the 
Society the conditions of disease which, in the author’s expe- 
priate for excision of the joints in 


in the coutp Seben odlastivdhe, cot the 


relation of these results to the pathology of the joints sub- 
j to operation. 
necessity either for excision or a npeetinn - 


disease incurability by no 
Seaanibadnens incurability is del meres | s 


that condition of the local 
aan co ay ay reer wy Sh 

without the a of anehylosis, aes 
ee reserve power 


three soetiha hy ome removal wiicf tho Gioeaeel bene, tame 


ped Rane advanced local disease,—if not 
within the provision of the latter clause of the defi- 


Fy age ee eee noe 
tion, will be proportionately unfavourable or unfitted for 
and must be submitted to the the alternative opers- | t 


recovery when unaided by surgical 

bone, a probation which entails long-continued suffering, 
and winately leaves the constitutional vigour reduced and 
inadequate to sustain the contingencies of disease in after- 


ptasan of hee aeens) owwonne Shan considered with re- 
o> excision. This comprises two results: defective 
dof anchylosis for the functional use of the limb, as 


gical conditions, or those of disease, and their ts from 
failures of tion, which severally justify the opemie 
of joint ex , and those also which ally ce & 
the knee, hip, and elbow. The histories of the i lustrative 
cases are , and their analyses appended. 

sata tdllowing general results may be enumerated in this 


. Bmeision proved successful, by one operation, in 16 out 

of "30 cases of the joints referred to 

2. Of the 4 unsuccessful cases, | one operation, 3 were 
cases of scrofulous disease, and of the knee-joint, out of a 
total of 9 cases; the remaining one being chronic 
and of the elbow-joint, out of 

3. Re-ewcision was resorted to in 2 of the 4 cases; 1 knee- 
joint and 1 elbow-joint, the latter with a successful result. 

4, Secondary amputation in 3 of the 4 cases. All 3 were 


3 : 
vapid recoveries. These results tend to chow that if the at- 
tempt to preserve a limb by excision, and even by re-excision, 





of a large joint, as the knee, should fail, the operation is 
not unfavourable to secondary amputation for the preserva- 
tion e 
5. No death ensued in any of the 20cases of the knee, hip, 
or elbow-joints, whatever had been the condition of disease, 
AR al ate OS Sa 
on. 
on Oe mae torengeted by decingn ent he aptaeee 


Mr. Sotty expressed his acknow 
and spoke of the c which had wrought in the 
feelings of the — with ih rand fo excaina Such 

tions were now perf their value fully recog- 
nised, to all great honpitales i butte tulloved tho advantages 
attending them were not sufficiently ees = 
country; and that many limbs which might be saved were 
even now sacrificed by amputation. In cases of failure of 
union, re-excision was almost al practicable; and _ 
believed the chief cause of failure of union was that th 
bones were not kept perfectly still, and that the method of 
putting up the limb was more likely to be at fealt than the 
constitution of the patient. 

Mr. Parrripegs related a case in which he excised the 
knee-joint fourteen years ago, with excellent results. a 
lately the part sustained some injury, a s 
the joie ont vas ere sa, He rend 

tient a recovery. 
ea Woon said that the full value of excision of 
joints had only lately been admitted. The chief difficulty of 
now was to know w to interfere, or rather 


which might be of great ¥: i 
eee its conditions were fulfilled. It was to ponte 
smttnan wine 3 removed by ulceration, He believed, 
a inde of the yee of determining 
when this had that joints a recover not only 
after the rem of cartilage, but after the removal of 
bone itself; and that such removal would be effected by 
poe nage without there for external 


mae eeled 2: ham ie cnn ei, 


bg Mr, Gant in his em 
s College H 
FR a single t incision across the front of the joint, 
fevel with the head of the tibia ; and it was found that this 
incision very much facilitated the cation of the saw. 
Mr. Barweuu expressed his belief that neither the re- 
moval of cartilage nor the gelatiniform of the 
synovial membrane rendered excision necessary. He had 
treated such cases successfully by ordinary means, nbn ym 
with firm pressure. With to the 
moval of bone, he referred to Dr. Sayer, of York, by 
whom that practice had been long ago He re- 
tted that the author had ¢ about the 


amputation, To have had twenty c aoe Hy 
a death was in itself a very Bratitying 

to know what became of piesen< 
gn a 


all necessary care 
| might be guided to a + a 





REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. 


[Arntz 30, 1870. 1870. 617 








were pata very freely, and the muscles recovered full 
power and usefulness. 
Mr. Wiutaisam Apams sme mh! me we should co 
tation and excision rather Gin Tatertes bs 
Pree Pee ap ico Gooner ant life. athena 
ferred to the value of persistent pain, in to = 
of joint disease in the knee, as a 
were extensively implicated ; ona bled described 
Se talon tee division of the neck of the 


to the vote, it was carried almost 
the as Goneenieaphapeeek ieee 
as the previous resolutions upon the 
eme 


Bebieos and Wotces of Bonks 





Nouveau Dictionnaire de Médecine et de Chirurgie Pratiques. 


Tome xii. DYSM—EM. Paris: Baillidre. 1870. 
Tuts great work is brought out with commendable punc- 


tuality, and the present volume is no whit behind its pre- 
decessors in the importance of the subjects discussed in it, 
which happen to be principally obstetrical, and the treat- 
ment they have received. There are thirty-eight articles in 
it, of which the following are the chief :—Dysmenorrhea, 
by M. Siredey; Dyspepsia, by M. Luton; Dystocia, by M. 
Stoltz; Eau and Eaux Médecinales, and Electricity, by M. 
H. Buignet ; Eclampsia, by Emile Bailly; Eczema ahd Ec- 
thyma, by M. Hardy; Therapeutical Action of Electricity, 
by M. Jaecoud; Embolie, by Hirtz and Strauss; Embryo- 
tomy, by M. Tarnier; and Empoisonnement, by M. Tar- 
dieu. It is difficult, with the space at our disposal, to do 
more than indicate the principal points of one or two of the 
articles, which must serve as an indication of the mode in 
which the others are discussed. We select that of Embolia, 
by MM. Hirtz and Strauss. This term, though invented by 
Virchow, only gives expression to an old idea, the fact 
having been known to Bonet, a pathologist of the seven- 
teenth century, and to Van Swieten. The sources of em- 
bolia are very various, and may be arranged in three 

—namely, (1) substances derived from the blood itself; (2) 
substances derived from the vascular walls; and (3) sub- 
stances which have traversed the walls of the vessels, and 
are derived either from the adjoining tissues, or altogether 
from without the body. In the first place, as regards 
fibrinous embolism. This is produced by the transport of 
clots or thrombi formed within the vessels. To form these, 
however, it is not sufficient that the energy of the cardiac 
action should be diminished, but the walls of the.vessels 
‘must also be diseased, either by calcareous or atheromatous 
degeneration, or by aneurismal dilatation of the arteries, 
or by some valvular lesion in the heart, or by varicose dis- 
tension or phlebitis in the veins. To distinguish between a 
clot or thrombus formed during life and a post-mortem 





coagulum, it is essential in every instance to ascertain b by 
microscopical examination the presence of the old formation 
in the middle of the new coagulum by which it is surrounded ; 
the old clot being always recognised by its stratified struc- 
ture and dry character, whilst the recent clot is soft, homo- 
geneous, and contains red and white corpuscles in about the 
same proportion as in the blood. 

The changes which the thrombus is capable of under- 
going are, first, organisation into a solid cord, and, secondly, 
molecular disintegration, the essential parts breaking down 
into a puriform mass. Direct experiments, which consisted 
in the introduction of fragments of muscle, &c., into the 
jugular veins, have clearly demonstrated the power of’ the 
current of blood to sweep such fragments along till they 
become impacted in the healthy pulmonary artery; and 
usually, by reason of their specific gravity, one of the 
branches distributed to the lower lobes of the lung. In the 
aorta the clots usually follow the axis of the current, and 
hence rarely enter the carotids. The order of frequency 
with which the branches of the aorta are attacked is 
splenic, renal, iliac (especially the left, which is not, like 
the right, crossed by the iliac vein), the carotids, subclavian, 
mesenteric, and cwliac axis. When the obstraction occurs 
in the internal organs, the abolition or diminution of the 
functions is the only means by which it can be recognised. 
As a general rule, the nearer the heart the less serious‘are 
the results of the occlusion of a vessel, because the collateral 
circulation is in most instances so readily established ; 
hence it is still doubtfal whether death has ever ensued 
from the obstruction of a cerebral artery. Speaking gene- 
rally again, the result of an embolia is dry gangrene of the 
part previously supplied by the artery. The effects of the 
infarction of a pulmonary and of a splenic artery are well 
given, and are illustrated. Certain special forms of embo- 
lism are described, including (1) gangrenous embolism, (2) 
pigmentary, (3) gaseous, and (4) fatty embolism, of which 
last the occluding material seems to be derived from the 
medulla of bones affected with necrosis, articular suppu- 
ration, and complicated fractures. The pathological im- 
portance of embolism is then treated of, and the article 
concludes with a brief section on the general therapeutics 
of embolism. 

The articles on Dystocia and Embryotomy appear to us 
to be remarkably well worked up, containing a full account 
of all the modern views, and, in the latter case, of all the 
instruments that have recently been suggested in relation 
to their subjects. 

The subject of Eclampsia, by M. Emile Bailly, is also 
very fully discussed. He does not, as usual, limit it to 
puerperal convulsions, but considers that it may occur in 
both sexes, and at all ages; and defines it to consist in the 
sudden supervention of convulsions, accompanied by total 
loss of consciousness, and constantly associated with patho- 
logical conditions of the urinary function and kidneys. Still 
it is common in the female during gestation, and the order 
of frequency he considers to be (1) pregnancy, (2) during 
labour, and (3) in the puerpera! state. Headache, misty 
vision, and epigastric pain are the chief premonitory sym- 
ptoms. The attack resembles the fit of an epileptic, and 
usually lasts only one or two days, terminating then either 
in recovery, some other malady induced by the convulsions, 
or death. The prognosis is bad both for mother and 
child. The chief morbid post-mortem charges that have 
been discovered are the so-called forms of Bright's disease, 
into which the author enters at considerable length. In 
regard to treatment, he approves of moderate bleeding, 
purgatives, diuretics, sudorifics, and nauseating doses of 
tartar emetic, together with acceleration of the process of 
delivery, if imminent or proceeding, as constituting the 
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best preventive means ; whilst he recommends the judicious 
employment of chloroform, cold to the head, dry cupping, 
and the application of the above means during an attack. 

In conclusion, we strongly recommend the purchase of 
this work to those who are desirous of making themselves 
acquainted with the present condition of medical knowledge 
in France. 


OUR LIBRARY TABLE. 

On the Causes, Prevention, and Treatment of Infantile Dis- 
eases. Showing by what means the present mortality may 
be greatly reduced. By Szetpy Norron, M.D. London: 
John Churchill and Sons. 1870.— The main drift of this 


little work is to show that very many of the diseases of | 


infancy, and the consequent mortality, depend upon and 
are caused by, the prevalent practice of feeding infants on 
farinaceous food ; and that the numerous complaints usually 
attributed to the process of teething are, in fact, owing to 
the presence of undigested starch in some part of the ali- 
mentary canal. To support this novel position, Dr. Norton 
brings forward some forcible arguments, and to a certain 
extent he proves his case ; but whether or not to the extent 
he himself believes is another matter. There are some 
practical points of importance in the book, and we can well 
recommend its careful perusal to all those who are interested 
in, and have the care of early life. 


Memoirs read before the Anthropological Society of London, | 


1867-8-9. Vol. III. London: Longmans. 1870. — These 
memoirs convey a good deal of curious information, in- 
teresting alike to the medical and general reader. In 
illustration, we may take the article on the Dancing Girls 
of Southern India, and another on some Tribes in Mada- 
gascar. Some of the papers display an unusual amount 


of learning and physiological knowledge on the part of | 
their writers. Mr. John Cleghorn discusses the character | 
of the Scotch in relation to the soil of Scotland. He | 


holds that the diversity in the men of the two soils of 
Scotland (the east and west) is referable to the diverse 
character of the soil on those sides, and that the inhabit- 
ants are the expression of the soil in the same sense that 
the flora and the fauna of the two sides are its expression. 
Dr. Beddoe, president of the Society, gives an elaborate 
article on the stature and bulk of men of different 
parts of these islands, profusely illustrated by tables. 
The stature, he thinks, is high where the Scandinavian 
element prevails. 
bigger; the dark Frenchified citizens dwindle. The Cornish 
people form a curious exception in that they are tall. The 
southern and south-eastern people of Britain are usually 


shorter than the northerns. Londoners hold a low place for | 


stature. The Scotch clans often have stature peculiarities 
running through them. Dr. Beddoe does not dwell much 
on the relation of bulk or chest-measurement to height. 

Chemistry, General, Medical, and Pharmaceutical, including 
the Chemistry of the British Pharmacopeia. By JoHn ATTFIELD, 
Ph.D., F.C.S. London: Van Voorst. 12mo. 1869.—This 
work has now reached a second edition, which is about half 
as large again as the first one, and contains a good deal of 
new matter. The work is medical and general as well as 
pharmaceutical. 
companion, but also a laboratory guide, thus meeting the 
wants of the medical student in the practical class-room, 
and being of use to him at home in preparing for examina- 
tion. It would be well if the professors of chemistry at our 
medical schools gave more attention to teaching the general 
principles of chemistry in their applications in detail to 
medicine and pharmacy. This aim is a prominent feature 
of the present work, which we commend to the student with 
great confidence. 


The lighter or red-haired races “run” | 


It is not only a reading book and lecture | 


The Monthly Microscopical Journal for April, edited by 
Dr. Lawson, is an unusually good one, containing, amongst 
other subjects—(1) the description of some peculiar fish’s 
ova, by Dr. Carpenter. These were hemi-ellipsoidal, covered 
with villous processes on the attached surface, and with a re- 
markably distinct micropyle. (2) An account of an ingenioug 
apparatus adapted for the employment of Darker’s selenite 
films. (3) A description of a new Stentor, by Charles 
Barrett. (4) Some further remarks on high definition, by 
Royston Pigott, M.A., M.D.; and a paper by J.G. Tatem on 
the development of Monas lens; besides the usual notes and 
memoranda on the progress of microscopical science. 

Introductory Lecture to the Course of Comparative Anatomy 
delivered at the Royal College of Surgeons of England, 1870. 
| By Wiit1am Henry Frower, F.R.S., F.R.C.S., Hunterian 
Professor. London: John Churchill and Sons. 1870.—The 
reprint of this lecture costs but a shilling, and it is worthy 
of being read by biological students and comparative ana- 
tomists, especially that part of it containing the lecturer’s 
remarks on the Darwinian or derivative hypothesis. 

Our Domestic Fireplaces. By Frepertcx Epwarps, Jun. 
A New Edition. London: Longmans, Green, and Co. 1870. 
—The author of this book must have taken great pains to 
master his subject. Everybody is interested in such ques- 
tions as the best way of getting the maximum of heat with 
the minimum consumption of coal; how to manage venti- 
lation and cure smoky chimneys, and how to secure an 
equable temperature diffused throughout one’s house. The 
subject is evidently such a hobby with our author that we 
| are surprised he does not appear to be acquainted with 
Galton’s ventilating stoves. 

The Regimental System in the Army Medical Department 
discussed with a Regimental Commanding Oficer. By J. M. 
Grant, M.D., Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals. 
Grahamstown: Richards, Glanville, and Co. 1870.—A 
pamphlet, printed for private circulation, containing the 
letters which were exchanged between a regimental colonel 
_and the principal medical officer of the Cape command. Our 
readers are well acquainted with the arguments that have 
| been adduced on the two sides; but if these letters do not 





contain anything very new, they are nevertheless good. 
| The Doctor is in favour of the General Staff system, and the 
| Colonel opposed to it. This will be very much the condition 
| of those who read the discussion, for most medical officers 


have already made up their minds on one side or the other. 


The Physiology and Pathology of the Sympathetic or Gan- 
glionic System. By Rosert J. Epis,M.D. (The Transac- 
| tions of the New York Academy of Medicine.) New York: 
| Wood and Co. London: Triibner and Co. 1869.—This part 
of the “ Transactions” consists of an essay te which the 
O’Reilly prize was awarded by the New York Academy of 
| Medicine in 1869. It is valuable in that it contains all that 
| physiologists and pathologists have of late years especially 
added to our knowledge in this direction; and how much 
| their labours have tended to elucidate the processes and 
| mechanism of several diseased conditions our readers are 
| well aware. 

Stanford’s Geological Map of London, showing the Superficial 
| Deposits. Compiled by J. B. Jorpan, Esq., of the Mining 
Record Office. London: Edward Stanford, Charing-cross. 
| —We call attention to this excellent map, in consequence 
| of its interest and usefulness to medical men and others 
resident in London and its vicinity. The map is on the 
| scale of one inch to the mile, and it has been compiled from 
| the published maps and memoirs of the geological survey 
| of England and Wales, and from the maps and memoir 
| accompanying “ Reports of the Medical Officer of the Privy 
| Council, 1866 to 1867,” by R. W. Mylne, Esq., and W. Whit- 
| taker, Esq., B.A. 
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THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


ADJOURNED MEETING OF FELLOWS AND 
MEMBERS. 

Tue adjourned meeting of the Fellows and Members of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, called to consider the pro- 
posed scheme for creating an examining board for each of 
the three divisions of the United Kingdom, and probable | 
legislation with regard to the medical profession, was held 
in the theatre of the institution on Friday, the 22nd inst. | 

The ame Mr. Cock, took the chair at three o'clock. | 

It will be remembered that when the adjournment took 
place at the previous meeting, the resolution which was 
under consideration was,— That, in the opinion of this 
meeting, the establishment and regulation of a single ex- 
amining and licensing board should not be left in the hands 
of the existing medical corporations.’”” To this an amend- 
ment was proposed, “That the word ‘not’ be omitted from 
the foregoing resolution.” 

Mr. Hotmes, who had moved the adjournment, said he 
felt strongly that neither the motion, nor the amendment 
by which it was met, exactly coincided with what he be- 
lieved to be the sentiments of the majority of the meeting. 
The resolution as proposed by Mr. Nunneley would hand 
over the formation of a licensing board entirely to some de- 
partment of the Government. e was, however, quite sure 
that the Fellows and Members of the College did not intend 
to abrogate the chief of their functions, nor did he see how 
any such plan could be carried out as that shadowed forth 
by the seconder of the motion, in which the profession 
would be taken into a kind of partnership with the Govern- 
ment. So far as the amendment was a direct negative to 
the resolution, he should be happy to su it; but he 
could not affirm, as seemed to be inten Mr. 
Harrison, that the formation and management of the pro- 

examining and licensing boards should be left entirely 
in the hands of the existing tions. He therefore 
trusted that both the resolution and the amendment would 
be negatived. If such a course were taken he should pro- 
“ That, in the opinion of this , the examiners 
in anatomy and surgery in the licensing board ought to be 
moaned either wholly or in great part by the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons.” The meeting was aie competent to 
speak for its own College, and he did not think any arrange- 
ment would be satisfactory to the profession, or afford an 
adequate safeguard to the public, unless the College of Sur- 
geons took under its management and care—subject, of 
course to the regulations to be made in the Government 
Bill—the part of the board which referred to anatomy and 
8 y- It was unn to allude to a great that 
been said, not rom in the most courteous spirit, 
at the last meeting about the action of the College, and re- 
flections about “ hole-and-corner” m 
i riate. That meeting assembled 


were 
inapprop th very li 
of who had called it together; and, underthose 
it was not to be woncered at that the course of 


idea 


open to them was not exactly by many. He be- 
lieved that meeting was called in yn fair and proper 
manner, and managed in a proper spirit. (Hear.) Their object 
should be not to cast 8, but to seek to provide the 
medical profession and the public with adequate safeguards 
for a proper, business-like examination for the minimum 
qualification for the licence. The Co of Surgeons had 
never failed to provide a board of examiners of whom the 
profession had reason to be proud. (Applause.) He did not 
think there had ever been a period when the ¢lite of the 
profession—so far as surgery was concerned—had not been 
on the Court of Examiners. This was a very strong argu- 
ment in favour of the continuation of the power of a, 
ment. No other body offered such a guarantee, neither did 
any department of the Government,and their experience of 
governmental action in times past had not been such as to 
induce them to desire to recur to it. They could not, there- 
fore, do better than leave in the hands of the College of 
Surgeons the function of appointing examiners in anatomy 
and . Of course the question must arise, What was 

e College of in this case? If it was 

as at t, the nomination would be in the 





understood presen 
hands of the Council, and perhaps it would be advisable not 


hastily todisturb that arrangement; but the motion which he 
would wish to submit to the meeting would not prevent the 
constituency of the College from taking future action tosecure 
a modification of the internal arrangements of the " 
and thereby more directly affect the appointments to 
examining . It would leave the Members and Fellows 
perfectly free to seek to obtain for themselves wer 
and more freedom of action in the affairs of the College, 
whereas if either the original resolution or Mr. Rogers 
Harrison’s amendment were agreed to, the Members and 
Fellows would be fettered as regards any future reforms 
which might be considered necessary in the constitution of 
the College, or in its relation to the Government and the 
examining board. 

Mr. CuristopHer Hxeatu said the Senate of the Uni- 
versity of London was com partly of Government 
nominees and partly of representatives of the corporations ; 
yet all who had taken any interest in medical education 
during the last thirty years must allow that they had pro- 
bably done more to forward medical education than any 
other body. In this respect the University of London more 
than held its own against the most ancient universities 
with all their glorious prestige. One of the care 
which the Senate of that University had taken to get good 
examiners was, that many of the present examiners of the 
College of Surgeons had been examiners in the University. 
It was therefore evident that a body constituted partly of 
Government nominees and partly of representatives elected 
by the convocation of the graduates could fulfil its fune- 
tions with the greatest success. He hoped the day would 
soon come when the Fellows and Members of the College of 
Surgeons would have the power of bringing their influence 
to bear more directly upon the Council of the College than 
under the present system, when, after a member was elected, 
the constituents had nothing more to do with him for ten 
years. Since the last meeting the Lord President of the 
Council had brought in his Bill; but, as regards po tog 
presentation of the profession, it was a complete nullity. 
There was no more representation of the profession in the 
proposed Bill than in the former one ; but the interests of the 
Councils of the corporations were taken very great care of. 
It could not be denied that in former ne 
the corporations, not even excepting that ollege 
8 ns, had from the line which the profession 
w have wished them to follow, and made regulations 
and performed acts with which the members of the pro- 
fession could not cordially agree; yet in the new Bill the 
interests of those gov bodies were protected, while 
no account was taken of the desire of the profession for 

tation. It that there was some tremor in 
the Couneil as to de et happen at the first meeting 
held by the Fellows and Members. It was supposed that 
there would be such a tumult as no English gentleman 
would take part in; and one of the officers of the 
was sworn in as a special constable. (Much laughter.) 

The Presipent said that many months te he thought 
it right that one of the College servants should be sworn in 
as a special constable, but of course it was with no idea of 
keeping the last meeting in order. 

“Me. Cunssresuns Hears said that at the Council meeting 
on the Tuesday previous to the last meeting a resolution 
was moved by Dr. Humphry, to the effect that it was 
desirable that at least half of the Court of Examiners 
should consist of tlemen who were not and had not 
been members of the Council. It had been felt by the 
Fellows and Members for many years that it was very un- 
desirable, however eminent gentlemen may be, that they 
should come to the office of examiners simply by seniority, 
because that had practically been the system adopted. This 
feeling onpreret to have prevailed within the Coun- 
cil, and so Dr. Humphry’s motion was carried. Yesterday 
week, however, there was another Council meeting, and that 
very motion was not confirmed—it was pottetsied, ; 80 that 
gentlemen who a month ago voted for the separation of 
some of the examiners from the Council had already re- 
tracted their opinions. 

Mr. Quatn.—No, no. 

Mr. Heatru.— It was well known what postponement 
meant. When once a motion was postponed, it would un- 
doubtedly be shelved, unless some great effort was made to 
prevent it. He did not think the Fellows and Members 
could reconcile it with their feelings to support a Council 
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which acted in that way. He did not blame individuals, 
but if there were any interests which clashed with the 
interests of the Fellows and Members as constituting the 
» that clash ou agony a Neely ge ge 

ought to be taken to e their feelings felt within 

il chamber in a more direct way than the present. If 
Mr. Holmes’s amendment were put, i 
and if an addition were made to it, recommending the 
separation of the examiners into two classes, it might per- 
haps facilitate the progressof matters in the Council, where 
some such stimulus was very much needed. 

Mr. Quarn said the statements made by the last speaker 
were such that he could not in honesty remain silent 
respecting them. The statement that the Senate of the 
University of Londen was inted partly by the Govern- 

partly by the uates was true, but it was not 

truth, and the whole truth should be stated or 

The Government supported the University. 

of had spent £248,000 in sup- 

up to last year. Now, what was the 

person taking the degree of a Bachelor of 

University of London? It cost altogether 

out of that sum the person himself only 

So long as the State paid several thousands a 

of the University, it ought to have persons 

its interests and its money; but if the Uni- 

self-supporting, as the College of Surgeons 

no longer t the State to 

anything to do with the matter. (Applause.) In 

, whenever liberty prevailed in the State, the pro- 

fession regulated its own affairs; but whenever absolutism 

was dominant, the State appointed the professors and ex- 

aminers. Were Englishmen then to imitate France in her 

worst days and surrender the principle of self-government ? 

What would the lawyers say if the State proposed to conduct 

their inations? What would the parsons say if the 

ight to appoint examiners for the 

different churches ? hy sh the medical profession be 
singled out to.be red to the low condition of havi 

State interference in their institutions? Mr. Heath 
i meral meeting 


‘ misunderstanding, 
as the motion to which he had alluded was Dr. Humphry’s, 
not Mr. Quain’s. 

e SecrETaRky explained that Mr. Quain’s motion ori- 
was, that four out of the ten members of the Court 
i should be non-members of the Council, but 


tthe Counett 





Dr. Crisp must confine himself to discussing the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Hecxsratt Smrru said that since the last meetin 
the Government had printed its proposed Medical Bill, 
which, while taking from the existing corporations the 
power of admitting to the profession, required them to 
unite in ing « scheme, to be submitted to the Medical 
Council; and if they could not agree, the Government 
would take the matter out of their hands. The colleges 
would remain as they were, and any persons who desired 
to obtain the honours which they had to confer, would still 
be able todo so. Would it not be better to the 
Government scheme? He had proposed an 
for a single examining board for the whole kingdom, 
which had been negatived; but he believed if that plan 
were not adopted all the work would have to be done over 
again. On the whole, he thought the Government plan the 
most practical. But he did not approve constituting the 
Medical Council the central authority unless the profession 
was represented in that body, and as to that point the Bill 
was wholly silent. 

Dr. Epwarp Smiru said he hoped that the meeting would 
take a lange view of the Government mnnenr, and not 
regard it as affecting a particular college. It to 
him that there was only one point in the Bill which had 
not been taken up by the existi i 
was the formation of a common ing 
the corporations had agreed to such a board, and had even 
determined on the principles which ought to guide them 
in its establishment. No new legislation, therefore, was. 
needed. The object of the Bill was to throw the whole 
organisation of profession into the hands of the Govern- 
ment. It was true that the corporations were invited to 
send in a scheme of their own ; but the Privy Council eould 
alter the scheme in any way it , and legislate in 
every respect for the profession. Was the profession willing 
to throw the whole tion of examinations and educa- 
tion into the hands of Government? (No, no.) It would 
be the mistake in the world to adopt a course of 
that kind. He could understand the appointment of a 
Minister of Instruction—who should superintend the educa- 
tion of all the learned professions, as well as the 

reason 


i 


BE 


placed in the 

Only a few days remained for action, and 

fession moved very earnestly in the matter, there ‘ 

very little chance of preventing the second i 

i ought to endeavour to act directly 

House of and House of Commons; and th 

course for the meeting to adopt was, in his opi 
ive the resolution. 
..J. Baxrer Lanoiey sequel’ Siok 9 
ing the first resolution should have been i 

out full knowledge of the subject. The 

which they ought to seek to establish was that 

sentation ; the kind of amendment which he 


Feed 


= 
; 
g 


He 
ik 


of representatives 
the governing powers of s 
4 vs of po ristog 

e exis among 
severally determine.” 


corporations should be elected 
sueh regard to 
as they may 
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inferior. There was no necessity for Some movement, 
for he did not believe that a ical Bi pass during 
the t session. 

. J. F. Cuarnxe thought that Dr. Edward Smith had 
put the matter in its true, light. should 
the profession be singled out among others for 
legislation? The reason was that they were not united 

event The’ passing of the Bill; but they 
woul e ill ; 
quand incuiiitel Gnarehtun He would be a bold 
minister ~eo = would = Fe the voice of 
the common ion. He hoped that the body corporate 
SRC rOees So eet eee 
be able to say, in the words of the old Cornish song— 


“ And shall the Coll die ? 
Then twenty thousand Englishmen 
Will know the reason why.” 

Mr. Roozrs Harrison said he should adhere to the 
amendment which he proposed at the last meeting, as he 
had heard nothing to induce him to withdraw it. If the 
resolution was carried it would strike at the root of 


ec te authority. He ho that every member of the 
College, from the president wnwards, would hold up his 
hand 
provision that might be brought 
there were “‘ snakes in the i 
imagine the President of the i 
a Bill as was now 
. ALLINGHAM, 
was put and lost. About fifteen hands 
only were held up im its favour. 
. Hommes ‘then moved another amendment: “That 
the eraminers in anatomy 
and surgery, on the licensing for to 
be nominated either wholly or in great part, by the Royal 
College of Surgeons.” 
. Carr seconded the amendment. Alluding to the 
of the College, he maintained that it was 
strictly ink 
Member had 


with the constitution of England. Ev 
nnn nt Moone heey members of 
could vote ; and Member could 


80. 
ee 
liberal; and I am sure it is most anxious to maintain the 


that a copy of this resolution 
and forwarded to the Lord President. 


pce Ne Lt ee eee — = 
to the profession in hands 
Government. He wished to disclaim. 


Carr: "The constitution of the College is thoroughly. 


Mr. Baxter LaNe ey asked whether the Bill gave the 
Privy Council power to interfere with the ment of 
the corporations, or with any plans of action which they 
— think fit to adopt. 

. Wipe said there were many provisions that did 
interfere practically with the corporations; but no such 
power was given to the Privy Council. 

motion was then put and carried, with very fow 
dissentients. 


Mr. Gant proposed, “That this meeting the 
omission from the proposed Medical Act of any amended 
scheme of A ame in the Medical Council, and = 
to secure direct representation of the general body’ 
Fellows and Members of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
provision should be made distinctly empowering them to 
elect a representative of the in the said Comneil.” 

Mr. Roczrs Harrison seconded the motion. 

The Prasiwent said that the motion had no reference to 
the business named in the requisition calling the meeting ; 
and a subject so important not to be brought forward 
without notice, especially as meeting had now become 
a comparatively small one. 

Mr. Hearu said that there was a resolution on the same 
ee ee last meeting, and 
he would now move it :—“ t if of 


if 


df 


Surgeons have the right to elect a representative. 
believed that the general feeling of the Members 
Fellows was that they, as members of the corporation, 

representative, and was nothing 


EE 
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opinion ? 
Mr. Hear# said it was desirable to move at once in the 


The Preswwent said that the Council obtained an opinion 

on the subject some years ago, which was to the effect that 

Os ee 
Mr. Wrivr said that the who gave the opinion 

were Lord Cairns and Lord Penzance. 

Who drew up the case ? 

I did. (Laughter.) But it wasonlya state- 


arks from Mr. Hecxstra. Smrn, 

he would move the resolution whith’ he 
hich the President could not be 

ved) as an amendment to Mr. Heath’s motion. 

x erm tae» 

The amendment was then put to the meeting and carried, 
and it was also carried as a substantive motion. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the President, and the 
proceedings terminated. 
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THERE are two objections to the Government Medical Bill 
80 universally felt and expressed that we need not dilate on 
them further. We do not know whether the Government 
has any wish to regard the views of the practitioners of the 
country; but if it has, it will modify the Bill in at least 
two respects. There are medical men who tell us that the 
Government cares nothing about the profession ; and that, 
as the profession has no power in Parliament, it cannot 
seriously oppose the Government, if it bring forward the 
Bill in a vigorous manner and is supported by the corpo- 
rations—which, we are told, are the things that Governments 
have to consider. We do not believe quite so much as these 
gentlemen seem to do in the power of corporations and in 
the powerlessness of the general body of the profession. 
The Medical Bill is one of those questions in regard to 
which members of Parliament will be very much influenced 
by the medical portion of their constituents; and if the 
medical profession in the principal towns will declare its 
opinion strongly, and take a little pains to put the points 
of the question before its parliamentary representatives, 
we believe that it will be able to influence the impending 
legislation. The two points of the Bill which are all but 
universally condemned are—first, that it gives the medical 
body at large no voice in the election of members of the 
General Medical Council; and, secondly, that it entirely 
subordinates the Medical Council to the Government, as 
represented in the Privy Council. The resolutions passed 
at the meeting of the Fellows and Members of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, by the Senate of the University of 
London, and at the meeting of the Metropolitan Branch of 
the British Medical Association, amply illustrate and repre- 
sent the feeling of the profession on these points. We 
must, then, take for granted one of two things—either that 
the profession is to be contemptuously disregarded in the 
matter, or that these features of the Bill will be altered. 
The corporations are greatly considered in this measure, 
They. principally are to compose the conjoint boards, 
and the profession is to be taxed to maintain nine- 
teen bodies where only three are needed. Is it a small 
matter, when such great regard is being shown to the 
corporations, and when they are receiving homage as the 
very glory of the profession, that they, in their turn, 
should show some respect to the members of the profes- 
sion, and admit their right to a voice in the election of 
the representatives of the corporations in the Medical 
Council ? 


Not to dwell on these points, on which the profession is 
unanimous, we proceed to notice a few details of the Bill, 
which make us more and more doubtful as to whether it 
will answer the ends of its framers and the interests of 
the profession. 





It devolves some new and delicate duties on the Council, 
the discharge of which will involve endless discussion. 
We will only mention two. First, in the matter of money, 
the Bill provides that all fees for examination have to be 
paid to the treasurer of the Branch Council of that division 
of the kingdom in which the candidate is to be examined. 
How such fees shall be distributed must be determined by 
the Medical Council, or, rather, must be discussed. Those 
who have watched the lengthy discussions of the Medical 
Council, and seen how even matters of trivial interest have 
occupied it for hours, or even days, will best understand 
how eloquence will develop itself in the Council upon a 
question of this kind,—how one corporation will compete 
with another in the appropriation of the spoils, and espe- 
cially of the surplus, which is to be provided for in the 
examination fees over and above that which is necessary to 
pay examiners. We say this matter will bave to be dis- 
cussed by the Medical Council. Not only will it have to be 
discussed at the outset of its proceedings after the passing 
of the Bill—supposing the Bill ever to pass,—but there is 
no guarantee that such a discussion shall not form e part” 
and doubtless it would always be a lively part, of each 
year’s proceedings ; for the Bill provides, not only that the 
various medical authorities in the different parts of the 
country may suggest a scheme for the establishment of a 
Medical Examining Board to be afterwards discussed by 
the Council, but that “a scheme for amending any previous 
scheme” (clause 8) may from time to time be submitted by 
the medical authorities in any part of the United Kingdom 
to the General Medical Council. Is there any guarantee 
that, under clauses of this kind, we should not have a dis- 
cussion over the “surplus” year after year? Each cor- 
poration will best know the bitterness of its own case, and 
think itself the most wronged in the general distribution, 
and will try for redress from the General Council. If the 
corporations discussed such matters at their own charges, 
it would not be so bad; but, sitting as they do at the great 
cost of the profession, we think we have some ground of 
complaint against the Bill for imposing such duties on 
them, and especially so when we consider how much such 
discussions will distract the Council from the higher 
matters of education and examination which it is its prin- 
cipal duty to regulate. 

There is one other duty for the Council, of equal difficulty 
and delicacy with the preceding, which the Bill assigns. It 
concerns the registration of other titles than that of Licen- 
tiate in Medicine and Surgery, to be acquired by passing 
one of the conjoint boards to be established by the Bill and 
the registration of foreign degrees. Such other titles, whe- 
ther got from a British university or some foreign quarter, 
it is proposed to give the Council the power to register, “if 
the diploma, degree, or title appears to the General Medical 
Council to be granted in respect of a higher degree of know- 
ledge in Medicine and Surgery than is required for obtaining 
a licence under this Act.” Now surely this is a delicate 
duty to entrust to a Council constituted, as the General 
Medical Council is, so predominantly of the representatives 
of medical corporations. They are to decide whether the 
examination to be passed in order to obtain any of the 
superior titles is higher than the examination of the conjoint 
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board. They are only to be permitted to register other 
titles on the condition of their finding that the examination 
after which they were granted was superior to that of the 
conjoint board. We are not objecting to the provisions of 
the Bill that such titles shall only be registerable on such 
a condition and in a separate column of the Register. On 
the contrary, we highly approve the provision, and should 
be glad to see all high-sounding titles refused registration 
which did not represent more than the minimum amount 
of knowledge. But we insist that the duty of deciding 
on the comparative severity of the examination for the 
legal licence and that for the honorary distinctions is one 
for which the Medical Council, as at present constituted, is 
very ill fitted. | 

The question will be one of infinite difficulty and deli- | 
cacy. The University of London, and perhaps one or two 
others, may be allowed to pass unscathed; but there re- | 
main many degrees and diplomas, greatly prized by their 
possessors as carrying some sort of right to a title, con- 
cerning the examinations for which it will be very difficult 
for the Council to be either candid or critical. A fellow- 
feeling makes its members wondrous kind; and so it will 
come to pass that very poor degrees and diplomas will get 
recognition. This will tend to lower in turns the minimum 
examination and the examinations for these diplomas. Had 
the Bill created a Medical Council and a Licensing Board 
perfectly independent of all the examining bodies, that 
would have been a check upon them, and a standard of 
comparison. As it is, the board that is to license is so 
mixed up and identified with the bodies that are to confer 
titles, that there is a danger of a universal lowness. We 
commend these criticisms to all who are interested in a 
true measure of Medical Reform. 


<i 
<- 


A section of the community is opposed to all legis- 
lation for the prevention or limitation of the spread 
of certain contagious diseases, and especially to that at 
present in force. We have not concealed from ourselves 
the difficulties that would have to be encountered in 
attempting to carry out any scheme having an object 
in view like that which we are considering. By all means 
let the subject be fully discussed, provided the discus- 
sion be entered upon in an earnest spirit. It almost 
seemed, however, as if fact and reason were to be overborne 
by objections that appeared to us to be based upon false 
sentiment and misconception. At one time it was declared 
that physical suffering, which is the consequence of vice, 
was to be left uncared-for, lest vice should be encouraged. 
No effort was to be made to check the spread of syphilis, 
lest, by making immoralities of this kind safe, we should 
be removing a strong barrier to evildoing. At another time, 
exaggerated statements about the operation of the Acts, 
rendering modest women liable to insult at the hands of 
the police, led to much needless alarm. It is curious how 
often the opponents of these measures have, in their zeal, 
overlooked real objections for imaginary ones. Several 
articles have appeared of late in our contemporary, the 
Westminster Review ; and as these are ably written, and con- 
tain a large amount of information, we propose to devote 
the present article to the discussion of the subject. The 











elaborate and lengthy nature of the articles in question 
will quite preclude the possibility of our doing more than 
seize on some of the more salient points. 

We are furnished with some statistical tables; and we 
are told that the promoters of the Contagious Diseases 
Acts are constrained to admit that their results, as shown 
in the number of admissions to hospital of English soldiers 
suffering from venereal diseases, afford but a very feeble 
argument in favour of those Acts. So far from the results 
affording a feeble argument, we contend that, all things 
considered, they furnish rather a strong one in favour of 
these Acts. It is only right to remember that the very 
fact of their operation having been circumscribed within 
very narrow limits rendered it difficult, and in some cases 
ineffective. Dr. Batrour has been good enough to favour 
us with an inspection of some tables, recently drawn up 
by him, showing the extent to which the ratio of admis- 
sions into hospital for these diseases, per 1000 of mean 
strength, was higher or lower in 1869 than in each of the 
five preceding years. At seven of the English garrisons 
where the Act was in operation during 1869, we find the 
ratio of admissions per 1000 for primary venereal ulcers 
has been markedly lower during that year than in any 
of the five preceding years, with the exception of Devon- 
port and Woolwich in 1868, and Shorncliffe in 1866 and 
1867, where the numbers were in excess; but so insignifi- 
cant was this increase that it could be fairly accounted 
for by the fluctuations that all statisticians know must be 
expected from time to time. On the other hand—and we 
regard this as a very significant fact,—if we take the re- 
sults of fifteen stations unprotected by the Act, the ratio 
of admissions per 1000 has been, as a rule, much higher 
during 1869 than during the preceding five years. As 
regards gonorrhea, the comparative results have not been 
so striking; but in the five protected stations the same 
rule has nevertheless obtained—viz., that a marked diminu- 
tion has occurred in the ratio of admissions. 

It has been urged by some that a gradual decrease in 
the amount of these diseases has been taking place of late 
years. Be this as it may, it can afford no explanation of 
the results derived from a comparison of stations. We 
are desirous of calling attention to the fact that it is in 
the number of primary ulcers that the diminution at the 
protected, and the increase at the unprotected, stations 
have been chiefly observed. It is these diseases that depend 
upon a specific poison ; and they include that form which is 
alone entitled to be considered of a truly constitutional cha- 
racter. It ought not to be forgotten that it is against the 
contagious constitutional disease known as syphilis that we 
have to contend—a disease always insidious and slow in its 
course, often very formidable in its effects, capable of be- 
coming a source of infection to an innocent nurse or parent, 
and of being hereditarily transmitted to the offspring. Mr. 
Srmon was so impressed with the importance of this variety 
that he was even led to consider the other forms of venereal 
disease as relatively insignificant in comparison with it. 

The adoption of “Justina’s” line of argument, and of 
her statement of facts in support thereof, is unfortunately 
inopportune, just as we have pointed out that her statements 
have resulted from a misconception of the facts. 
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The writer in the Westminster Review fully allows that 
these diseases are so widely prevalent, and so terribly de- 
structive of the health and strength of the English people, 
as to render it urgently necessary that vigorous measures 
should be adopted to stay the insidious pestilence, the 
ravages of which are increasing. He says emphatically 
that something ought to be done. We have next, therefore, 
to consider the scheme put forth by him. This scheme, as 
a substitute for the present legislation, includes the follow- 
ing points—viz.: the periodical examination of soldiers ; 
the provision of accommodation for venereal patients in the 
wards of general hospitals—and for that purpose the War 
Office should, to some extent, subsidise those hospitals ; 
such social classification of fallen women, while undergoing 
treatment, as to prevent their feeling that they were a 
separate class from ordinary patients; and the exhibition 
of all consideration and kindness towards them. Under 
such circumstances he thinks that these women might be 
left to themselves voluntarily to seek the means of cure, 
and that all coercive measures for the examination and 
treatment of prostitutes when found diseased might safely 
be abolished. With much of this most persons would agree. 
As to the examination of soldiers, we may say that, apart 
from the expediency or not of returning to this system, it 
would effect extremely little. So many recruits are re- 
jected on account of these diseases, that the ratio of vene- 
real among them is quite equal to what it is among the 
soldiers themselves. The statements of Surgeon-Major 
Wvrarr and Dr. Barr are very far from affording conclusive 
evidence in favour of the system of examination. Dr. Barr, 
we are assured, was simply mistaken as to his facts; and 
the amount of primary and secondary syphilis in the men 
of the Guard regiments that are subjected to examination 
is greater than in another not'so subjected. The amount of 
secondary syphilis in the latter proves that the primary is not 
actually present, but undetected. Rightly or wrongly, army 
surgeons contend that these periodical examinations tend to 
destroy the men’s self-respect ; but the retort that they have 
the same effect on the women with whom the men consort is 
beside the point. In the former, you have to subject all alike 
—the good and steady as well as the debauched soldier—to the 
system for the purpose of discovering any of the latter who 
may have concealed their complaints. But, in the case of 
the women, they pursue prostitution as a trade and a means 
of livelihood, which the poor creatures must continue or 
starve. The soldier, on the other hand, subjects himself to 
punishment for concealment of his disease. But even sup- 
posing, as we have said, that by a rigorous examination 
every diseased soldier were detected, the question arises— 
What is the proportion of the military to the remainder of 
the population, over whom no such surveillance is exer- 
cised ? 

Even if we supposed that there was ample hospital ac- 
commodation for all the diseased prostitutes in the land, 
we fear that we should still fail to stamp out the disease, 
and for this reason: a woman may be suffering from a 
syphilitic lesion, and be a source of infection to others, and 
yet remain in ignorance of her diseased condition. The 
constitutional form of syphilis, in its earlier stages and 
in some of its manifestations, is attended with the least 





amount of inconvenience to the patient herself, and the 
largest amount of danger to those consorting with her. On 
the other hand, those varieties that are attended with the 
smallest degree of danger to the constitution are often the 
most painful and marked in their symptoms. The subjects 
of the last will seek hospital for'treatment and cure; but 
those affected with the first will not. Indeed, how is the 
presence of disease in them to be discovered without ex- 
amination? Then, again, it is notorious that prostitutes 
are often very reckless; that they do not readily conform 
to habits of order and discipline, such as are required of 
patients in hospitals. Many of them will not readily 
enter these institutions, and others who do will not care to 
remain until cured. 

The proposed classification in general hospitals of prosti- 
tutes suffering from venereal diseases in other than Lock 
wards, according to such social distinctions as they may be 
pleased to assert for themselves, is utterly impracticable in 
the face of the fact that no such classification is attempted 
in the cases of virtuous women suffering from other forms 
of disease, or from accidents. The recognition of such 
claims on behalf of prostitutes, while withheld from all 
other patients, would be a direct sanction and confirmation 
of the determining agents of the first false step which 
places a girl on the upper edge of the fatal incline, the 
terminus of which is the career of a prostitute. In the 
wards of a general hospital, the wife or daughter of an 
artisan or small shopkeeper may be seen occupying a bed 
next to that in which lies a pauper picked up after a street 
accident. Surely the distinction of classes among prosti- 
tutes would be a sore grievance and offence to those whose 
virtuous antecedents would exclude them from such privilege. 


_ 
a ae 





Now that the meetings at the College of Surgeons are 
over, we may, in tie first place, congratulate the Fellows 
and Members of that corporation on the successful assertion 
of their right to meet in their own College; and, secondly, 
we may express our confident expectation that the effect of 
these meetings will be seen in still greater reforms within 
the College itself. That the right and opportunity of meet- 
ing should have been wrung from officials whose direct in- 
terest it was to prevent public discussion, and in the teeth 
of bye-laws expressly framed to prevent such meetings 
(though at the last moment found to be sufficiently elastic 
to admit of them), is the best proof that the Fellows have 
at last made themselves heard in the Council of the College, 
and that representatives who will not “ worship the golden 
calf” are at last in sufficient mumber to enforce measures 
of salutary reform. 

The adjourned meeting of the 22nd inst. was nearly as 
numerously attended as the preceding one, and the business 
transacted was more important than on the previous’occa- 
sion. Mr. Honus, in resuming the discussion upon the 
motion for excluding the College of Surgeons from all par- 
ticipation in the formation of a single examining board for 
each division of the United Kingdom, took a brief survey 
of the previous discussion ; and is to be thanked for depre- 
cating the use of language savouring of personality, and 
especially the imputation thrown out by a speaker at the 
former meeting that something other than fair discuss on 
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was intended by those who had been at the trouble to ob- 
tain signatures to the requisition convening the meeting, 
and to sketeh out resolutions with the view of leading to 
priety of leaving the single examination in the hands of 
the corporations should have been lost, after some discus- 
sion, shows how widely spread the feeling of distrust in the 
corporations really is; and though the meeting was hardly 
prepared, probably, to go the length of the original resolu- 
tion, the amendment eventually accepted can be regarded 
only as a compromise. The College of Surgeons must of 
necessity include among its examiners many gentlemen re- 
nowned both as anatomists and surgeons (in fact, as was 
pointed out by Mr. Hgatu, the University of London has 
frequently and gladly embraced the services of these very 
gentlemen in their capacity of examiners); and it was only 
reasonable, therefore, that the meeting should wish to see 
this high standard maintained in any new board which 
might be called into existence. 

The action of the Privy Council in connexion with the 
proposed Medical Bill is so fully discussed by us elsewhere, 
that we need not stop to remark upon Dr. Epwarp Sara's 
motion relating to the subject, except to note that it is 
somewhat unusual—though perhaps a healthy sign of the 
times—to have a gentleman, himself so closely connected 
with one department of Government, giving such decided 
home-thrusts to another and allied department. 

The question of the right of the Fellows and Members of 
the College of Surgeons to elect a representative—or rather, 
ag suggested by Dr. Crisp, representatives—in the General 
Medical Council, was perhaps as important a question as 
could have been brought before the meeting at the present 
juncture, The proposed Medical Bill leaves the formation 
of the General Medical Council in statu quo, notwithstanding 
the unanimous feeling of the profession respecting its 
shortcomings; and though Sir Joun Gray's Bill provided 
for this representation by the clumsy method of adding to 
the number of the Council, the corporate interests are alone 
considered by the Lord President. If the right of the corpo- 
ration of the College of Surgeons to elect one or more re- 
presentatives in the General Medical Council is conceded, 
there will be at least in some sort a representation of the 
fifteen thousand Fellows and Members who form that body ; 
and the concession of this right will in all probability follow 
the distinct assertion of opinion last week, as has always been 
the case when once the Council of the College have ascertained 
the set of the tide of popular feeling. Should it not, it will 
still be open to the Fellows and Members to try the ques- 
tion in the Court of Queen’s Bench, and we have no doubt 
the necessary funds will be forthcoming if required. 


<i 
—— 


Tue Medical Council resolved on Thursday to discuss the 
Government Bill clause by clause ; and it had not gone far 
into the diseussion before disclosing a deep dislike to what 
we suspect is a vital part of the Bill. The disclosure was 
made in the discussion of Clause 3, which runs as follows :— 

“After the date fixed for the commencement of ex- 
aminations by the first medical examining board ap- 
pointed under this Act, no person who is not at that date 
qualified to be registered under the principal Act shall be 








registered under that Act, unless he has, after examination 
by a medical examining board appointed under this Act, 
obtained a licence to practise in medicine and surgery 
under this Act,” 

Mr. Hawxins moved, and the Council consented very 
heartily to, the substitution for the words “a licence,” of 
the words “‘a certificate of competency.” Our readers will 
remember that the Bill provides for the establishment of a 
Conjoint Board in each division of the kingdom; which 
Board alone is to grant a licence to practise. In other 
words, although the Bill, in its future clauses, contemplates 
affiliation with one of the present corporations or univer- 
sities in virtue of passing the Conjoint Board, yet the strict 
licensing power rests with the Conjoint Board, and is, by 
Clauses 3, 19, &c,, taken away from the existing corporations 
and universities acting singly. It was argued by. the 
Council, very plaintively, that this was the abolition of a 
power belonging to the single corporations, that was at 
once time-honoured and profitable. Moreover, the clause 
was not consistent with the clause in the plan of the Coun- 
cil framed to secure a complete conjoint examination, but 
requiring affiliation with one of the licensing bodies 
after passing the Conjoint Board as a condition of registra- 
tion. Strong were the expressions used by several members 
of the Council. And the desire to retain the licensing 
power was almost universal. If the Scotch representatives 
were a little more eloquent than others, Dr. Benxerr, on 
behalf of the London College of Physicians, and Dr. AquaLLa 
Smrrn and others on behalf of the Irish bodies, spoke to 
the same effect. The motion was made by Mr. Casar 
Hawkins, who represents the College of Surgeons of 
England. 

It will be seen how difficult it is to please all parties. 
Most of us think that far too much power is still left to the 
corporations in this Bill. They see in it an abolition.of one 
of the least of their functions—acting in their individual 
capacity,—and a great risk of a diminution of theirincome. 

It remains to be seen how far the Government will insist 
upon the examination by the Conjoint Board carrying a 
perfect licence to practise. They must insist upon it, and, 
if the Bill is not to be a mockery, it must be the only licence. 
It will never do to add to the present nineteen licences 
a twentieth. Perhaps both the Gowernment and the 
Corporations may yet come round to our view of the case, 
and see the wisdom of establishing a perfectly independent 
Licensing Board, the fee for passing which should be just 
enough to pay the cost of examination. This would leave 
the person who passes it both the desire to be affiliated with 
a corporation and tae money to pay for it. 


“Ne quid nimis.” 











ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURCICAL SOCIETY, 

Ar the meeting of this Seciety on Tuesday evening the 
adjourned debate on Mr. Gapt’s paper on the Excision of 
Joints was continued and concluded, being maintained 
chiefly by Messrs.Callender, H. Lee, Willett, Haneock, 
Savory, and T. Smith. Contrasted with former discussions 
upon the same subject, it-was remarkable for the absence of 
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any opposition to excision as an operation, the procedure 
being now firmly established in the convictions and the 
practice of the leading surgeons of the metropolis. Inthe 
first debate, it was suggested by Mr. Solly that excision was 
hardly as much performed in country districts as it might 
be, and that some limbs which might be saved were now 
sacrificed by amputation. In this remark there is doubtless 
much justice; but, at the same time, it must be remem- 
bered that excision, especially of the knee-joint, is an ope- 
ration requiring very careful and often prolonged after- 
treatment. This is very easy in a great hospital ; but it is 
by no means easy in a country hospital, where there are 
perhaps no pupils, and where the resident surgical officer is 
already overworked. In private practice it is often utterly 
impossible ; and the surgeon has then not only to consider 
what form of operation is abstractedly the most desirable, 
but also, and even primarily, what form of operation there 
is the greatest probability of his being able to conduct to a 
successful issue. An amputation may require very little 
looking after when once the shock of its performance is 
over; but an excision, especially if it does not prosper, 
cannot be left without daily and prolonged attendance. The 
country surgeon, therefore, especially among the poor, who 
have almost a monopoly of the neglected joint disease for 
which chiefly operation is required, is very far from being a 
free agent, and must accommodate himself te circum- 
stances, and do what he can rather than what he would 
wish. It will be one of the benefits of the cottage hospital 
that in many districts conservative surgery will for the 
first time be rendered possible by its aid. In the meanwhile 
Mr. Gant’s paper, and the interesting debate that it called 
forth, will serve to keep the attention of the profession 
directed to this important subject. 


PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 


Prorrssor TyNDALL has reappeared as a controversialist 
in the columns of The Times. We have already noticed the 
letter to that journal which revived the memory of the 
almost forgotten lecture on Dust and Disease; and, coin- 
cidently with our notice, it was sufficiently answered by 
Dr.Charlton Bastian. To this answer Professor Tyndall has 
replied, using a certain personality and almost intemperate- 
ness of language, very characteristic of insufficiency of fact 
and argument. He terminates his letter by a declaration that 
for a long time to come he will not be able to devote any 
attention to the subject ; but this notice of withdrawal from 
the debate has not saved him from a damaging rejoinder at 
the hands of his antagonist. Dr. Bastian is, we think, some- 
what less skilful than the Professor in the construction of 
telling sentences; although there is a stinging touch of 
sarcasm in his suggestion that the brilliancy of Pasteur as 
an experimenter “has doubtless blinded many to his de- 
fects as a reasoner.” His strength as against lrofessor 
Tyndall lies in his mastery of the subject, and in his power 
to avoid errors into which the eminent physicist has un- 
consciously fallen. It is probable that the intellect can 
only be rendered unbiased by the possession of the most 
complete attainable knowledge, and that men take sides 
upon all subjects on which their information is incomplete. 
“The human mind,” said Luther, “is like a drunken peasant 
on horseback : set him up on one side, and he falls over on 
the other.” Professor Tyndall would accurately weigh every 
element in a problem concerning heat or sound. But when 
he strays into the tempting fields afforded by the pheno- 
mena of life, his caution deserts him, he begins his letters 
as a partisan, and ends them by being angry. Similar in- 
stances are not far to seek. We all know the way in which 
a distinguished man of letters set himself to teach physio- 





logy to physiologists, and the speed with which he sank 
into an abyss of inaccurate observation and inconclusive 
reasoning. Macaulay has illustrated the mental state of 
biographers by describing how Middleton, after destroying 
the pretensions of half the Romish Calendar, “‘ composed a 
lying legend in honour of St. Tully.” In like manner, 
Professor Tyndall has elevated Pasteur into an oracle, 
and describes the “fact and inference” of Professor Lister 
as “aspot of perfectly firm ground.” Dr. Bastian, on the 
contrary, calls them “a treacherous morass.” He does 80 on 
the evidence of researches of his own, the details of which 
have not been fully given to the world. 

The time has not yet come for us to form a confident 
opinion on the profoundly difficult and important question 
of spontaneous generation. Nor is it at present possible to 
determine the exact value of Professor Lister's antiseptic 
treatment, which requires great care and minute trouble in 
its application. It is to be admitted, on the one hand, that 
many surgeons have tried and have been disappointed by it; 
and, on the other, that Professor Lister, Mr. Bickersteth, 
and others have obtained very remarkable results. It is 
quite possible that these results have nothing to do with 
the existence or the destruction of germs; and, apart 
from germs, the treatment may be good. The surgical 
question and the physiological are practically distinct. If 
the question of germs is not, strictly speaking, a surgical 
one, still less is it one for a physicist. Professor Tyndall 
appears to promise that he will return to the question at 
some future time. We hope, if only for the sake of his 
own reputation, he will by that time have learnt greater 
caution in traversing a country the landmarks of which are 
strange to him. Especially do we hope that he will not 
again publish an account of an elaborate experiment, in a 
special box half glass and half wood, and with the aid of 
an electric lamp, for the purpose of showing that suspended 
motes will sink when the air around them is at rest. We 
can conceive no nearer approach to taking tea by stratagem 
than this ; unless it were an experiment still more elaborate, 
to show that the heavier motes would be the first to reach 
the bottom of the box. 


A LONDON MEETING OF THE MEDICAL 
REFORM UNION. 


Tue executive of the Medical Reform Union have deter- 
mined to hold a meeting in London, at the Freemasons’ 
Tavern, on Saturday, May 7th, to discuss the merits of the 
Medical Bill now brought before Parliament, particulars of 
which will be found in our advertising columns. This date 
will be too late to influence the course of the Bill in the 
House of Lords. But the House of Commons is the place 
where an organisation representing 10,000 practitioners 
may be expected to have influence. The Union has acted 
with eminent discrimination and moderation throughout its 
whole course. We believe it is the wish of the executive to 
promote the fullest discussion, and to come to resolutions 
really expressing the views of the unprecedented number of 
medical men who have signed the Memorial. We urge 
especially the discussion of the following features of the 
Bill. 

First, that it leaves the General Medical Council un- 
altered in its composition,—with eighteen or nineteen re- 
presentatives of corporations, to six Crown members; the 
consequence being—and this will be the second point to 
consider—that Government proposes to take the final power 
over all the medical bodies into its own hands. Entirely over- 
powered in the Council, it provides for a power entirely in- 
dependent of the Council, and supreme. It is surely paying 
dearly for the present composition of the Council, that the 
independent self-government of the profession has to be 
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bartered away to maintain it. Thirdly, that the Bill leaves 
the corporations masters of the examining situation, and 
contemplates a scheme which will leave them pecuniarily 
interested in passing numbers, and which will involve an 
artificially high payment for a mere licence to practise,—in 
other words, a tax upon the profession. We wish to see the 
corporations elevated in character and function, as well as 
pecuniarily prosperous, by relieving them of the licensing 
fonctions altogether, and devolving these upon an entirely 
independent Board, to be elected by, and responsible to, a 
reformed Medical Council,—not to a Government department. 
We confidently look for the concurrence of the Union upon 
the first two points. On the second there may be more 
difference of opinion, though there are many indications of 
the feeling of the profession in favour of an independent 
examining board. 

We have only one suggestion to make to the numerous 
members of the Reform Union. A large number of them 
have not yet sent the very small subscription which would 
be necessary not only to pay off the balance of £100 still 
due to the treasurer, but to leave the Union in the posses- 
sion of funds for further work during the course of the Bill 
in the House of Commons. Let every man who signed the 
memorial immediately send a small subscription to the 
treasurer, and he will greatly contribute to the power of 
the profession in Parliament in the ensuing weeks. 

We have one suggestion for the executive—to make the 
meeting representative of every class of practitioners and 
of every branch of practice. 

If these suggestions are carried out, the meeting of the 
7th in the Freemasons’ Tavern may let people know that 
the profession is capable of organisation, of harmony, and 
of exerting power. 


THE LATE RETROCRESSION. 


Justice to Ireland is the order of the day; and we should 
be sorry that Mr. Quain should be deprived of the smallest 
particle of credit due to him. On Friday week, in a very 
excited speech, Mr. Quain claimed the unconfirmed motion 
respecting the division of the Court of Examiners, to which 
we referred last week, as his own, and not Mr. Humphry’s ; 
and as he had certainly brought forward a precisely similar 
motion, with the exception of the substitution of the word 
“four” for “half,” we will willingly concede the point if 
Mr. Quain will condescend to solve the following dilemma 
in which we find ourselves :—If the motion was Mr. Quain’s, 
why, in the name of common sense, was its rejection post- 
poned because Mr. Humphry was absent ? 

We quite appreciate the difficulty in which the Council 
has been landed by the two resolutions—requiring one-half 
the Court of Examiners to be outside the Council, and also 
separating the examiners in anatomy and physiology from 
those in surgery, as proposed by Mr. Curling. The charter 
of 1843 requires that there shall be six examiners to form 
a Court for granting the surgical diploma; and, therefore, 
if the present ten examiners are equally divided (which is 
by no means necessary however) to form two separate 
boards, one member of the anatomical board must sit with 
the surgical board to make up the quorum. Probably four 
examiners in anatomy and physiology would be sufficient 
for all practical requirements, and three vacancies to be 
thus filled up must occur this year. Mr. Quain has had 
the satisfaction of announcing to the Fellows and Members 
that his resignation is already in the President’s hands; 
and the applause with which this announcement was 
greeted may possibly move some other member of the 
Court to follow so good an example. 

As regards the unconfirmed motion, the worst that can 
happen, if it is eventually carried, as we hope it may be, will 





be that, when the number of existing examiners is reduced 
to five, some eminent surgeon not on the Council will have 
to be elected to the surgical board—an infusion of new 
blood by no means to be regretted. 


PROFESSOR LAYCOCK ON LADY MEDICAL 


STUDENTS. 

THERE are very varying opinions abroad in the medical 
profession and among the public as to the advisability of 
allowing women to practise medicine. There are still more 
serious and widely-spread doubts as to the possibility of 
educating ladies in the same lecture-rooms and dissecting- 
rooms with male students. But until last week we were 
not aware that anyone, in the profession or out of it, held 
that the mere fact of ladies wishing to be educated in 
common with men, in order that they might make sure of 
receiving the highest and most thorough scientific training, 
justified those who held contrary opinions in loading them 
with abuse and vulgar insult. It has been reserved for 
Dr. Laycock, professor in the famous University of Edin- 
burgh, to set an example which, we trust, even the least 
courteous and gentlemanly of first-year’s students will 
hesitate to follow. 

We need not recapitulate the dispute about Miss Pechey’s 
treatment in reference to the Hope scholarship; but at 
any rate we shall not be contradicted when we say that 
everyone who read Miss Pechey’s own letter to The Times on 
the subject, must have at once perceived that she was a 
lady of high mental cultivation, and with very noble views 
of the aims of science. It was notoriously in consequence 
of the strong feeling which this lady’s case excited that 
Professor Masson proposed to the General Council of the 
Edinburgh University the removai of all restrictions pre- 
venting male and female students of medicine from study- 
ing together in the same class-rooms. It was therefore 
to Miss Pechey, or to ladies like her, that the expressions 
of Professor Laycock must, by inference, be applied. We 
are not going to repeat those expressions here. We shall 
only remark, that if the coarsest of those few students 
who still keep alive the bad traditions of the Bob Sawyer 
period had given utterance to the insinuations which were 
used by this distinguished professor, we should simply 
have shrugged our shoulders, and concluded that the delin- 
quent would be at once expelled with ignominy from his 
school. Unfortunately there are no such punishments for 
highly-placed men like Dr. Laycock, but at the least we 
can express the deep indignation and disgust which we age 
certain every gentleman in the profession must feel at the 
outrage of which he has been guilty. 


PARASITES OF THE FEMALE CENERATIVE 
ORCANS. 

Aw essay on this subject has recently been published by 
Dr. D. Haussmann, of Berlin, the prominent points of 
which we here append. The animals examined were—mare, 
rabbit, guinea-pig, rat, bitch, and cat, and great care was 
taken to procure the vaginal mucus from as great a depth 
as possible, and free from contamination. He divides them 
into (a) vagrant, (6) animal, and (c) vegetable parasites ; 
subdividing the first again into—1, those proceeding from 
without, either from germs carried by the air, or from 
local contact, or from the dens or lairs of the animals; 
2, those proceeding from the urinary organs; and, 3, 
those proceeding from the intestinal canal, either by 
migration, uncleanliness, or through fistule between the 
rectum and vagina. Amongst the first group he has found 
the thece of a fungus, probably identical with the Spori- 
desmium fuscum and the spores of two other kinds of 
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fungus, itch insects, and smut and rust spores derived from 
the hay or straw upon which the animals have rested. 
Amongst the second group he has discovered or met with 
records of the echinococcus, the eggs of the Distomum and 
Oxyuris, Strongylus gigas, and Pentastomum denticulatum, 
and of the Sarcina. Lastly, amongst the third group he 
has found the ovaof Tznia solium,Ascaris lumbricoides, the 
Leptothrix duccalis, and in rabbits, Cryptococcus guttulatus. 
The only animal parasite included under the second of the 
above heads to which he alludes is the Trichomonas vagi- 
nalis, an infusorial animaleule of round or oval form, with 
a bluish-grey contractile integument, and provided with a 
whip-like cilium ip front, and a stiff process behind. These 
appear to be. veryresistent of external influences, continuing 
their movements in the mucus of the vagina even when 
very aeid. The organisms included under the third head of 
vegetable parasites are vibrios and bacteria, the Leptothrix 
vaginalis, and Oidium albicans. He made numerous expe- 
riments with the ohjeet of propagating various fungi, as 
the Penicillium glaueum, Aspergillus glaucus, Microsporon 
furfur, Botrytis cinerea, Mucor muecedo, and Mneor stolo- 
nifer, in the vagina or vaginal mucus, but with uniformly 
negative results. 


ee 


THE SANITARY CONDITION OF EASTBOURNE. 


Tue local authority of Eastbourne has set itself to work 
to carry out thoroughly Dr. Thorne Thorne’s recommenda- 
tions for the sanitary imprevement of the town. It has 
called to its aid Mr. Maelean, C.E., and under his advice 
not only will Dr. Thorne Thorne’s recommendations be 
carried out in their fulness, but additional measures will 
be taken to secure an efficient ventilation of the sewers 
without detriment to the health of the inhabitants, and the 
sanitary staff of the local authority will be permanently 
strengthened. With a better distribution of the water- 
supply, a proper regulation of water-closets and of the 
waste-pipes of cisterns, and more efficient superintendence 
and some extension of the sewerage, Eastbourne will be 
almost entirely freed from the risk of recurrence of an out- 
break of disease such.as that which has recently led to 
official inquiry on the part of the Privy Council, and which 
has thrown a cloud over the health reputation of the place. 
The sanitary condition of our health-resorts is not a ques- 
tion of mere local interests; and it is obvious that what 
conduces most to the sanitary reputation of such resorts 
must conduce most to the welfare of the inhabitants. The 
necessity for the recent official inquiry at Eastbourne ought 
never te have arisen; and it could not have arisen had the 
local sanitary authority properly carried out the duties 
entrusted to it by the Legislature, and the inhabitants 
themselves seen to, and aided in, the effective performance 
of those duties. The general state of the health of East- 
bourne stands well; and the inhabitants will have them- 
selves only to blame if the blot upon its reputation, arising 
from the recent prevalence of fever, is not immediately 
and permanently swept away. Now that the public.can be 
assured that the local authority is doing properly its duty 
and removing the evils discovered by the late inquiry, we 
have little doubt that the town will very quickly recover 
the favour of seekers after health and pleasure. 


THE BRADFORD INFIRMARY. 


We have.survived an attempt to read all that has ap- 
peared in the Bradford newspapers for the last month or 
six weeks.on the subject of the discord between the resident 
medical officers. of the Bradford Infirmary and the matron of 
that institution. Notwithstanding that it seems to have been 
the principal subject.in Bradford during this time, the exact 


sure, the matron, the Board is seriously responsible. 





merits of the case are not yet clearly brought out. For this the 
Board of Management and the special committee appointed 
to inquire into the matter appear to us to blame, by reason 
of their imperfect publication of the facts. We cannot com- 
pliment Mr, Ronch on the style in which he writes charges 
against the matron, nor on.the proofs with which he syp- 
ports them. There is a want of dignity in the language, 
and a want of conclusiveness in the proofs. Still a few 
things are very clear, which seem to show that in almost 
dismissing Mr. Rouch, and retaining, with very scant cen- 
It is 
admitted even by the committee that the matron used ip- 
sulting language to Mr.Rouch. It is true that the com- 
mittee allege that Mr. Rouch gave the matron great prowo- 
cation; but, as they have chosen not to publish the details 
of the evidence, we have to take this upon their word, and 
it seems much more likely that the provocation was the 
other way. Secondly, it is made out that the matron has 
caused beef-tea to be made on economical principles, and 
the assertion that she made it so on the request of Mr, 
Reuch is disproved by the evidence of the cook, who was in 
the.infirmary before Mr. Rouch’s time. Thirdly, the entize 
sympathy of the press, and of the patients, subseribers, 
nurses, and servants of the infirmary, seems to be with 
Mr. Rouch and his two resident colleagues, who have also 
resigned. Not only so, but the resident medical officers 
have been entertained, since their resignation, at a compli- 
mentary dinner given by members of the medical professior» 
of whom twenty or thirty were present, and at which My. 
Miall, one of the honorary surgeons, presided. Former 
house-surgeons, too, testify to the same treatment at the 
hands of the matron. Such unanimous testimony may 
be a mere conspiracy against an innocent matron; but 
such a view of it is extremely improbable. And it is 
monstrous that all the petients.and all the servants of an 
institution, and its resident medical staff to boot, should be 
made uncomfortable for the sake of one person. 


_ 


ROYAL MICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY. 


A very successful soirée was given by the Royal Micro- 
scopical Society on the evening of the 20th inst. at King’s 
College, which was fully attended, and at which, as usual, 
a very large number of exquisitely-prepared microscopic 
objects were exhibited, Amongst the most interesting of 
these were the objects from the deep-sea dredgings, re- 
cently undertaken by Dr. Carpenter, who himself attended, 
and courteously explained the nature of the specimens he 
had collected. These included the lowly-organised Astro- 
rhiza, in which the small clump of proteplasm, of which 
the animal is composed, is surrounded by a case of sand 
grains loosely aggregated together, and found at the depth 
of 540 fathoms; the Botellina, the structure of which ie 
similar, but which possesses a mouth; the Saccamina and 
Pilulina, the latter of which has a beautiful shell, made up 
of white.sand grains, worked up with the pointed ends of 
sponge spicules, and brought up alive from a depth of 
1215 fathoms; Rhabdammina, some.of which were obtained 
from a depth of three miles; with many other Foraminifera, 
Sponges, Radiolaria, &c. These, as may be supposed, at- 
tracted great interest, as proving the existence of active 
life at depths and under conditions that were formerly be- 
lieved to be unfitted for the performance of the vital ope- 
rations of even the lowest organisms. In other parts.of 
the room specimens of almost every class of the animal 
kingdom were exhibited, the recognition of which was 
materially facilitated by the descriptive catalogue published 
by Charles Stewart, F.L.S. We noticed some magnificent 
specimens of Hyalonema and Euplectella. In one of the 
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upper rooms of the College demonstrations of spectrum | 


analysis were conducted. The number of microscopes of 
all kinds and descriptions, from the cheap but by no means 
to be despised students’ microscope to the complicated in- 
strument of Ross and others, must have amounted to many 
hundreds. 
THE HOMOLOGCIES OF THE MANDIBLE 
AND HYOID BONE. 


A most interesting paper on the Skeleton of the Verte- 
brata was read on Thursday, April 21st, before the Linnean 
Society, by Mr. Mivart, F.R.S. The author's remarks were 
chiefly confined to the homologies of the hyoid and mandi- 
‘bular arches, and of the “‘ chevron bones” which oceasion- 
ally underlie the bodies of the caudal vertebre of mam- 
malia. Owen and Carus regard the bronchial arches as 
“splanchnic” elements, while aceording to Prof. Huxley 
they are the “ serial homologues”’ of the thoracic and abdo- 
minal ribs. Mr. Mivart, on the other hand, considers that 
they answer to the internal ventral laminw of embryonic 
existence, or are, in other words, “apaxial” elements. This 
view he holds to be supported by the fact that in certain 
sharks cartilaginous elements are superadded outside the 
bronchial vessels, which answer to the costal or external— 
“ paraxial” — ventral plates. 
which Mr. Mivart read before the meeting, the paper will 
be a valuable contribution to the literature of philosophical 
anatomy. 





THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND THE 
MEDICAL BILL. 


Tue debate on the proposed Medical Bill at the Comitia 
Majora of the College of Physicians, on Monday last, 
displayed the existence of very strong feelings with respect 
to more than one of the provisions of that measure. We 
understand that, although no formal resolution to that 
effect was passed, a most decided opinion was expressed, on 
all sides, that the present constitution of the General 
Medical Council is most faulty, and should have been 
amended. On the other hand, much indignation was 
expended on that part of the Medical. Bill which vests the 
power of final veto, and alteration of the educational 
arrangements, in the hands of the Privy Council—that 
is, speaking plainly, in the hands of Mr. Simon. We, 
too, think it a very undesirable arrangement that so much 
power should be lodged in the hands of any one man, even 
if he be as able as Mr. Simon. But we beg to remind the 
College of Physicians, and indeed the profession generally, 
that they have themselves alone to thank for the present 
disposition of the Government to take extreme measures. 
Had the corporations frankly acknowledged the necessity 
of a minimum professional examination, to be carried out 
not by themselves but by an independent body, and had 
the corporations and the general profession united to insist 
upon the replacement of the present useless Medical 
Council by a small and really representative one, the 
Government would, nay must, have yielded to their wishes. 
‘They have made their own bed, and if they find they have 
to lie upon it, we shall all know who is to blame. 





METROPOLITAN POOR RELIEF. 
Tie Metropolitan Poor-Relief Bill passed the second 

reading on Monday night without a division. 
for the moment it contravenes some of the established 
Principles of public taxation and expenditure, we cannot 
but regard it as an important step in a direction which, if 
pursued with firmness, must lead to a wonderful improve- 
ment in the administration of poor relief. In time, no 
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doubt, we shall have a municipal government for London 
which will be endowed with powers of taxation for all local 
objects, and it will then be most desirable that the admi- 
nistration of the Poor Law should be carried out, subject to 
municipal control. But. until that time we can see no 
alternative to giving support to the central board, or rather 
the President of the Poor-law Board; and our chief regret 
at being compelled to do so lies in the fact that so many 
of Mr. Goschen’s staff are either paralysed by red tape, or 
have obtained their appointments by means and influences 
in which the question of competence had very little place. 
One great advantage the Bill will, undoubtedly, confer on 
the sick poor in workhouses. It will secure for them suf- 
ficient cubic space, ventilation, and medical appliances ; 
and we may be permitted to hope that the very expense of 
this liberal in-door treatment will protect the sick poor 
from anything like a harsh application of the workhouse 
test, and will lead the guardians to carry out the system of 
dispensaries thoroughly, in order that the sick may, as far 
as possible, be treated promptly and economically in their 
own homes. 


SIR THOMAS WATSON. 


Tue profession will hear with much concern that Sir 
Thomas Watson has been seriously ill. The attack began 
during the cold weather with severe muscular and neuralgic 
pains in the back and one thigh. This attack confined 
him to bed. Then, probably in consequence of a chill while 
sitting up in bed, he got inflammatory congestion of the 
lower part of both lungs. The pulmonary symptoms soon 
began to subside, and have now almost entirely passed 
away. Sir Thomas is still confined to his bed, but there is 
every reason to hope that he will continue to make steady 
progress towards complete recovery. The medical friends 
im attendance upon him are Dr. Burrows and Dr. George 
Johnson. 


H.R.H. PRINCE LEOPOLD. 


Ma. G. Viviaw Poors, M.B.. Lond. M.R.C.P., bas been 
appointed private medical attendant to Prince Leopold, 
whose health, unfortunately, requires close medical super- 
vision. Mr. Poore was a distinguished student of Uni- 
versity College Hospital (where he has recently filled the 
office of résident medical officer), and took the Exhibition 
and Gold Medal in Medicine at the M.B. examination in 
1868. 





MEDICAL REFORM AT LIVERPOOL. 


A weettnc of the profession at Liverpool was held on 
the 25th instant, when a resolution was passed approving 
strongly the establishment of a Conjoint Board. Mr. R. 
Hamilton proposed—*“ That this meeting is convinced that 
no enactment will give satisfaction to the profession at large 
which does not provide fora more direct representation of 
the general body of practitioners on the General Medical 
Council.” The motion was unanimously agreed to. The 
Courier adds that a telegram was read from Mr. Graves, 
M.P., stating that a strog opinion existed in Londbn 
against the great powers given to the Privy Council. This 
must have been well known to the meeting, but, strange to 
say, it does not seem to have discussed this feature of the 
Bill. 

A petition of the registered medical practitioners residing 
in Liverpool has been addressed to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, setting forth the practitioners’ gratification at the 
introduction into Parliament of a Bill for the establishment 
of a single joimt examining board for each division of the 
kingdom. The petition further shows that the medival 








profession will refuse to rest satisfied with any legislation 
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which does not provide for the direct representation of 
the members of the profession upon the General Medical 
Council, and, accordingly, desiderates such a provision in 
the Bill now before Parliament. 





DR. SLATER AND THE GUARDIANS OF 


ISLINGTON. 


Tue Poor-law Board, in an answer to a memorial of Dr. 
Slater, have informed him that the guardians, in electing 
another person to his district, have acted within the scope 
of their legal powers, and the Poor-law Board do not think 
that they have any authority to interfere in his behalf. 
They would, however, be willing to send a copy of his 
memorial to the guardians. This Dr. Slater has declined. 
We have not heard that the guardians have acceded to the 
request of the Poor-law Board to be furnished with their 
observations on the practical dismissal of Dr. Slater. The 
letter of the Poor-law Board, and the recent remarks of 
Mr. Goschen in the House of Commons, both point to the 
necessity of revising the mode in which such appointments 
shall in future be made. 


LADY MORDAUNT. 


Tue reference made in last week’s Lancet to Lady Mor- 
daunt has called forth from Dr. Tyler Smith a letter in 
The Times discourteous in tone, if not disingenuous in sub- 
stance. We had stated that Lady Mordaunt’s mental condi- 
tion had for many months undergone no perceptible change ; 
that her Ladyship was residing with Dr. Wynter and his 
family ; and that dementia resulting from ordinary insanity 
is almost invariably hopeless, but as the sequela of puerperal 
mania its prognosis is more favourable. To the first of 
these statements Dr. Tyler Smith gives u vague denial, and 
then proceeds to insinuate that her Ladyship is under his 
medical care, and his only,—if not also under his own roof. 
In an evening contemporary, Dr. Wynter confirms our 
statement that Lady Mordaunt has been for the last three 
weeks under his “immediate care” and “constant inspec- 
tion ;” while Dr. Tyler Smith must excuse us for saying 
that the opinion we have expressed as to her Ladyship’s 
mental condition was derived from sources whose authority 
we decline to supersede by his own. 





THE SPECIAL CONSTABLE AT THE COLLECE 
OF SURGEONS. 


From a letter which Mr. Heath has forwarded to us, and 
which appears in another column, we learn, with pain and 
regret, that the statement made with so much bonhommie 
by the President of the College of Surgeons at the meeting 
on the 22nd inst. was incorrect. It is simply an outrageous 
fact, that the authorities of the College of Surgeons did so 
mistrust the Fellows and Members of their corporation 
that, on the eve of their assembling together, they took 
steps to swear in the most stalwart of the College servants 
to act as a special constable in case of apprehended riot. 
The official document quoted by Mr. Heath leaves no doubt 
as to the fact of the constable’s being sworn in “ to prevent 
felonies and disorder’ at the College of Surgeons, on the 
24th March, and the statement made by Mr. Cock is there- 
fore proved to be inaccurate. 

The police authorities of the present day are not given 
to delegating power to irresponsible hands ; and the idea, 
therefore, that a special constable was sworn in “months 
ago,” as suggested by Mr. Cock, with no special object in 
view, was simply absurd, and a very little inquiry has 
sufficed to expose the recklessness of this official state- 
ment. 








Tue Committee of the Association for Extending the 
Contagious Diseases Act to the Civil Population will meet 
on Tuesday, May 3rd, at 12, Cavendish-square, at 2 P.m., 
to discuss the annual report and other business. 





Dr. Rurserrorp, C.B., Deputy Inspector-General of 
Hospitals, will, it is expected, succeed Deputy Inspector- 
General Dr. Crawford, as head of the Medical Branch, on 
the latter gentleman’s vacating that appointment. 





Sir Jonn Gray, M.P., is, we regret to hear, suffering 
from a severe attack of inflammation of the throat. 





In the case of the woman against whom we noticed last 
week that Dr. Aldis had taken out a summons for conveying 
in a cab a child suffering from scarlet fever, a mitigated 
penalty has been imposed; but the magistrate announced 
his intention to impose the full penalty in future cases. 





Tue students at Surgeons’ Hall, Edinburgh, have just 
presented a splendid case of amputating instruments, with 
a highly flattering address, to Dr. Alexander Sinclair, who 
has for two years held the position of Demonstrator of 
Anatomy at the Hall, and is now about to leave for England. 





Dr. Harpwicke, the medical officer of health for Pad- 
dington, has instituted proceedings in four cases of neglect 
of vaccination; and Mr. Mansfield, the Marylebone magis- 
trate, in adjudicating upon the cases, expressed himself 
strongly against the ignorance and obstinacy which hin- 
dered the effective operation of the Act. 





Tue Bucks Militia, which has its head quarters at High 
Wycombe, is not to be called out for training this spring, 
in consequence of the prevalence of small-pox in the town. 





Tue Town Council of Stamford held a special meeting 
last week to take Mr. J. N. Radcliffe’s report on the sanitary 
condition of the town into consideration, when it was una- 
nimously decided to adopt the Local Government Act, in 
pursuance of Mr. Radcliffe’s recommendation. 





Tue subscriptions to the fund for defraying the costs of 
the projected inquiry upon sewage utilisation by a com- 
mittee of the British Association amount now to upwards 
of £1200, and we are glad to learn that the committee 
will begin their investigation forthwith. 





On the evening of Thursday, the 2lst inst., the attend- 
ants of the County and City of Worcester Pauper Lunatic 
Asylum, assisted by the officers of the Scots Fusilier 
Guards, gave an entertainment in honour of Dr. George 
Stanley Elliott, medical assistant in the institution. The 
programme included several vocal performances, in which 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moncrieff greatly distinguished himself; 
and at the close a very handsome silver cup was presented 
to Dr. Elliott, in token of the esteem he was held in by 
everyone connected with the Asylum, to which he was about 
to bid farewell. 





Txose of our readers who belong to the public services 
may be glad to have their attention directed to an adver- 
tisement in our columns announcing that the officers of the 
Navy andof the British and Indian Medical Services will dine 
together at Willis’s Rooms, on the 3rd of June, Sir Gal- 
braith Logan, K.C.B., Director-General of the Army 
Medical Department, to preside. 
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or 
MEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION. 
Special Meeting. 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 
Taurspay, Apri 28TH. 

In consequence of the introduction of the new amended 
Medical Bill into the House of Lords, the Medical Council 
was d toa ble on Thursday at the College of 
Surgeons, the usual place of meeting at the College of Phy- 
sicians not being available. The Council met at 2 o’clock, 
Dr. Paget, the President, in the chair. All the members 
were present except Dr. Rumsey. The Minutes of the last 
meeting having been read and confirmed, 

The Presipent said: All the members of the Council are 
perhaps aware that the rooms in which we have been so 
often kindly received at the College of Physicians are oc- 
cupied to-day by the ordinary business of the College, so that 
it was impossible for the Council to meet there. That was 
no sooner made known by one or two of our members to 
the authorities of this College than these rooms were very 
courteously offered for the use of the Council as long as 
they could be spared from the ordinary business of the Col- 
lege—that is, for four days, until Monday. After Monday 
they will be again required for the College examinations. 
We have met to consider the Bill which has been nted 
in the House of Lords by the Lord President of the Coun- 
cil, and it is important, for the th and expeditious 
discussion of the Bill, that we should follow some order in 
consi it. This matter was talked over yesterday by 
the Executive Committee, and the opinion I am going to 

now is in accordance with that of the Executive 
Committee. Evidently three thi ought to be done. 
First, for a thorough discussion of the Bill, it is 
to go over the clauses seriatim, di ing them clause by 
clause. Next, if any member of the Council considers that 
there has been any omission in the Bill, that there ought 
to be something in the Bill which is not to be found there, 
he should be at liberty to draw our attention to it, and to 
prweere a resolution accordingly. And, thirdly, some mem- 
of the Council may wish to propose either a general or 
a modified approbation or disapprobation of the Bill. 
Then the question would be in what order we should 
take these matters. Perhaps the most obvious one would be, 
first to discuss the question of a eral approbation of 
the principle of the Bill, ath vo somewhut to the 
second reading of a Bill in the House of Commons. But to 
that there is rather a practical objection on the score of 
economy of time. Discussion of that kind is almost sure 
to become a discussion of puoi: clauses of the Bill, and 
so to lead to a repetition of the discussion. It was thought, 
therefore, by the Executive Committee, that the greatest 
economy of time would be secured by entering at once upon 
the discussion of the Bill clause by clause, and taking the 
other two matters afterwards. After the discussion of the 
Bill, clause by clause, any member of the Council may 
any new matter that he thinks ought to be in an 
amended Medical Act, and then, if the vveapeg Fg 
proper, some resolution may be proposed giving a or a 
qramel, or a modified approbation, whichever the Council 

i , to the Bill. If that be the wish of the 

Council, we will proceed in that order. The first business 





clause by clause. I will only mention one other thing, 
which has been ted to me by one of the members, 
that members of the Council who have any 
Er, 50 say ons Ge eve seeeen ot he 
express their opinions e form of notices 
the programme. They will, by that means, give time 
the other members of the Council to consider the subject, 
and will have their views more 

thus save and 


I draw your attention to. About an 








ago I received an unofficial communication expressing the 
opinion that there had been exaggerated notions enter- 
tained, not by this Council, but by other bodies and 
aa as to the extent of the ponee gapeees to be con- 
erred upon the Privy Council by this Bill, in reference to 
a Medical Examining Board, and the examination rules. 
Of course in this matter I am expressing no opinion of 
my own. I do not think this a suitable time to express any 
opinion, but I was requested to make some explanations 
upon the subject, and I think it reasonable to do so as far 
asIcan. I am enabled to do that partly by what passed 
in a conference with Lord De Grey with which the Executive 
Committee were favoured on the 8th of April, and partly by 
the unofficial communication I have received to-day. There 
was a good deal of conversation with Lord De Grey as to the 
powers given to the Privy Council, and particularly with 
reference to the power of modifying the schemes put before 
them. I may say at once it was distinctly stated by Lord 
De Grey, and confirmed as a matter of legal interpretation 
by the gentleman who was with him, and who was the 
draughtsman of the Bill, that the words in this Bill would 
give the Privy Council no power whatever of originating 
any scheme, or of modifying anything beyond the four 
corners of the schemes brought before them by the Medical 
Council. Those were the words used in the conversation. 
That was distinctly stated more than once by Lord De Grey, 
and by the legal gentleman, the draughtsman of the Bill, 
who sat beside him. The opinion then expressed amounted 
to this: that it would be wrong to construe the power of 
the Privy Council to make modifications in the scheme pro- 
to them as a power to convert the scheme into some- 
thing entirely different, because that would be a power of 
making a scheme—a power which was withheld from the 
Privy cil by the Bill. Under the Bill the Privy Council 
would be obli to leave the main features of the scheme 
untouched. That is substantially the opinion of those who 
have been concerned in drawing up this Bill. I mention it 
merely as a matter of explanation, and not, of course, as 
any argument for being or not being satisfied with the Bill 
as it stands. I think it was due to Lord De Grey and those 
who drew up the Bill to make so much explanation ; but of 
course you will understand that what I state is not from any 
official communication. As is known probably to most of 
ou, the shocking calamity that has befallen Lord De Grey’s 
amily within the last few days makes it almost imprac- 
ticable to have any official communication with him at the 
present time. 

At the suggestion of the Presipent the Business Com- 
mittee was pointed, and on the motion of Dr. ANDREW 
Woop, seconded by Mr. Harcrave, the Registration Com- 
mittee was also re-appointed. 

Dr. Actanp proposed “That the Council do now resolve 
itself into committee for the consideration, clause by clause, 
of the Medical Act Amendment Bill, presented to the House 
of Lords by the Lord President.” In deing so, he said, one 
reason why it would be convenient to follow the mode of 
procedure which the Executive Committee had decided upon 
recommending to the Council was, that by to-morrow the 
amendments and propositions and suggestions which 
had occurred to the minds of different members of the 
Council would be placed before them. Alluding to the 
eye | being held at the College of Surgeons instead of at 
the College of Physicians, he said that he had not been in 
the room since the Council met there in 1859, when the 
first really serious meeting in which important business 
was transacted was held. Just one half of the present 
Council were there on that occasion, and they must all be 
struck with the extraordinary change which had come over 
the spirit of medical affairs since that time. Instead of 
meeting as at that time with difficulty and with doubt, and 


holding discussions such as could not and would not now 
take , the Council were now a combined body, having 
but two great objects before them,—first, the of the 


public at large and of the whole profession, and, secondly, 
the maintenance of the character for usefulness of the 
several bodies which they represented. It was sometimes 
imputed that the Council advocated principally the interests 
of ies which the members represented, but in his 
opinion that purpose was subordinated to the first and 
larger duty of advocating the good of the whole profession. 
It was a matter of ulness and of satisfaction that 
they could now meet together in harmony and with a desire 
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for the common good. The past ten years had shaken them 
into one corporate institution, all the members of which 
were endeavouring, to the best of their judgment, to dis- 
charge harmoniously and unitedly the duties they had 
undertaken. 

Dr. Agurtta Smrra seconded the motion, which was 


to. 

he Council then proveeded to consider the clauses of 
the Bill. The first clause that gave rise to any discussion 
was Clanse 3 :—“ After the date fixed for the commence- 
ment of examinations by the first medical examining 
board appointed under this Act, no person who is not at 
that date qualified to be registered under the principal Act 
shall be registered under that Act unless he has, after ex- 
athination by a medical examining board appointed under 
this Act, obtained a licence to practise in medicine and sur- 

under this Act.” 

tr. C. Hawxrns said that the clause involved a point of 
vital importance to all the corporations represented on the 
Council, It introduced a most serious change into the con- 
stitation of the medical profession. Hitherto the qualifica- 
tion to be registered consisted of a degree or diploma from 
one of the bodies mentioned in Schedule A of the Medical 
Act of 1858. By a resolution of the Council in Feb 
last it was agreed that that should be continued, but wi 
the addition of a certificate of having passed the examina- 
tion of a new body created under the new Act. The nt 
clause was in direct opposition to that resolution of the 
€ouncil, for under it a licence was to be given after exami- 
nation of one of the three new bodies, without any refer- 
ence to the universities and corporations. Thus the licen- 
@ing power was taken away from every university and 
<orporation, and the practitioner need not belong to any one 
of those bodies. He would suggest that all reference to 
granting a licence to practise should be omitted from the 
clause, and that it should read as follows :—“ After the date 
fixed for the commencement of examinations by the first 
medical examining bourd appointed under this Act, no per- 
son who is not at that date qualified to be registered under 
the principal Act shall be registered under that Act, unless 
he has, after examination by a medical examining board 
appointed under this Act, obtained a certificate of com- 
petency to practise in medicine and su “9 

Dr. Apsoun said the proposal of . Hawkins was in 
accordance with an amendment that he (Dr. Apjohn) moved 
at the last meeting of the Council, but which was rejected. 
The amendment declared that no one should be admitted to 
the central examination without possessing a licence from 
one of the corporate bodies. 

Dr. Fiemrne said the — of the Bill was evidently to 
prevent confusion by the licensing bodies giving the title 
of “licentiate” to the holders of their diplomas. It was in- 
tended that the title bestowed by those bodies should be 
“associate” or “member.” 

Dr. Bernetr said it was no doubt the intention of the 
Government to do away with any equivoval use of the term 
“liventiate,” and to sh the use of it by any of the 
th highest importance, and he Ghought it ought to be 

ighest ce, e ht it ought to 
taken into oudnanntce at once. . ” 

Dr. Crtstison said that all questions connected with the 
present proceedings were immeasurably inferior to that 
now before the Council. He was not present at the last 
meeting of the Council, but he ised the fitness of 
the resolution that was then 4 t resolution met 
the wishes of the Government, and in consideration of that 
he it it would have been well if some little delay had 
taken place, so that the Council might have the oppor- 
tunity of showing how, under the resolution, all that was 
desired by the Government and by the ession would be 


carried th h. The great object was a more 
aatifuctory proc thatthe candidates who were admitted 

practise really possessed an adequate know their 
profession in all its branches. That could easily be accom- 
plished by a conjoint board, which should not encroach 
apon the privilege of the corporations or universities, but, 


on the coutrary, promote their interests. The Bill was of 
a very different nature from what they had expected, and it 


was attended with greater danger to the licensing 
bodies; but he thought the - could show to 
the Government that means could be devised by all 


that was desired might be accomplished with safety to 








= 





them all. He that the opinion of the Council 
had not been taken by the Government on some of the 
details of the Bill before it was drawn up. 

Mr. Harcrave thought a mere substitution of “ certificate 
of competency” for “ licence to practise” would be a very 
mean and bald way of meeting pro . It would be 
reducing the title and the board itself to the very lowest 

int. The body he represented was very anxious to retain 
the title of “‘licentiate.” 

Dr. Atex. Woop'said it'was clear that the Bill was not 
at all what they were led to expect, or in accordance with 
the resolution passed, after long discussion, at the last 
meeting of the Council. The effect of the Bill was com- 
pletely to disfranchise the existing bodies in Schedule A ; 
and the only thing held out to them was that there 
be in the Medical Register a column in which what were 
ealled higher qualifications might be registered. It was con- 
sidered that gentlemen would not like to see that column 
blank after their names; and upon that feeling the main- 
tenance and existence of the Colleges would entirely 
depend. (Hear, hear.) It might be a proper thing to do, 
but let them not be called upon to perform the “ 
despateh ” own Sa without knowing what 
were doing. e Bill proposed to s away powers 
conferred by Royal charters upon vetoes Wollien iene of 
them of ancient date, and to organise a new body 


gether to give a licence to . If the were 
accepted, it might be but the thin end of the , and 
next year a might be introduced to do away the 


third colamn of the Register. The Council ought — | 
and seriously to consider whether the advan 
out by the Bill were worth the destruction of time- 
honoured medical corporations. It had been argued that 
they might safely be abolished. No doubt they were not 

ect; but he maintained that it would be a serious loss 
if the profession were deprived of the surveillance and the 
esprit de corps which were associated with the existing 
li bodies. (Hear, hear.) 


Dr. Parxes suggested that it would greatly facilitate 
matters if they could ascertain from the ovectitins 
whether such a modification of the Bill would be assented 
to as would compel oo ee examined by the central 
board to join one of the es before tion. 

Dr. eo heh ee a bed the cil should come 
to an independent decision upon t e subject. thought 
the Council, if consulted at all, ought to have had a draft 
of the Bill submitted to it. It would not be dignified now to 
go to the Government; the most honest and proper course 
would be to declare their own views, and let the Govern- 
ment adopt them if it choose. Was it necessary, in order to 
eatry out the main features of medical reform which 
all desired, to degrade or cripple the t medical 
surgical institutions of the country ? 
were to collapse, what guarantee was there that the medical 
education of the future would be as efficient as it had been 
in the past, through the agency of those bodies? 
A scheme had been lately 
of which was that any person entering the medical profes- 
sion must in the first instance pass all the examinations 
him for the practice of medicine, sur- 
, and midwifery by a conjoint board, to be 

canal division of the kingdom. The next 

was that any person who has these examinations, 
before he can be placed on the Medical Register, must be- 
come associated with one of the universities com in 
Schedule A of the Medical Act of 1858, as a , OF 
with one of the corporations comprised in the same schedule 
as a member, licentiate, or fellow. (Hear, hear.) It was also 
to have a uniform fee in each division of the 


~ 


ngdom. He did not think it necessary that there should 
be another éxamination for the minor degrees obtainable at 
the Co after the State board examination. 

Dr. A. arson, while his approval of 


tained. Mr. Hawkins’s would the clause into 
harmony with the resolu passed by Council. He 
should be glad to know what were the ci that 


had so far modified the views of the Government. The 
Meg ham en > Aes tle ew hth gen 


ae ee re 
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Dr. Benwerr said the cireumstances referred to by Dr. 
Thomson could only be known to the Government itself. 
No undertaking was ever given as to meeting the views of | 
the Medical Council, and the proposed Bill was solely the | 
embodiment of the opinions of the Government. He might | 
mention that the Co: of Physicians had passed several | 
resolutions in regard to the Bil), one of which was a protest | 

inst a licence being given by the central board 
tive of enrolment in some of the recognised medical 
The question was one of vital importance, and he did not 
think it would he of much use to go into the other details of | 
the Bill until it was settled. He did not know how the | 
views of the Government could be ascertained, but he 
thought the Council should at onee come to a definite deci- 
oa on Ses . If it was asked, “Why should men 
trouble ves about the colleges oe succeed in 
passing the examination of a competent-tri ” one reply 
to the question would be that unless the licentiates were in | 
connexion with one or other of the existing authorities there | 
would be no longer any general control over their conduct, 
the character of the fession would be likely to be | 





from it. They considered that a man ought not to be com- 
to ye any other examination, or to be subject to the 

ws which any particular a body might choose to 
impose upon him. The difficulty then arose, and must have 
resented itself to the Government—suppose a person to 
ve passed this one examination, in what nny oo ge he be 
compelled to beeome a member of a corporate ly. Were 
the corporate bodies to be compelled to admit him to their 
lowest degree and qualification? Would the corporate 
bodies assent to that? Would the various universities 
t their lowest qualification to such a man, and allow 

im to become a member of their body? That was 
the difficult position in which Government found them- 
selves. Were they to admit the man to practice after 
passing this conjoint board, or should they compel some 
ogee bodies to grant him a licence? and, if so, what 
i af He did not aap el the Sovermmnane nk 
over the “ in any way t that pro in 
the Bill. ay to harmonise their views with those of 
the coporate bodies, and to maintain the corporate bodies, 
the Government wished to offer all inducements to men to 


seriously damaged, and the welfare of the public jeopardised belong to te bodies. The difference, therefore, be- 
without some such supervision. (Hear, hear.) tween the ions of the Medical Council, as hitherto ex- 

. A. Surrn said that the body which he represented | pressed, the proposal of the Government, was that the 
had petitioned the House of Lords on the subject, objecting Connell felt that a man should be compelled to belong to a 


to the granting of licences without reference to the univer- 
sities and corporate bodies. 

Dr. Apsoun said that similar views were entertained by 
the represented by him, and that it also adhered to 
its opinion in favour of a single licensing board instead of | 
three. He thought the licence of the central board ought 
not to be given till after the examinations of the co 
and at the last meeting of the Council he had moved, 
unsuccessfully, an amendment to that effect. 
Dr. Stoxes said that one advantage of Dr. Apjohn’s sug- 
gestion would be that it would act as a stimulus to the 

ucational bodies, changing the competition downwards, 
of which complaints had been made, into a competition 


wards. Cites, hese.) 
Dr. Parkes re is suggestion that the Governmen 
should be a: ed toin the matter, in order to ascertain 


whether it would consent to modify the Bill in the direction 
indicated 


in 

The Presipent said it would be better first to take.a vote 

upon the motion of Mr, Hawkins, and if it were ad 
Government could then be appealed to on the subject. 

Dr. Quay said that the Government proposal the 
merit of great simplicity. oo? ge Seen urged to it 
was that the colleges byes pst. pane t were left 
as they were at present, and could examine their students 
as before. He did not think it desirable to send a deputa- 
tion to the Government at present, the probability being 
that other points would arise in the course of the sittings 
the Council as to which it might be necessary to com- 
municate with the Government. 

Dr. Macrosrn said that the great objection to the Bill 
pa ng * Sanped Salter A woe ape education of the 
country. It mig i e main ground of objec- 
tion on the part of the colleges was a i by 9 
however, was not the case. No doubt the funds of the 
existing bodies would suffer, and Government must make 
them u zn ND, WOT Ce aa, (Laughter.) 

Mr. Ptr said the Bill would i justi 
the body he represented. That hody had never 
theref: one oe th wade b aainn eh “0 

‘ore not see the n tbya 
Governmental . Atone time the fees received ae 


mut | 


a 


= 


f 


Dr. Humpnry said on this question the Medieal Council 
must come to a decision one wa 
won inaabenk: 


| to corporate bodies, 








corporate body, while the plan of the Government was to 
offer a strong inducement to secure the same object. The 
Bill left it open to the corporate bodies to draw the men 
within their control. Yet there was a certain measure of 
compulsion combined with the Government plan of induce- 
ment, so that really and practically almost all would belong 
as all bodies which received funds from 
the examinations would have to admit the men to their 
membership. What the Council had now to consider was 
whether that plan of inducement combined with a certain 
amount of compulsion would be sufficient. If they di 
with the plan, as he thought they would, the effect in all 
probability would be the rejection of the Bill entirely for the 
present session. 

Dr. Curistison apprehended that the views of the 
Council would, to a great extent, depend upon the point to 
which the examinations by the board would be eondueted. 
If they were limited to that which would satisfy the 
country, so much apprehension would not be felt about the 
result of the Bill; ont if, on the other hand, the Govern- 
ment insisted that all the examinations, ab initio usque ad 
finem, should be conducted by the board, and that the 
lieences to practise and registration should be in the hands 
of the , then the corporations and universities would 
find themselves in a predicament. What was required was 
that the examination of the conjoint board should be a 

that the gentlemen who passed it possessed sufficient 
ledge to practise in medicine, surgery, and midwifery. 

If Government would be satisfied with such a limit there 
would be no objection to the Bill. Then, too, the financial 
bearing of the Bill was important to the Government. If 
a board was appointed to examine in omnibus, it would 
n be very expensive ; but if it was confined to that 
which seemed sufficient for all purposes, the expenses 
would be very small. He was persuaded that the Govern- 
ment had never thoroughly looked into the financial 
uestion, for if they had they would have discovered to 

eir rise that the returns of the board would go a 
very indeed to recompense the universities and 
corporations for what they would lose. He had made a 
caleulation which showed that the fees which might be 
expected to be received by the new board would amount to 
very little more than one-half of that which the universities 
pom | corportions at present drew, although that was by no 
means a large sum. Thus, if they attempted toremunerate 
the tions and universities, they would find themselves 
without funds to do it. 

Dr. Stornrar thought the Government must have had 
some very sound reasons for drawing up the Bill in its 

t form, and therefore, as the motion was opposed to 
the Bill, he could not vote for it. If, however, that motion 
adopted by the President of the 


Council he should mest cordially support it. 


8s 
In reply to a question by Dr. THomson, 
Mr. Hawkins said no member of a university or corpo- 
rate body would be allowed to be registered unless he pos- 
sessed the certificate 


of competency; while, if the motion 
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was agreed to, no one could be registered unless he had a 
licence from one of the licensing bodies mentioned in 
Schedule A of the Act of 1858. 

Dr. Parkes moved an amendment, to the effect that a 
committee of eight members should be appointed to confer 
to-morrow morning with the Lord President of the Council 
or his advisers on the subject. It was a safer course to as- 
certain the reasons of the Government for doing as they had 
done before coming to a decision. If the Government 
stated positively that this was a matter on which they could 
in no wise give way, then the best course would be not to 
reject the Bill altogether, but to accept its principle, and 
then see how best the interests of the various corporations 
and universities could be protected. 

Dr. AtexanpEeR Woop objected to the amendment being 
put, as not raising a fair issue. The Council had before 
them a resolution to the effect that it was not desirable to 
create a new licence in medicine and , and the 
pro) r issue to raise was that it was desirable to do so. Dr. 

es’s proposition would, however, lead them off to nego- 
tiations as to what the reasons of the Government were for 
inserting particular clauses in the Bill. He ed the 
Medical Council as better informed with regard to the 
wants of the medical profession than any Government ever 
could be. To agree to the amendment would be the first 
step to placing their backs under the heel of the Govern- 
ment. 

Dr. CuRisTison seconded the amendment. It simply 
advised the Council to pause before coming to a definite 
resolution contrary to the Government Bill. 

Mr. Hawxrns considered it would be almost wrong to ask 
Lord de Grey to meet a deputation under the present cir- 
cumstances. If the third clause were set aside the fourth 
must be also. If they proceeded with the clauses, however, 
they would at the end put their reasons and suggestions 

ther and submit them to the Government. 
e@ PreEsIpENT stated that it was most improbable that 
an interview with Lord de Grey would take place to-morrow. 

Dr. Parkes said then it might be with those who were 
competent to speak in his name. 

Dr. ANDREW Woop thought it would be undignified for 
the Council to go to any one but the Lord President, even 
if that were the proper time for a deputation, which he 
doubted. 

Dr. Quarn stated that the College of Physicians intended 
to seek an opportunity of representing their views on the 
subject to the Government. 

After some further discussion the amendment was with- 
drawn. 

Dr. AqurLua SamirH proposed, as an amendment, that the 
clause should read, “‘ After the date fixed for the commence- 
ment of examinations by the first medical examining board 
appdinted under this Act, no person who is not at that date 
qualified to be registered under the principal Act shall be 
registered under that Act, unless after examination and 
approval in medicine and surgery by an examining board 
appointed by this Act.” This would not commit the Council 
to anything except that an examining board or 
ought to be appointed. 

é¢ amendment was seconded by Dr. Apyoun; but on a 
division being taken it was negatived, and Mr. Hawkins’s 
resolution was agreed to. 

On Clause 4: “ For the purpose of conducting the said 
examinations and granting the said licences, there shall be 
established in each part of the United Kingdom-—that is to 
say, England, Scotland, and Ireland respectively—a medical 
examining board, by means of a scheme confirmed by the 
Privy Council in manner provided by this Act.” 

Mr. Hawkins moved that instead of the word “licences” 
on “certificate of competency” should be substi- 

Mr. Coopsr seconded the motion. 

Sir D. Corxigan moved as an amendment that the words 
“and granting the said licences” should be omitted. This 
would leave it open as to what body the certificate should 
come from. All such certificates should bear a common 
stamp; there ought to be a different stamp for each of the 
three divisions, such as Mr. Hawkins’s motion would bind 
them to. 

The amendment was negatived, and the resolution was 


to. 
On the motion of Dr. Anprew Woop, seconded by Dr. 





FLeminG, the consideration of clauses 5, 6, and 7 was post- 


poned till to-morrow. 

Clause 8: “ A scheme for amending any Dire scheme 
in force under this Act in any part of the United Kingdom 
may, from time to time, be submitted by the medical 
authorities of that part of the United Kingdom to the 
General Medical Council, and whether so submitted or not, 
may be proposed by the General Medical Council to the 
Privy Council, and may be confirmed by the Privy Council, 
and the provisions of this Act respecting the notice of, and 
objections and representations respecting, and the confirma- 
tion and effect of an original scheme, shall apply in the 
case of an amending scheme.” 

On the motion of Dr. Humpury, after the words “may 
be proposed,” the words “to the Privy Council by the 
General Medical Council, notice having m given to the 
medical authorities,” were inserted. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at 1 o’clock. 








POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION. 





Tue quarterly meeting of the Poor-law Medical Officers’ 
Association was held at the Freemasons’ Tavern on Wed- 
nesday evening, Dr. Rogers in the chair. The Honorary 
Secretaries, Drs. Dudfield and Welch, were present, and 
there was a good attendance of members. Mr. Corrance, 
M.P., and several guardians also took part in the pro- 
ceedings. 

The Report of the Council was read. It stated that 
great exertions had been made in favour of the Superannua- 
tion Bill, nearly 250 petitions having been received for 
presentation when the Bill comes to be read a second time, 
on the 22nd June. The Council expressed gratification at 
the mode in which dispensaries are wes introduced in 
Bethnal-green, and also at the frank and out-spoken de- 
claration of Mr. Goschen in support of the pune of per- 
manence of medical appointments in all cases. e annual 
meeting of the Association will be held on Wednesday, the 
13th of July. 

Dr. Roasrs moved the adoption of the report, and after 
deploring the absence of any allusion to Poor-law Reform 
in the Queen’s s h, co’ the Association on the 
further establishment of dispensaries in the m is, 
which he attributed largely to the initiative taken by Dr. 
Brydges, of the Poor-law Board. Dr. rs then ed 
that the increase in the salaries of the Poor-law medical 
officers within the last ten years was not commensurate 
with the increase either of population or of pauperism, and 
was more than swallowed up the extra consumption of 
drugs; the medical officers being, in fact, worse off now 
than they were when it was stated by Mr. Sotheron 
Estcourt that “medical relief required to be put on a 
better footing.” Dr. Rogers explained the peculiar hard- 
ships in the case of the country parish doctor, who has to 
attend all the poor, because there are no hospitals or 
charitable dispensaries to take charge of them, and who 
has to keep a horse, and find all drugs and appliances, for a 
stipend not sufficient, in many cases, to pay either for the 
horse or the medicine. Dr. Rogers then analysed the 
return of the mortality of the three kingdoms, which, he 
said, was 1 in 43 of the population of England, 1 in 44 in 
Scotland, and only 1 in 60 in Ireland. In England 1 in 
190 of the population die annually from zymotic diseases, 
1 in 194 in Scotland, and 1 in 308 in Ireland. The rate of 
mortality from small-pox, measles, scarlet fever, and fever 
is nearly the same in England and Scotland, but is in each 
case considerably less in d; and Dr. op contended 
that these interesting results are due to the efficiency of 
the medical and sanitary ents carried out under 
the dispensary system. He w attention to the fact 
that whilst pauperism costs 6s. 11jd. per head of the 
population in England, and 5s. 7jd. in Scotland, it costs 
only 2s. 11$d. per head in Ireland. After making all 
possible corrections, there remains, said Dr. Rogers, enough 
to prove his t that much of this excessive 
might have been prevented if Parliament had paid as 
much attention to the ion of the health of the 

r, as they have at all times given to that of their cattle. 

n conclusion Dr. Rogers alluded to the necessity of sup- 
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ng Mr. Brady’s Su nuation Bill, and stated that he 
240 separate petitions in its favour, which would be 
ouse of Commons at the proper time. 
report was seconded by Dr. Ricuarps. 
It was then moved by Dr. Anocus McMruan, of Hall, 
“ That this meeting cordial ly approves Mr. Brady’s Medical 
Officers’ Superannuation Bill, and requests the Council to 
mem the President of the Poor-law Board in support 
of the measure.” 

This was seconded by Dr. Drxon, of Rotherhithe, and 
carried. 

Mr. Benson Baxer then moved, “ That this has 
observed with satisfaction the steps taken to lish 
Poor-law dispensaries in the metropolis; and, while re- 


gretting the slow hitherto made, gery! hopes 
that the may be speedily introduced, not 7 in all 
parts of m, but also in all large towns and other 
suitable localities.” 


This was seconded by Mr. Fraser, a guardian of the 
Westminster Union, and also carried. 

Dr. STauLarp moved, and Mr. Corrance, M.P., seconded, 
a vote of thanks to the Council for their services during the 
past quarter. 

Mr. Corrance stated that he took peculiar interest in 
this Association, because it was the only one which had 
definite practical views on the reformation of the Poor Law. 
The repressing system of starving people out of pauperism 
had starved them into it; but amidst all the icting 

8, noue were so reasonable as those of this Associa- 
tion. Statisticians admitted that, as regards friendly socie- 
ties, the amount of sickness and cans ye d was greatly 
reduced by the provision of prompt and efficient medical 
attendance, and a great premium is consequently required 
when no such attendance is provided for. The Poor Law 
might be regarded, fundamentally, as a species of assurance 

i yee | contingencies amongst a certain class. 
And as in friendly societies, so in the Poor Law, it was 
essential to provide prompt and efficient means both of 
preventing and treating disease. Notwithstanding all the 
reservations which were n , he thought the fact 
established that the Irish system had been means of 
diminishing pauperism, disease, and death. One great 
argument in favour of the Irish system was, that it ap- 
to satisfy all parties, for he believed that the dis- 
hag of t = ish Poor-law ae Se was, 
in itself, a strong evidence against the English practice. 
He should be at all times to render the Association all 
the aid he could. 
The motion was passed by acclamation. 





TYPHUS AT WHITEHAVEN. 

In the Report of the Registrar-General for the December 
quarter of 1869, it was stated of Whitehaven that the 
births during the quarter had been 110, and the deaths 124. 
Scarlet fever had caused 9 of the deaths, and other forms 
of fever 31. The excessive mortality in the town, and the 
very large proportion of deaths from fever, attracted the 
attention of the Medical Department of the Privy Council, 
and the local authority of Whitehaven was called upon for 
an explanation of the circumstances which had given rise 
to the large preponderance of deaths over births, and the 
local prevalence of fever, as indicated by the mortality from 
that disease. It is to be assumed that the explanation 
given was not satisfactory, for Dr. Buchanan was directed 
to make an inquiry into the nature of the fever 
in Whitehaven, and generally into the sanitary state of the 


town. This investigation was carried out in the course of 
the past week, and it has t to light the fact that 
typhus has been epidemic in itehaven during the 


four months ; from 360 to 370 cases having occurred within 
that period, of which one in every six is said to have ended 
fatally. This outbreak, as would be surmised, is connected 
with much overcrowding of population, and with exceed- 
defective sanitary arrangements. It is reported that 
of = inhabited houses in the town, 2500 have no drainage 
at 
Much money has been spent in Whitehaven recently in 
providing a system of drainage for the town, but the works 








have not yet overtaken the needs of the crowded districts ; ° 
indeed, still lag far behind those needs. The over- 


crowdi the poorer districts of the town is an old story, 
and typhus is no new visitant. Judging from the accounts 
which have reached us, there are many localities in White- 
haven as in arrangements, defective in sanitary 


provision, and as greatly overcrowded as when Mr. Rawlin- 
son inspected the town for the General Bourd of Health 
in 1849. 

Dr. Buchanan’s visit was well-timed, as it enabled him 
to vent the assembling of the Cumberland Militia in 
Whitehaven, for their annual training. The men, as there 
are no barracks, would have been billeted in the different 
localities yey with typhus. Dr. Buchanan tele- 
graphed to Privy Council, indicating the danger to 
which the militia would be subjected if . were permitted 
to assemble, and measures were immediately taken, th h 
the authorities, to countermand the order for the 
muster of the regiment. 





OUT-PATIENT HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION. 


Ox Monday evening a meeting of the Committee ap- 
pointed by the public meeting of the various hospital staffs 
was held at the Hospital for Women, Soho-square, Mr. T-. 
Holmes in the chair. There was a good attendance of 
members, and the names of Drs. Hawksley and Montague 
Thomas, and of Messrs. Rivington and Hill, were added to 
the Committee. After some discussion, it was resolved to 
appoint four sub-committees to make special investigations, 
and to report on the out-patient department of (1) the 
General Hospitals, (2) the Special Hospitals, (3) the Dis- 

msaries, including provident dispensaries, and (4) the 
Poor law, each committee to consist of five members, two 
having connexion with the class of institutions into which 
inquiries will be made. 

The following gentlemen were then nominated :—1. On 
General Hospitals: Dr. Anstie, Dr. Meadows, Mr. C. Heath, 
Mr. Gant, and Mr. Teevan. 2. On Special Hospitals: Dr. 
Clapton, Dr. Morell Mackenzie, Dr. Pollock, Mr. Rivington, 
and Mr. J. D. Hill. 3. On Dispensaries: Dr. Stewart, Dr. 
Buzzard, Dr. Murray, Mr. Curgenven, and Mr. Ebsworth. 
4. On Poor-law: Dr. Hawksley, Dr. Dudfield, Mr. Spencer 
Wells, Mr. T. Holmes, and Dr. M. Thomas. Dr. Stallard 
undertook to act as secretary to the sub-committees on 
General Hospitals and Poor-law; and Dr. Heywood Smith 
to the others. 

The sub-committees were authorised to fill up any vacan- 
cies which might arise, and were requested to report pro- 
gress on the 19th of July. 

The Secretaries will be happy to receive the names of any 
gentlemen who would desire to express their opinions, or 
afford any information, to the above sub-committees, which 
will assemble not less frequently than once a fortnight. 








THE MEDICO-PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 
A GENERAL MEETING of those members of the Medico- 
Psychological Association who reside in Scotland and 
the north of England was held on Wednesday last, in 
the Hall of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Glasgow. Professor Laycock occupied the chair. The pre- 
liminary business having been disposed of, Dr. Clouston 
read a report from the Therapeutical Committee a8 to 
the effect of narcotics in mental disease. After a length- 
ened discussion it was resolved to circulate the report 
among the Scotch members, for the purpose of securing 
their co-operation in the committee’s researches. Interest- 
ing pa were subsequently read—one by Dr. Howden on 
«Phe SNcainentery Capacity of the Insane.” Dr. Howden, 
who had derived much assistance from Professor Gairdner 
in forming his conclusions, considered that testamen 
capacity was purely a legal question, and that the medi 
man could be required to pronounce only upon the question 
of lucid interval. In such a condition an insane person 
might make a will, ly if it could be shown to be 
consistent with his es when in his right mind—a 
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position which was supported by Dr. Laycock. The subject 
of the next paper was the “ ing of the Insane in 
Licensed Private Houses,” by Dr. Alexander Robertson. 
The majority of the participants in the discussion which 
followed declared themselves in favour of the system, if 
conducted under the direct supervision of medical men. 
The next paper was Dr. Clouston’s on “Two cases of 
Rheumatic Insanity,” which closed the proceedings. In 
the evening the members of the Association dined together 
at the George Hotel. 





THE IRISH BRANCH COUNCIL. 


__Tux following resolution, which no doubt led to the 
sudden summoning of the General Medical Council, was 
passed by the Irish Branch Medical Council on the 
15th inst. :— 

“That this Branch Council is of opinion that it is most 
desirable that the General Medical Council, as expressed in 
the resolution of February 28th, 1870, should, at full 
meeting, consider the provisions of the Medical Act Amend- 
ment Bill, before it passes into committee in either House 
of Parliament. That this Council does not see that any 

result would follow, but, on the contrary, that muc 
triment might arise, from adopting any other course.” 











Correspondence. 
“Audi alteram partem.” 


ELECTION OF. COUNCIL AT THE COLLEGE OF 
SURGEONS. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sie,—aAs you have done me the honour of stating that 
you would “like to have some distinct statement” from 
me as to my “opinions on College polities,” before the 
election of members of Council at the College of Surgeons 
next July, I gladly accept the opportunity of making known 
the general principles by which I shall be guided if the 
honourable distinction of a seat at the Council should be 
conferred upon me by the votes of the Fellows. 

You say, very truly, that I have “for the last few years 

out of the medi i world.” But during 
the seven years when, as editor of a weekly journal, it was 
part of my duty to discuss medico-polit questions, I 
endeavoured to impress upon the profession a conviction of 
the necessity of progressive changes in the constitution of 
the College of Surgeons, and in the administration of its 
affairs. 


1. Iargued, year after year, that the re-election of retiring 
members of Council, as a matter of course, was extremely 
injurious to the College and to British , and that 
re-election should only be a rare and exceptional reward of 

i merit. And when the example of rey! 
h the old routine was set in 1861, I did all that 
could to assist in returning Sir Wm. F\ n. 

2. I steadily endeavoured to open the Council to Fellows 
who in the country. I supported Mr. Turner and 
Mr. , and I was partly influenced in delaying my own 
candidature when Mr. Hump! came f , although 
he was my junior on the list of Fellows. 

8. I have repeatedly expressed my opinion that the 
charter of the College gives too much power to the Council, 
and leaves too little to the Fellows. I do not see how this 
evil can be corrected without a new charter; and I would 
gladly assist in obtaining such a revision of the charter as 
one place the government of the College absolutely in the 
hands of the whole body of the Fellows, providing for quar- 
terly or periodical meetings of the Fellows, when the pro- 
pes of the Council should be made known, and either 
confirmed, modified, or rejected after a full opportunity for 
free i 


discussion. 
I have no fear that if such meetings were open to the 
whole College, Fellows and Members, any unwise inter- 
ference in the administration of the College affairs would 








ensue. On the contrary, they would probably lead to a 
much closer attachment of all s ns to their College, to 
a more direct interest in ha wellewe, anid to a better and 
mere general knowledge of its laws and government. 

4. Year after year I become more and more strongly con- 
vinced that the Court of Examiners should of 
Fellows who are not members of the Council, that th 
should be subject to annual or triennial re-election, oni 
should be remunerated by annual salary, and not according 
to the number of students examined. 

5. The representative of the College in the General 
Medical Council should be elected by the whole College, 
not by the Council only. It would probably be a good 
plan to submit a recommendation by the Council to one of 
the periodical meetings of Fellows. 

6. Pending the consideration of the provisions of a new 
charter, the proceedings of the Council should be fully 
made known to the Fellows. 

for members of Council, or 


7. In such cases ds voti 
g Ber hoe or on any question 


members of the Court of 
where a definite resolution could be submitted to con- 
sideration, I think Fellows residing beyond the metropolitan 
postal district, who desire it, —— be allowed to vote by 
proxy papers. But a more general establishment of vote by 
proxy would probably be injurious, by encouraging elec- 
tioneering tactics, and by discouraging open discussion at 
Oren uve ttt, Teun oh adda f 
nd now, Sir, I must our permission to a few 
words as to my own i “in the College. Tam, a you 
say, “‘ senior to all the Fellows by e ” having 
been elected an Honorary Fellow in 1844. But I cannot 
admit that I became a Fellow without examination by “a 
piece of lack.” When the Fellowship was created by the 
new charter, the heads of the Army and Navy Medical 
were uested to onl in lists of medical 


believe I was the only assistant-surgeon name was 
sent in by Sir Burnett. Mr. told 
me that Sir William was asked why he had sent 
in the name of an assistant- of only three years’ 
standing, and his answer satisfi ee 
College that I had worked hard and deserved the distinction. 


Iam far from insisti 7 i aS a 
Mr. Holden, Mr. Erichsen, and Mr. Humphry were 
junior Fellows tome; yet I did not come forward as I 
should have done if I had maintained any such su 

right. I maintain, on the con , that the freest possible 
choice should be accorded to the Fellows, and that any 
Fellow in actual practice should be eligible for election to 
the Council. But it is manifestly unjust to ignore seniority 
altogether, and still more so for the Fellows by examina- 
tion to oppose me or any other Honorary Fellow because 
we are not also Fellows by examination ; the fact 

you have pointed out—that, having been elected before the 
examination was instituted, it was quite impossible to pre- 
sent oneself for examination. 

In conclusion, Sir, allow me, through your columns, to 
assure the Fellows that not one of them will be canvassed 
by me, or by any of my friends, or asked personally or by 
letter to me. I am compelled, by the very objec- 
tionable mode of election prescribed by , to 
obtain the signatures of six Fellows, certifying that I am a 
fit and proper — to obtain a seat at the Council, and 
of three o' ‘ellows that I do not ise as an e- 

. "This I shall do, and I shall vour to inform the 
Fellows what measures may assist in carrying by 
su ing me. I may , without impropriety, that 
I regard election by his brother Fellows, as their 
sentative, as a distinction of which any man ought to be 
proud; but that will be the beginaing and the end of any 
“ canvassing ” on my behalf. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your humble servant, 

Upper Grosvenor-street, April 20th, 1870, T. Spmncer WeE.is, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sm,—Permit me to correct an error into which you have 
fallen (no doubt through inadvertence). In your last 
number you stated that I had retired from the contest at 
the election to the Council of the College of Surgeons, 
which took place on the Ist of July. I did no such thing; 
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I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Finsbury-circus, April 22nd, 1570. Jou~ Apams, F.R.C.S. 





THE BOUGIE OLIVAIRE 
To the Editor of Tax Laxcet. 


Welbeck-street, April 18th, 1870. 





HYSTERIA. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Srr,—Your remarks upon my inguiry into the real nature 


of hysteria, which is being published in the British and | they 


Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review, make me fear that I have 
not expressed myself clearly, because my meaning has in 
some respects been entirely misunderstood. 

So far from seeking to identify the effects of and 
moral shock with symptoms a; to the di of 


women, object is to show the absurdity of including 
these two different So im one ciation to protest 
i the and wholly incorrect use of the term 


« ” as not only wrong but mischievous. 
all due deference to Hippocrates, 
quent support of his opinion by Dr. Addison and others, I 
e 








usually put upon it, is 
i med 


very different from the state which it is presu to 

describe, ts rather an objectionable phase of 

the medical mind than the actual condition of the patient. 

The hysterical phase or hypothesis regards a woman who 
under certain circumstances 


complains as a person who is 
pean A ye ow plmnner reagny iginy pace mye 
ar = ty ey sensations, a morbid craving for sym- 
pathy, &c.; and, instead of proceeding to relieve her com- 

ints (for how can it relieve what it does not believe to 
exist?) forthwith it in j 

ish her. This is not the practice of medicine! Imain- 

in that the condition of the patient should be divested of 
these fictitious attributes, and treated per se, without bias 
or prejudice. It is these itous assumptions which con- 
eietn tie sank APES y showing the patient through a 


um, 

Loss of moral as well as physical power, accompanied by 
an yom to pain and irritation, constitute the disease 
which we are called upon to treat. Nothing can be more 
simple. Add physical and moral irritation to the loss of 

sical and moral power, and you produce the disease. 

ove physical and moral irritation, and improve physical 
onl supe napa 2ne poe.eins Se Saneee . In propor- 
tion as these i ions are fulfilled, the patient will re- 
cover ; in proportion as they are neglected, or not observed, 
will the case, net the patient, remain obstinate. It is not 
maudlin pity that is wanted, but justice and common sense. 
A more correct di is and reasonable treatment will 
make the lamentable cases of mismanagement, which bring 
discredit on the profession, a matter of impossibility. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
D. pe Berpr Hove... 
Five Houses, Clapten, Middigsex, April 26th, 1870. 





REFORM OF OUT-PATIENT ADMINISTRATION. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,—I have read with much interest your report of the 
meeting on Out-patient Administration Reform; and [ 
cannot but feel that, as I took an ective part in construct- 
ing, and for several years in conducting, at Coventry, the 
first successful provident dispensary, I ought not to with- 
hold from my professional brethren the result of my long 
observation and experience of these institutions, especially 
as they appear to have been regarded by many of the 
speakers at the late meeting as the most effectual means of 
obviating “the evils inseparable from the system of gra- 
tuitous out-door medical relief.” 

That they would have this effect, if properly constituted 
and extensively established, I have not the least doubt. In 
considering any system of medical charities for the poor, it 


wi 
Poor-law organisation. The object, therefore, of volun 
medical charities should obviously be to supply such - 
ance to the large class of poor between the pauper and 
those capable of individually paying for medical advice in 
the ordinary way. Unfortunately, eleem hospitals 
and dispensaries do more than this. It is notorious that 
extend their benefits to a great number of 
quite above the need of any charitable assistance. ‘The in- 
justice and injury to the profession in this way are very 
gat; but the injury is small in comparison with that in- 

upon a eye number of ill-requited members of the 
profession by the medical relief thns gratuitously given to 
a great mass of industrious working men, who are quite 
capable, by association and co-operation, of raising adequate 
means of remunerating their medical advisers. 

My acquaintance with provident dispensaries enables me 
confidently to state that they more than obviate both these 
evils. If rightly constituted, they pon yy Styne 
admitting ineligible persons to their % iging 
poe ay ey Oe to make their ication to a 
committee of the governors and medical during 
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health, when there is time to ascertain their position and 
a ween and tne ondinnct medina che admissi was be 
capable of paying ordi medical charges, they are, 
by a rule of snch institutions, subject to ometene dis- 
missal. Whilst an effectual check is thus afforded to im- 
position on medical charity, efficient medical attendance is 
placed by these institutions within the reach of all the 
rer classes above the position of the pauper. It is found, 
, that the small periodical payments of the patients are 
sufficient to defray the cost of their supply of medicine, 
and, by the surplus over this cost, to leave a fair sum to be 
divided amongst the medical men who attend them. At 
Coventry, the medical officers generally receive about £150 
a year each. At Northampton, I believe, the amount an- 
nually paid to the several medical attendants is from £300 
to . At Derby, Burton-on-Trent, Leicester, and for 
the out-patient department of the Albert Hospital, at 
Devonport, this plan is also successful. 

It must be obvious to anyone who inquires into, and 
reflects on, this system of supplying medical aid to the poor 
that it has many advan over the existing modes of 
dispensing public and private medical charity. It is a 
mistake to suppose that, whilst contending against the ex- 
tension of charities to the more affluent, it excludes by “a 
hard and fast line” the very indigent from its aid; for 
there is in these institutions always a rule to enable any 
poor person, labouring under disease, to obtain medical 
relief—only, in doing so, endeavouring to prevent his becom- 
ing a confirmed recipient of charity. 

f feel assured, too, that by our liberal profession a system 
which tends to raise the character of the poor will not be 
lightly esteemed, and that they will fully appreciate the 
importance and great good of raising amongst the indus- 
trial classes a spirit of self-reliance and mutual help, 
especi in t ing them to co-operate amongst them- 
selves, with forethought and providence against times of 
sickness and ill-health, which are always to them times of 
such severe adversity.—I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

Torquay, April 9, 1870. C. B. Nanxrvetn, M.D. 

P.S.—I would beg to add a caution against any attempt 
to combine in one institution the provident and gratuitous 
systems of dispensaries. Such attempts have always failed. 





CASAREAN SECTION. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

S1z,—In the last number of your journal a notice is given, 
under the head of Foreign Gleanings, of a modification in the 
operation of Cesarean section, by M. Tarnier, which is de- 
scribed as consisting of uniting the edges of the external 
wound and that of the uterus by sutures, so as to prevent 
the flowing of blood into the peritoneal cavity subsequently 
to the operation. 

Would you allow me to state that this plan has already 
been suggested as far back as March, 1868 (vol. x. of Ob- 
stetri sactions, London, p.48) by me, and the reason 
given ; and also that I applied the successfully as far 
as prevention of effusion was co ) in a case which 
occurred early in 1869, and was described before the Ob- 
stetrical Society soon after, and will be found in the forth- 
coming Obstetrical Transactions, vol. xi. 

There is a slight difference in M. Tarnier’s suggestion— 
viz., he unites the uterus and parietal wound before incising 
the uterus; I did it after. And for this reason, that when 
the uterus is empty, the relation of ietal and uterine 
wall wonderfully alters. By M. Tarnier’s mode the strain on 
the sutures would be very severe. However, he is quite 
correct in ascribing serious results to effusion of the 
uterine secretions and blood through the gaping wound in 
the uterine walls.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. Braxton Hicks, M.D., F.R.S. 
St, Thomas-street, 8,E., April 20th, 1870. 





MEDICAL TITLES. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 
Srr,—The College of Physicians have evidently been 
caught napping. During the time they have taken to decide 
upon the status of their Licentiates, they might have been 





better employed, as it is quite a case of love’s labour lost. 
The opinion of Messrs. Roundell Palmer and Denman 
confirms every sensible person’s idea—namely, that a Licen- 
tiate of a of Physicians, if anything, could only be 


a Physician ; and, that being duly admitted, we have now 
the established Medical University so long wished for ; 
because, according to Mansfield, Denman, and Coke, Phy- 
sicia.s are “ Doctors of Physic,” and if so what can they 
append to their names but M.D., &c. ? 

Thus the anxious and vexed question as to whom and 
what are Licentiates has been finally solved, and that by 
the very institution so anxious to degrade them. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

April 23rd, 1870. M.D. and L.R.C.P.L. 

P.S.—Let all Licentiates unite and demand their proper 
and legal standing. 

*,* The College of Physicians, doubtless, has been caught 
napping, as our correspondent suggests. But so far from 
rejoicing in the fact, or desiring to encourage Licentiates 
generally to call themselves Physicians, we protest against 
the scheme as a mere robbery. As for such persons being 
allowed to sign themselves M.D., that is not merely unjust 
in itself, buat, luckily, it is too absurd to be entertained for 
a moment. The title of M.D. signifies definitely that its 
holder has passed through a university curriculum.—Eb. L. 





THE SPECIAL CONSTABLE AT THE COLLEGE 
OF SURGEONS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Sir,—As the President of the College of Surgeons did 
not hesitate to deny publicly the accuracy of my statement 
that one of the porters of the College had been sworn in a 
special constable prior to the meeting of the Fellows and 
Members on the 24th March, I took the trouble to call in 
Bow-street on Monday last, and i from Mr. 
Fag the chief clerk, that Mr. Stone came to him three 
days before the meeting, and stated the wish of the College 
authorities that a constable should be sworn in, as a dis- 
turbance was anticipated. Mr. Burnaby referred the College 
to Scotland-yard; and I have to-day, in answer to 
addressed to the Chief Commissioner, received an i 
letter, signed by Colonel Henderson, of which the following 
eee re “Whitehall-place, April 27th, 1870. 

“ Srr,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 26th inst., and to acquaint you, in y, at the 
request of the President of the College 8 ns, the 
resident porter was sworn in as a special constable on the 
23rd March last, to prevent felonies and disorder.” 

Comment upon the above is unnecessary. I merely re- 
quest that you will the members of the professio: 
to appreciate the facts of the case. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
CuristorpHer Hearn, F.R.C.S. 
Cavendish-place, April 27th, 1870. 








PARIS. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





THE EPIDEMIC OF SMALL-POX IN PARIS: INTERESTING 
STATISTICAL DETAILS. 

Tus small-pox epidemic in Paris is now stationary, the 
number of deaths per week varying from 100 to120. If we 
are to trust the statement which has been made in an able 
article published by Dr. Vacher in La Gazette Médicale, and 
which he has grounded on a series of foregoing facts, the 
epidemic has not even reached its culminating point, and 
will scarcely do so before the end of April or the beginning 
of May. 

M. Vacher’s article contains many noteworthy statistical 


facts in regard to the present epidemic, and which I am 
sure will be of interest to your readers. I shall therefore 


sum up as briefly as possible, under a few headings, the 
most ciziking facts which he has advanced. 
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First, with to the marimum intensity of the epi- 
demic, he observes that small-pox does not extend by rapid 
starts, like cholera. The latter disease, in the space of about 
a fortnight, attains its greatest extension ; whereas variola 
ae by several successive maxima, and in the three 

g epidemics of Paris = 1822, and 1825), the 

> es to decrease only after six or seven months. 

As the present epidemic commenced only in November last 

year, it is reasonable to infer that it will not commence to 
decline before the period stated. 

Alluding to the numerous and > ~ changes of tem 
rature which marked the month of February, Dr. Vacher 
states that they exerted no influence on the progress of the 
epidemic, and he explains this by the fact that variola is 

especially propagsted by communication with patients—a 
fact which is independent of the state of seasons. 

With regard to the quarters of Paris which have been 
most severely visited by the aad Dr. Vacher observes, 
as might have been expected, that they consist chiefly of 
the poor and populous districts. In connexion with this 
subject he touches upon a point of interest. The rwral 
districts abutting on the quarters of Paris which have 
the most suffered, have scarcely presented any cases of 
variola ; whilst three country villages, situate in just an op- 

site direction—namely, ville, Sévres, and ois— 

ve been eS affected, and this, because they are 
peopled wi who are in constant communi- 
cation with the ee of Paris. eh clothes of 
variolic patients, as been already observed in regard to 
cholera, contain a ———v principle which serves 
largely to propagate the disease. 

e distribution of deaths in respect to sex and also 
affords some interesting remarks. Males are much more 
subject to the disease than females. Out of 458 deaths, in 260 
cases the patients belon to the male sex. M. Vacher 
believes that this is not due to any cause inherent in the 
sex, but merely to the fact that women, through a spirit of 

are far more careful in avoiding the causes of 
contamination, and are much more ready in clai + 
benefit of vaccination ; and he tritely remarks that 
borne out by the fact that in cases where women Sete 
passed the age of coquetterie (say at least sixty-five), the 
two sexes become equal in respect of the number of deaths. 

The question of ‘age also presente nts of interest. 
pared ph Saree body Po y treated. Out of 

of 257 fatal cases, 43 were pidiien belaw ane poe. 
This large mortality may be erplained by the popular 
i t among the sages femmes 
me mothers of the lower classes, that children should not 
be vaccinated until three months or even six months after 
birth. This delay is attended by most grievous conse- 
eee © ae, © ee This subject leads M. 
acher to consider another point of interest connected 
therewith ; to wit, the precise moment when commences, in 
vaccinated or revaccinated subjects, com ive immu- 
ninpcaguiaey tie ahtialt Of variate, M. Vacher does not 
state the time, but thinks that it is much later 
Thus he had seen a most 
break out in an individual 
who had been vaccinated ‘ourteen — before, and though 
the arm then presented six t vaccinal —, 

Referring to a statement, which had been current here, to 
the effect that the present epidemic was marked by the preva- 
lence of hemorrhagic cases, M. Vacher shows that it is not so, 
the hemorrhagic form of the disease being not more frequent 
than at other times. Lastly, he declares that the sum of 
experience has been most y ~ favour of — 
vaccination; the Jennerian vaccine having preserved its 
efficacy and energy, as is shown by the ofa rate of mortalit 
from small-pox in Sweden, mark, and ~— 
where human vaccine is still exclusively employed , whilst 
animal vaccine has been a failure in this last epi mic. 


ELECTION OF A PROFESSOR TO THE CHAIR OF HISTORY OF 
MEDICINE AT THE FACULTY. 


On Thursday last the professors of the School of Medi- 
cine met in order to elect the first occupant of the new 
Chair of History and Philosophy of Medicine. The candi- 
dates were three in number—M. Daremberg, the author of 
several works on medical and criticism ; M. Bouchut, 


physician to the H ital des Enfants Malades; and M. 
Lorain, physician to Hopital St. Antoine. After three 


successive votings, the name of M. Daremberg was placed 
on the first line, and that of M. Lorain on the second, M. 
Bouchut following third. On Thursday next a similar 
election will take place to the vacant chair of General 
Pathology. 

BANQUET OF THE PARISIAN MEDICAL PRESS. 

The medical journalists of Paris are now going in for 
conviviality and confraternal exchange of sentiment, a state 
of things which is to be much commended and praised. 
They have determined to meet at regular periods to dine 
together, and discuss in a friendly manner the various 
topics of the day connected with medical and journalistic 
interests. There can be no doubt that many excellent re- 
sults may attend these meetings, and that at least a kindly 
spirit will be engendered, and the asperities of party 
polemics assuaged and softened down. A few days ago the 
second banquet took place, and was quite a success. Not 
only were all the special journals of Paris fairly repre- 
sented, but many medical men of distinction who had occa- 
sionally contributed papers had claimed the honour of at- 
tending the festival. During the whole time the very best 
spirit animated the convives, and with the dessert a poetical 
medical gentleman recited a series of stanzas in which the 
necessity of establishing a bond of kind feeling between 
medical men, ive of school or doctrine, was agree- 
ably and wittily set forth. Some questions were next dis- 
cussed, and amongst them that of the bearings of the forth- 
coming fiscal duty upon the medical press. 

M. TARDIEU AND*THE PARIS MEDICAL STUDENTS. 

As I have in previous letters mentioned the agitation 
which the students have been carrying on in connexion 
| with M. Tardieu, and especially the vote of a recent meet- 
| ing of the alumni, in which his was called for, 

it ‘. but just to mention that another and a large ss 
| the students are doing their best to retain the Prof 
in order that they may continue to profit by his valu- 
able lectures. There is at present a circular going round 
the hospitals, in which a large number of the alumni en- 
treat their comrades not to act in any way to deprive the 
School of M. Tardieu’s teaching. A few days hence the 
doors of the Faculty will be once more thrown open. 
Paris, April 26th, 1870. 


Madicl Bes 


aan Co.tece or Puysicians or Lonpon. — At 
extraordinary meeting of the College on the 21st inst., 
the following gentlemen, having conformed to the bye-laws 
and regulations, and passed the required examinations, 
were granted licences to practise Physic, including therein 
the practice of Medicine, ey and Midwifery :— 
Cox, William Ashley, New Bath. 
Derry, Bartholomew Gidley, ee Notting-bill. 
Lowe, Walter George, Burton-on-Trent. 
Male, Henry Davis, St. Thomas's Hospital. 


Guy's H L 
Bowell nah Fair, WD Bt And, Cy wa, 
jm dy Maximilian Fran ileck heat oe 
Andrew , Jamaica. 
begs Wentwort ynes, M.B. & M.C. Aberd., Hampton, 
Waddy, Henry Edward, Guy's Hospital. 
Royat Cotiece or Surcrons or Encianp.—The 
following gentlemen the primary examination in 
Anatomy and Physio! at meetings of the Court of 


Examiners on Tuesday and Wednesday last :— 


William Thomson, William Livesay, J h J. only R. J. Hutchincen, 
Alexander Hodgkinson, J. 8. Brook Brookfield, and dH. A. Perkins, of Edin 











burgh ; William W. Dickenson and poy me Re LS s Homi 
Fdward Mar and and sar B. es ofthe New a ag at be 
College Surgery; Moses and 
Richard Whit Hospital ; "Charice T. Griffin and 
Mam Toomeeee. “ University Duncan, of King’s 


College; Andrew , 
College Henry Winken, of the Manchester School ; William | of 
the A. Meredith, of Univesiey Teepe sad = 
burgh; William Brown, G. G. Macpherson, T Blackshaw, T. 
J.C. r Smith, of ro—3y LW. 4 
orbury, C. A. Nankivell, Owen E. Roberts, Walker Ottley, G. H. Bar- 


of the School ; W.J. Cole, : 
of the London Hospital. 


Twenty-nine other candidates were examined on the above- 
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named days, but failed to satisfy the Court, and were re- 
a for a period of three months’ further anatomical 


Asormncanas’ Hatt. — The following gentlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and. received eye to ange on April 21st :— 


Gal 
Gal, chard, Porch James, homer aca Brighton. 


TIn the list of the Hall of the 14th inst., the address 
of Mr. H. H. D. Lucas should have been Drommond-street, 
Euston-square, and net Somerset-street. } 


Av the examination in Arts at the 
Royal College of , Ireland, held on the 20th inst., 
-two candidates presented themselves, twenty-seven 

of w received certificates. 

University or Campripcr.—Mr. A. Liverside, of 
the Royal School of Mines, and Mr. H. N. Martin, of Uni- 
versity College, London, have been elected to scholarships 
for Natural Science at Christ’s Coll ; and Mr. H. H. Cun- 
ningham, late of the Charterhouse ool, has been elected 
to a scholarship for Natural Science at Clare College. 

BP ya ge Cius.—The next montbly Club dinner 

cow on the 4th of Mog. when Sir Galbraith 
-B., will occupy the chair. 

eats HosprraL.—The Hovee Committee have 
Fanaa that John Langdon Haydon Down, M.D., and 

alter Rivington, F.R.C.S., are duly qualified candi- 
dates for the appointments of fourth physician and fourth 
surgeon, respectively. This is tantamount to i 

Crystat Patace Barus Company.—A movement, 
we are glad to see, has been started for providing the 


numerous uenters of the Crystal Palace with baths. 
ees ve issued their s, and from the 

eae ude: or of the undertaking the shares will be 
mpilly e baths will be of two kinds—one for 


of a ablution, and one for instruction and prac- 
ties to nebeaing. Such enterprises, which conduce to 
sonal cleanliness and the acquisition of a most healthful 
and useful art, have always our heartiest encouragement. 
Guiascow University.— Western Scotland is proud 
of her ancient seat of learning, as may be inferred from the 
hearty support which the pre for the new buildings 
are receiving. Government, it will be remembered, voted a 
sum of £120,000 for their construction, on condition that a 
similar amount was raised by the public. The latter have 
contributed £127,000 ; while the additional sums of £100,000 
have been obtained for the old buildings from the Union 
Railway Company, and £17,500 from what is called the 
Fabric Fund of the University. The en Se pag oe of 
£360,000 has therefore been more than realised; but it is 
found to be under the mark, and, accordingly, efforts are 
being made to subscribe the deficit. Last week a deputation, 
consisting of Principal Barclay, Professors Caird and Allen 
Thomson, and J. A. Campbell, Esq., had an interview with 


the Lord Provost and leading citizens of Greenock, at 
which it was to ta committee for the collec- 
tion of subscriptions in aid of the building fund. 


Foor-anp-Movuta Drtsgasz. — This contagious 
malady is at epee g severely in the neighbourhood of 
Dublin, several head of cattle having already died from its 
effects, whilst a a sa number are attacked with the 


Bequests, Donations, &c. — Henry W. Ripley, 
Esq., has given £10,000 to found a Convalescent Home at 


Bradford. ‘Tae Royal Orthopedic Hospital has received 
£1000 from ‘““W. D. W.” ‘The London Fever H has 
received a second donation of £1000 from “C. R. W.” The 


’s Hospital, Birmingham, has received £1000, and the 
Hospital £700 (£500 to the ; eneral fund, and £200 
_——— fund), under the 


Crowley, Bag. | Peter Greenwell, Esa. has 


received £1000 from “ F. G. N.” The Middlesex ital 
has received a second donation of £1000 from “D. T. 8.” 
M. de Cham has left 150,000 francs to the Academy 
of Medicine of Paris, for —* 


the 
fessorship of the History of Medicine and S 








A 


Medi [ A ° 
Arworr, H., F.R.CS.E., has been 
Great Worthora 1s 





fated qnoat the Bungrens fo the 


at the West 
Geo. Herbert Wade, MR.CS.E., 


Canten, Mr. C. H., has been appointed Obstetric Assistant, vice Mr. J. W. 
Cuanxs, Mr. A., has been appointed House-Surgeon st the Middlesex 


Cocunahn, WB M.B.C.S.E., has been appointed Resident at the 
General Dispensary, Birmingham, vice Herbert Lumley , MB. 


CureEnvex, W. G., has been elected Surgeon to the Derbyshire 
General In’ Det, ice Fea, 

Praan, 8. W., ee been elected a Consulting Surgeon te the 

G ss F. LRCP.L. has been appoitited Assistant 
REN HL . ) ; n 

. ot the West London Hospital, nema ty vine Pollen taediaen 

Howss, F.C. P. M.D, has been Resident Medical Officer at the 

a Dis ‘ownsend, M SE resignet. 

Hoeserr, , MBRCS.E., LSA acts SY sees Officer and 

Pu Vectenaner tar 2 the Districts of the 


erst 
Horsham Union, Sussex, vice = Mapeet, BD. De cigned. 
Pinw Mr. 5., Bee Seetbaed House-Surgeon at the Middlesex 


tal. 
Parone, RLFP. &8.Glas,, hes been Medical Officer for the 


Osmotherley District of the Northallerton es Yorkshire 
ParrcHarp, 


lege a vice es Const, MRCSE. p ona = King’s Cob 


oo. — i E., has been appointed House-Sargeon at University College 


on c and Humpgerys, Mr,, ha inted Physicians” 
Assistant hm Middlesex Hospital, vive Mesars. Ty langues on8 


Surrn, Mr. R., and Carrar, Mr. A. H,, have been appointed Physicians’ 
Acsistante'at University pti Hospital, vice Messrs, W. Roberts aud 


W. Rigden. 
Townszxn, M., M.B.CS. 
Town District and the 


~ ae Kawinetee Union vee I Be 
Guazzaroni, M.B.CS.E., 
— > H., has been appointed Se ee 
Vacuxun, C.T., M.R.CS.E,, has beep sapinted Accoucheur's 
Assistant at 
. 


at King’s Coligae Hospital, tice FB 
Warrmors, W.B., sian Semel Pirate mg 


> ° 
Pirths, Blacrages, and Deaths. 
BIRTHS. 
aE Sa Maar e. Cant, 
Gomeen Se Gourley. M.D. ota da at eeedbounan, West Hartlepool, the wife 
ota 
i . . oe the ait near Lichfield, the wife of Geo. J. 


BL MRCAE. ~ pede 
Reninsog —_Os ne 18th laut, ot Manchester, the wife of Mr. BR. H. Rebin- 











M.B.CS., of a son, 
MARRIAGES. 

Crarxke—Watxer.—On the 2st inst., at Waleot Church, Bath, Wm. Fairlie 
Clarke, F.R.CS.E., of Curzon-street, , to Caroline 
daughter of the late John ree Esq., of NB. 

Garrpy er—W ricer. a Ye at Norwich 
Tennant Gai " Professor of edicine in University, 


rT. Faggdpepienenperom right, Esq., of 
Wruitys—Patuer.—On the 2ist inst.. at Great Y: smart, Wm. Edwaré 
Wyliys, L.R.C.P.Ed., to Anne, daughter ter of the late H. D. Palmer, ; 


DEATHS. 
Bapirr.—On the 16th inst, John Badley, F.R.CS.E., of Castle-street, 


Dudley, aged 87 
Goleman the 7th age M.D, ate sec the 
Civil = per 


H 
" the loth ik louse, Hexham, Jane 
ae” aged 7 ae 





the ree Ree. 
Mavunsz1i.—On the h inst. at eaten Isle of W: 
Maunsell, LEesi R.N. (retired list 
Taomsow.—On the 2 2ist inst., in London, orien: M.LD., of 
Glasgow. 











BOOKS ETC. RECEIVED. 


Dr. ep = Acupressure. 
the Odontological Soc Society of Great Britain, 


Letters of Sir C. 
. f oe Medinal Betenen January, 1870, 
on 
Mr. key hectares an Hysteria. ‘ 
eee oe 
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Hedical Diary of the Weck. 
Monday, May 2. 
St. Manx’s Mosprtat.—Operations, 2 v.«. 
Rovat Lowvon Oputnatwre Hosrtrar, Mi Lps,—Operations, 10} a.m. 
Pree Hosrrrat. 2 pM. 

Rova Iwstirvrion.—2 p.w. Annual Meeting. 
Mupreat Socrety or Lonpoy. — 8 p.«. Annual Oration by Mr. Francis 

awe ant Com i ss tho q a "On Ge 
ODONTOLOGICAL CIETY.—S P.M. r. Bridgman, or 2D 

Bleetric Chemical Action of Amalgam Stoppings in the Mouth.” 


Tuesday, May 3. 
Rerat Lowpon Oprrnatmre H aL, M Operations, 10} a.. 
's Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} Pp.x. 


a Hosprrar. 2PM. 
Natrowat Owrnorxpic Hosprtat: 2PM. 
Rorat Freee Hosprrav.—Operations, 2 p.w. 
Iwstrrcrion. — 3 pt. Prof. Blackie, “On the Principles of Moral 


Pirwovoecat Socrkty or Lornpor.—8 px. The following will 
be exhibited :—Mr. Maunder : Larynx after Croup. Dr. : Caleulus 
from Cloaca of Peliean ; in the Lower Animals. — 
Dr. Whipham : Syphilitic Affections of the Heart ; Tamour in Liver of 
a Turkey. Dr. C. T. Williams: Cancerof Lang. — Sir H. Thompson : 

Oxide and Phosphatic Caleuli removed Sk ee Dick- 
inson: Lymphoid Growth in Spleen; Gland Tumour in a Child. 
Mr. H. Arnott: Cancer of Uterus ;—tc. &e, 


Wednesday, May 4. 
Rorit Lowpow Oratmiturc Hosrrrat, ~eggureata amen 1 Oba... 


























Lowpon Hosr op ns, 
Canoes H Operations, 3 P..0. 
Thursday, May 5. 
Rorit Lornor ture Hoserrat, M: perations, 10} a... 
Ourveuners Conner Ii w Operations, 2 
LEGER HOSPITAL. 
Waer Lowpow Hosrrrat. _, 
Oswraat Lowpow Orara Hosprrat. st Ire, 
Rorat Ivsrrrvrrow.—3 rac. Prof. Tyndall, “ e” 
Harvens or ion) 
Friday, May 6. 





tion of Officers for the ensuing Session.—Practical Evening for the 
Narration of Cases and Exhibition of Specimens, 


Sr. TitowAes Hosersar.—Operations, $ _— 
Sa a 
Rorit Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Seguponcuany: Bowens, . a 
Boyay Inetrrcrion.—3 P.u. pert 


Sr. 

Krwe’s Cottecs Hosrrr. 

Hotes, Short Comments, md Anstoers to 

Correspondents, 
Tae Vatiss Equrewerr. 

Wr are glad to find that the military authorities have come'to a fina deci- 
sion in favour of the valise equipment, and its adoption throughout the 
army, as the result of the recent competitive trials instituted hetween this 

d the mode of t proposed by Colonel Carter. The statements 
made by commanding offfvers, and the genera! satisfaction which continues 
to be expressed by regiments wearing the valise equipment, are so eonclu- 
sive, that the authorities could not bat regard the matter as settled. The 
labours of General Eyre’s Committee have resulted, we are satisfied, in pro- 
viding the soldier with a pack which, especially'on the score of hygiene, 
is infinitely preferable to anything that has yet been devised, and the 
adoption of which in the army will certainly be followed by a diminution 
of damage to the physique of the soldier, by freéing the action of his 
chest and heart. From a military point of view also, the valise 
seems to give general satisfaction, and the objections brought against it 
on the ground that the pouches interfered with the rifle and bayonet ex- 
ercise, and prevented the men lying down without great inconvenience, 
have been now shown to be quite wntenable. 


Mr. H. B: Sepple.—As'owr correspondent will perceive, the information has 
been received from other sources, 


| 

















Poste Srrerr Rewarprn. 

Tr is a bad thing for the community when the civil magistrate interferes 
with the enforcement of sanitary precautions. A cabman conveyed from 
the Servants’ Home to the Fever Hopital a young woman suffering from 
searlatina. On arriving at the hosp'tal, the doctor asked him if he knew 
he had carried a fever patient. The eabman said he did not ; but that if he 
‘rad known he would have declined the job. Thereupon ‘the doctor told 
him to drive home and famigate his eab at once. On the next day the doctor 
came to the yard in Harley-street Mews, and again enjoined him te fumi- 
gate ‘his vehiele, and to keep it unased forthree days. He did so; but 
afterwards attended before Mr. Benson, at the Southwark Police Court, 
and asked who was to pay him for the three days during which his cab 
stood in the yard. Mr. Benson told him that the doctor “hed no power’ 
to order him to keep his cab so long idle. The cabman need not (he 
added) have obeyed him, and might now “bring an action against the 
doctor.” So this is the return a pradent and zealous promoter of the 
common weal obtains for the discharge of what he conceived to be his 
daty! If medical practitioners, in tne presence of a destructive epidemic, 
are to be denied al! initiative or power in enforcing sanitary precautions, 
how are such vieitations to be encountered or controlled ? The Damocles’ 
sword of “an action in a civil court” is, it stems, to be suspended over 
the professional guardians of the public health in all their movements for 
the protection of the community. The cabman nimy take Mr. Benson's 
advice, and stmmon the physician of the Fever Hospital ; but we hope 
the public will in turn interpose in behalf of its sanitary guides, and pro- 
cure’such 2 modification of the law as will no longer place them at the 
mercy of pedantic interpreters of legal precedent. 

A Constant Reader —Public vaccinators have no right to solicit the patients 
of other medical men to have their children vaccinated. The Act contem- 
plates no such thing. 

Dr. of Medicine of Edinburgh (Punjaub) is thanked for his letter. 


Tax Meprcat Beayce art Wairemace-raxp. 
To the Editor of Tux Lawcer. 
Sre,—I have seen a letter in your last issue reference to a 
tleman known to, and on many accounts by, the 
officers of . 
Mr. PiteGerald papers ge ay eee ree 
speci bet poleees ee 


for. Why then interfere with the 
t Your obedient servant, 
London, April 26th, 1870. Ow Laava. 


James A-—, nineteen, was a on A 10th 
then the teat camatas the Seed extresmetnirane : 
front of him, one end of it stuck in the the other as he ted en- 
tered the inner side of the 


date it was ascertained to have for 6} in., that 
length of the stick reeesd atte taset. ee complained Wf quest baste 
to urine, and to do so. About half an ounce was drawn off 
with the estheter, and more was nm withdrawn the morning ; 
but in the aflernoon urine flowed the wound in the os 
that the bladder had been punctured. To remedy this, and allow the woun: 
to heal, a gam-clastic catheter was tied in without s etilette; but os the 
urine still flowed through the wound, he was ordered to lie constantly on 
his right side, that the wounded portion of the bladder might be uppermost, 
the catheter being still retained. 

On April 16th, and again on April 19th, the catheter sli out, and on 
each occasion urine flowed through the wound. On the 25th he removed 
the instrament, and in endeavouring to empty his bladder again forced 
urine through the adventitious channel; but, with these none 
wes passed, canepting through the cathotes, fem the time he com- 
menced lying on his right Wyte 2, pe His hip 
beeume rather sore, owing to the constant pressure there was 
ey tasty edie inte the ewetum. On April 11th, 

were made into it to relieve tension. These closed immediately ; 
but 


abscess 
which it healed without further trouble, and the 
the following month, Your obedient 
Louth, April 6th, 1870. 


642 Tae Lancer,}] NOTES, SHORT COMMENTS, AND ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. [Arru. 30, 1870. 








Tae Progesss or Santration in Iwpra. 

We have been fa d with a pamphlet in which a general view is afforded 
of the progress of sanitation in India during the decennial period ending 
with 1869, We do not know that it contains anything with which medical 
officers who have served in India are not familiar, although their opinions 
regarding some of the subjects included in the sketch may differ from 
those expressed by the author. There is one point, however, in which we 
cordially agree with him, and it is that there are no means for preserving 
the health of Europeans in India equal in importance to the establishment 
of hill stations or sanitaria, These ought rather to be regarded as means 
of maintaining the health of soldiers than as curative agencies. The 
true value of the climate of the Indian hill ranges has yet to be learnt by 
us. We fully believe that a regiment fresh from Europe, if placed on the 
hills, would enjoy a degree uf health equal to that they had in England. 
Instead of utilising these elevated ranges, and employing our soldiers to 
the utmost on public works, we are locating them on the dreary plains of 
India, and wasting their energies in a contest with heat, malaria, and 
epidemic disease. At some fifty places in the plains, we are told, palatial 
double-storied barracks are rising at enormous cost to the Government ; 
and there is no reason to suppose, when the eleven millions, which it is 
proposed shall be spent on this object, have been expended, that the health 
of our soldiers will be secured, or even improved commensurately with 
the outlay. Our author holds that, compatible with protection from 
weather, sun, and rain, the less massive a soldiers’ barrack may be, the 
more likely it is to prove a healthy residence. Indeed a change from one 
locality to another would be advisable ; and even if this entailed the deser- 
tion periodically of temporary barracks, and the erection of new ones of 
the same class, the expenditure would not amount to the millions required 
for the many-storied buildings now in course of erection. Ere long it will 
be found that no immunity from disease is afforded by these magnificent 
barracks, and when too late, the error now being committed will be con- 
fessed. ‘It is lamentable that some of this money, now being devoted to 
barracks on the plains, has not been expended in rendering hill stations 
habitable. 

Nemo.—The late Dr. Marshall Hall, it is needless to say, had nothing what- 
ever to do with the so-called discovery, and the pretended extract from 
Tus Lancer is as mendacious as the rest of the advertisement. 

G. C. D.—Brislington House, near Bristol, under the superintendence of 
Drs, F. K. and C. H, Fox. 





Tas Hors Scuotarsurrs anp Miss Pscury. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Sir,—As from many of the periodicals of the day there is good reason to 
believe that I am not at all ptional in holding that Miss Pechey has been 
somewhat scurvily treated in the matter of these scholarships, I ask you to 
allow me to give my reasons for this belief. 

‘I am satisfied to assume the eral facts of the case as you put them in 
pelea ye mony of April 16th, these scholarships were reserved for the 

class of chemistry,” er Professor Cram Brown had 
seen the feasibility of one or more of his lady students being among those 
four, to whom would be awarded these prizes, he informed these ladies of 
how the law stood, in his opinion. Now, the formation of the lady class can 
cusly net pe Gemmed 2.” supeuste” lass, so far as the intentions of the 
founders of these scholarships are concerned. These lady students were 
given tickets consecutively numbered with those of the men students; _ 
course of Jectures and experiments were the same in both cases, and, what 
is to me conclusive, the testing exam of ladies was decided by the 
standard apates as to excellence and superiority to the other class—that 
not that Pechey was the best in fe own class, but that she was one o' 
the four best pad ge all. The “ 





” in a class was, so far as can be 
learned, arrangement to to walt c certain notions of decorum, buat 
having, when hen formed, no special disability attached to it. It was only just 
before that final examination of both of students, and that 
jointly, ow None the disabilit Ba aS in question was mentioned. 
That ie ed Ln By acted generously in other items of the case 
is conceded ; but that he has come short of that ——_ (might we _ 
a ) by orgs under the circumstances is to many apparent ; 
the feelings of that (male) student to whom was ge the scholarship 
posta the head of a student proven better than himself are scarcely to 


involved, little need be said here. If it be 
ady students to our seats af louming, 8 it be 
ted them, scarcely should they be cums & he re- 
wards due to their memmpatitiee superiority by what seems to many besides 
myself as more oF practice. 
am, 
Hanley, April 20th, 1870. J. F. 
*,* Our correspondent has missed the point at issue. The authorities of 
the Edinburgh College, while consenting to the admission of ladies into 
the medical curriculum, passed no resolution entitling them to participate 
in those prizes which had been previously assigned and originally de- 
stined to the male students. Professor Cram Brown was, therefore, acting 
according to the law and custom of the University in awarding the Hope 
Prizes to the male students who constituted the “general class of che- 
mistry,” which did not include a separate course of lectures given out of 
Professor Crum Brown's own free will to six ladies.—Ep. L. 


A Fellow of the College of Surgeons.—Mr. Cesar Hawkins was elected by the 
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons on the 4th of July, 1865, for a 
period of five years, as a representative of the College on the General 
Medical Council. Consequently, if not re-elected, Mr. Hawkins will cease 
to represent that corporation on the 4th of July, 1870. 


con- 


As to the eral es les 
deemed unadtisable ad iad 
80; but 


, your obedient servant, 





Tax Orzwine Cexsmony or tae Untvensity or Loxpon. 

Representatives of the press, it seems, are to be refused admission to the 
new buildings of the London University on the opening ceremony of May 
llth. Had the refusal come from any of the older seats of learning, we 
could have understood it, and put it down to their reluctance to encourage 
any innovation. But the University of London has always set her face 
against exclusiveness of any kind, and certainly appears inconsistent with 
her better self in refusing to admit, on an occasion of public ceremony, the 
representatives of an institution to which in great measure she owes her 
foundation. 

Ersom Cotirce. 

Aw intelligent correspondent, who is also a Life Governor of Epsom Col- 
lege, writes to say that he beartily endorses the sentiments of Taz Lancut 
as to the management of that institution. Nothing will better conduce, in 
his opinion, to the future prosperity of the College than that searching 
investigation by an independent Committee which Tux Lancet recom- 
mended. Indeed, unless some such step is taken, our correspondent inti- 
mates his resolve to withhold his vote for scholarships. With such censors 
in the governing body itself and among the general public, we cannot 
think that the authors of the abuses exposed by Taz Lawcer will long 
escape the appropriate penalty. 

Delta had better refer to the Students’ Number of Taz Lawcer. 


Tas Inpraw Mepvicat Services. 
To the Editor of Taz Lawcer. 

Srr,—* A Senior Medical Student” writes in the number of your journa 
for January 22nd last, expressing his surprise at having seemingly just dis- 
covered that the Government of India does not treat its medical officers in 
civil employ in the matter of furlough in the same way as it treats its other 
pnd officers in similar circumstances. This is so notorious that it seems 

to find anyone to whom it was unknown. It is, perhaps, not so 

that civil medical officers cannot procure even privilege leave like 

—_ officers—that is, leave — pay. A certain staff is attached to 
each civil medical charge is is 80 small as to be inadequate to 
anyone to take the a am ~ my 2 pe — mn than 
than the medical officer's ty y 
civil employ draw usually at least 
the appointment at all 
duty as opetentiog a 
privilege leave. 

It is not to be supposed that other branches of the civil departmen’ 
not get al hatwences, ov 2s Stel soe Seay sete retrenched. Not at all. 
tw usual, for instance, for a member of the Commission to take 
while coting Or. 5. snpetios (wee | is on fulle The explanation half his total 


and acting al the while consists 
calling the former, but not the Utter, presto — Tig y and ruling 
allowances cannot be ge Se while on | ‘leave. 


with the Indian 


- 


Fe 
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and finds his o 


a 
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eF 


shows that it is not without 
It is preity universally adm 
cal service have been apparen 
only to the subsequent riders to 
lieved that this matter of “ leav 
t 


salary, with retention of a and and prvi 


India, Feb. 17th, 1870. 
To the Editor of Tar Lawcer. 
Srr,—In publishing my letter on — “Tudian Medical Service” in 


issue of Feb. 19th, 7 have 
You are, perhaps, no t aare that medical ofcers placed 
stations are also placed in oan s of the district J Is, 
tend all Siete erection of buildings, and 


prisoners may 
vee eee 


“tailor” for Sood te eae -— 
vil 
6 een 
Thus “tailor” is paasuaboy ant 
neh nor 
mens | coment, Whether superin- 
inapecting wo work executed by tradesmen 
officer, I will you to j judge. In as far 
concerned, I think mk it womld be but fa 
2 ladinn Government e copsorsed, T 
pet ened peg og etn ~ 
I remain, 


March, 1870, 





Sir, your obedient servant, 
Crvm "Surcrow, &e. 


Epvcation ov THE Dear anp Dome. 

A CORRESPONDENT writes to confirm Dr. Symes Thompson's evidence in 
favour of Miss Hull's system with the deaf and dumb. He says that his 
eldest child has been entirely educated by her, and that her acquirements 
are equal to those of most children of her age (twelve years). 

Mr. A. Abbey, (Zetland Hotel, Huddersfield.)—Physicians’ fees are not 
binding in law. They are of the nature of an Aonorariwm, and therefore 
very binding in honour. 
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Towsx ayy Counter. 

(Gideon Gray, jun., hailing from a village in the far north, makes some very 
sensible comments on the use to which country patients are apt to turn 
their facilitated access to metropuiitaa practitioners. One of his patients 
(perhaps a “chronic case”) goes to Edinburgh on the sly; consults a 
great man there; is told by that authority that he is suffering from 
“torpid liver,” when Dr. Gray had told him that bis digestion was at 
fault ; gets a prescription slightly different from Dr. Gray's, and returns 
with the report that the latter was quite wrong, and that it was a mercy 
he (the patient) thought of going to Edinburgh before it was too late. 
Dr. Gray assures us that he is not smarting under wounded pride—quite 
the contrary,—as he has just foand that a patient returned from one of 
those clandestine visits to “town” with precisely the same prescription he 
himself had given bim—a prescription, moreover, for which he originally 
paid half-a-crown, but which as repeated to him in Edinburgh cost him 
one guinea, besides travelling expenses. The metropolitan practitioner, 
when such a patient brings with him no letter from his regular attendant, 
should ask whether he has been under treatment, and if so, under whose ; 
on ascertaining which, he should give the patient a note to take back to 
his original attendant. This would involve a little trouble, but not more 
than professional comity demands. It would promote the amicable rela- 
tions which ought to subsist between town and country practitioners ; 
and while the “Gideon Grays” would secure their shillings, it would not 
deprive the city magnates of their guineas. 

M.D.—We agree with our correspondent that the charges of druggists are 
excessive, whether to surgeons or to the general public. 


Tas Hyroeats or Cutorat, 
To the Editor of Tan Lancet. 

Srx,—Being the first to import the above into the United Kingdom, and 
now making it one of our leading articles, we are naturally interested in 
anything connected with it. The exceedingly great value of chloral, not only 
as an opiate, but as the best known, up to the present time, is placed be- 
Youd Sous, on ts ovidant trom the fast that sine Be. Coser Lituatshs ve 

it to the public it has been daily gaining favour t 
and America, and the demands made upon us for it now amount 

'¢ to several cwts. per month, and, as a rule, are in advance of the sup- 
; im fact, for the last six months the demand for 
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To the Editor of Tux Layczt. 

Sia,—“ A Subscriber” in issue of wishes to know the 
gosataile ng to extibis ot chloral. I found Ferris and Co.’s 
Te, of pte reparation, and since, 

was aware such a even 
and found the following resend salt 
ebloral, eg eocetnn, bat a drachm; dist 
ix. ours ° 
Portobello, April 23rd, 1870. A. M. T. Rarreay, M.D. 
To the Editor of Tax Lawont. 

Si2,—In answer to “ A Subscriber,” I believe Mr. Squire recommends as 
the best vehicle for the administration of hydrate of chloral, either the aqua 
Te acti h, of the B.P. or the of tolu. Ferris, Boorne, and Co.’s 

ydrate is said to be Cae oSear ae ETERS Lay 

ours, &c., 

Joszra Taomrrox, Jun. 


“A Dazive ayp Sucorssrci Orzratioy.” 
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has been successfully performed in the Driffield Cottage 
. Britton. The case is said to have been one of cancerous 
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too like a puff (inserted probably by an indiscreet friend) of 
operator, and this feeling is not diminished by the occurrence of the 
+ has never 
of members of the teal 
ts being attempted” ! oA 
Mr. H, @. Knaggs, (Keutish-town.)—Our correspondent's case is an uncom- 
mon one. He may be congratulated on his satisfactory progress to 
health. 
H. (Sydenham) should put the debtor into the County Court. 
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and several 
London have dis- 








Tax New Bitt ayp Meprcat Maw wrre Owe Qvatrrication. 
Non-Registered.—A medical man who at the time of the passing of the new 


in the following clause (24), of which we highly approve -— 
bad a has obtained before the passing of this Act a qualifica- 
tion to practie in medicine or in surgery, ot in some branch of medicine 
or in some branch of surgery, and not in all the branches of medicine 
ay Clee ct any be prodien 0b dal taal La 
on ' as ma an 
sceo ender ats aan ' 
Week.—Our correspondent will find his principal question answered in our 
reply to “ Non-Registered.” A medical man holding only a surgical quali- 
fication will have no right to practise medicine, and vice versed, as at pre- 
sent—that is to say, he will have no legal claim for services other than 
those consistent with his qualification. We must decline becoming pro- 
phetic as to the fate of the Bill. 
Tux communication of Dr. Sweeting (Stratford) shall receive early publica- 
tion. 
Syme Txsrrmoniat. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Srn,—Permit me in your widely circulated columns to thank the numerous 
pupils and admirers of Mr. Syme in all parts of the world who have for- 
warded to me subscriptions towards founding a Fellowship in the Edin- 








burgh University to perpetuate his name. In particular | beg that you will 

acknowledge the following sums collected by Dr. George Hogarth Pringle, 

of New Zealand, amounting to £25 4+.—viz. : 

Dr. Wi Goulburn . £21 1 ©} Dr. M*Kenzie, Bowenfela..21 1 0 

Dr. ens ave ee eee L 1 ©} Dr. Cameron, Richmond... 2 2 0 

Dr. M‘Laaurin, H.M.S. Chal- Dr. Bowman, ditto 560 
pathy teen! 1 1 ©} Dr, Sy 550 

Dr. . 1 1 0} Dr. G, Pringle, Parra- 

Dr. M ‘ ditto 1 1 0} matte 650 

Dr. Rowling, Mudgee 110 





Pe a | 





The sum now to £1625; but nearly £900 are stil! 
required to carry out thoroughly the objecis of the testimonial. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Cuastas Muscutsor, M.D., LL.D. 
Wimpole-street, April 23rd, 1870. 


Cmotena tx THE Duccay. 

A rapvtar statement has lately been drawn up by E. Balfour, Esq., Depaty 
Inspector-General, Indian Medical Depar t, showing, so far as infor- 
mation is available, the admissions and deaths from cholera in each 
month, in civil and military stations of the Hyderabad State, through a 
series of years from 1857 to 1889. The object in view was to ascertain the 
periods of the year in which cholera occurs in the Hyderabad territories. 
Of the total 6316 deaths, 3726 occurred in the four months of May, June, 
July, and August. In Akolah, Ellichpore, Secunderabad, and Hyderabad, 
it has been present in every month of the year. 

Dr. T. Hall Redwood's paper on “ Perforation of the Stomach” shall be in- 
serted as soon as practicable. 





Tas Boecs Guweeat Invpiemanry. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sra,—I have perused your article in the last number of Tax Laycer, 
relating to recent events at the Bucks Infirmary, and beg to thank you very 
heartily for the kind expressions contained in it. 

You state in the article pains te Cae 5 8 Be wetter ee ae 
from the eangeens welsh, so 6 es , | was entit 
Allow me to say that (although aks seeeee® Dery weeeeany cages 

of the week” when the accident was brought to as, the 
) the senior sur- 
consideration 
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Yours sincerely, 
Tar tats Ho 


Great Berkbampstead, April 26th, 1970. 
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Transrusion or Buoop. 

De. Bearry, at a late meeting of the Obstetrical Society of Dub‘in, detailed 
@ successful case of transfusion of blood. The patient was a young lady 
who suffered from great hamorrhage after a premature delivery. As a last 
resource, when almost moribund, ten ounces of blood were taken from the 
husband's arm, and injected into the median basilic vein by Dr. M‘Donnell. 
The result was satisfactory, the patient making an excellent recovery. 


Sitrverzock’s Lapers. 

Aurnoven these labels are probably known to many practitioners, as wel! 
as to most chemists and druggists, we may take this opportunity of saying 
that we have received some fresh specimens of them from Messrs. Silver- 
lock. They are calculated to be extremely useful to persons engaged in 
dispensing. The labels are admirably printed so as to catch the eye and 
Save time; and the saturation tables from Dr. Attfield’s work can be 
hung up in such a position as to make the information they contain 
readily accessible to the prescriber or dispenser. 


Army Mepricat DerartMeEn?®. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

S1re,—The subjoined quotation from your article of the 23rd instant on 
the “ Medical Attendance for the Poor” is full of important meaning to our 
department at the present time. 

“ We should welcome ee which would tempt an earlier retirement 
from the naval and military services, in order that Poor-law, criminal, 
police, and civil practice might re»p some of the many advantages those 
Services secure, but which cannot be obtained in civil life.” 

In order that your idea might bear fruit, so far as the army ea 
one small concession on the part of the Government is reqa’ J Ht is 
well known that for many years there has been a sirong feeling throughout 
the department that Government would with advantage concede the pri- 
vilege of retirement on £1 a day on completion of twenty years’ full-pay 
service. Under present regulations, a medical officer can claim retirement 
on 12s. a day afier twenty years’ service ; but should he, on the report of a 
Medical Board, be considered unfit fur further service, he is allo to retire 
on 16¢. 6d, a day. The absardi'y of this regulation is only equalled by its 
injustice. The zealous and vigorous medical officer, who has taken his full 
share of tropival service, who has always done his duty, and whose name has 
seldom or never been borne on the sick-list of his regiment, however anxious 
he may be to return to civil life at the end of twenty years, is anable to do 
80 on account of the smallness of the pension; whereas any one of A.M.’s 
hard bargains (rare indeed in the medical department of the army), who has 
cost the State more than his services were worth, and who has spent a con- 
siderable portion of his time et sick leave, may have no difficulty in passing 
a Board, and retire on 4s, @@-more a day than his hard-working confrére. 
Since the regulation cal force, on the Ist April, 1867, a solitary indi- 
vidual has, | believe, #dvantage of his privilege of retiring on 12s. 
ce. aes of the regalation, intended, no doubt, to be a boon, is vir- 
tually, therefore, a dead letter. But I would call particular attention to the 
fact that even those medical officers who would have no difficulty in passing 
a Board, prefer remaining in the service, for the simple reason that 16s. 6d. 
is not sufficient inducement for the:n to go, and men are retained whom it 
Would be »n advantage to the coun! r, for ace on the retired list. Were retire- 
ment on £1 a dayafter twenty years’ full pay service conceded, it would be an 
addition of only £64 to the pension of t who could avail themselves of 
it; and what would be the advantage ? There would be an end to the stag- 
nation in promotion, which has now for years weighed on the junior mem- 
bers of the Eapervanans like an incubus, which has crashed out all hope of 
reaching a higher grade in the service, till, from long subordination, they 
have become soured and discontented. Moreover, those men who for various 
reasons might long for civil life, and whom it would be better to part with, 
would be able, without the risk of starvation, to retire and make way for 
their juniors ; a fresh current would be set flowing through the depart ment, 
capable of bearing to the higher grades men with minds and bodies still 
comparatively young and active; aud, finally, your idea would have a pro- 
spect of being realixed ; for in civil life there would be available medical men 
speciaily trained for duties, sach as those indicated by you, requiring a cer- 
tain amount of administrative ability. 

You have often before your wish to benefit the department, and a 
better unity than the present is not likely soon to occur ; for, as you 

us, it is on the eve of a com iggomgnniontion, the sole ad- 

of which to the juniors appears to be the privilege of dropping the 
nt.”’ Itcannot be expected that sacha mild sop as a mere change 

will produce that contentment which the head of the War Office no 
to see in all its departments, and which was ay me enun- 

a vital portion of the ee ~~ * Eke of the 
. Yours faithfully, 


A. M. D. 
Appiication por Sore Harv. 

suggests the use of a piece of some fatty membrane from 

fpetemd or Sheep, stitehed inside the heel of the sock, as a simple means of 

ees sore heels on pedestrian or shootimg excursions; and he asks 

“° the same expedient might not be available in cases of bed-sores 
» and skin abrasions generally. 

Mis. Harner, M-R.CS., the Mayor of High Wycombe, has written to the 

Free Press, contradicting a statement made by one of the 

afdians that he had refused to grant a summons under the Vaccination 














Ersom Cotirer. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 
—As one of the Life Governors of the Royal Medical Benevolent Col- 


loge, Epsom, 1 should be very giad if I could claim your interest to bring | 
the ruling powers of the College the pain which we all feel at the | 


emall number of vacancies for the large numb-r of poor boys desiring to gain 
Bdmission this year. At the some time there are ten vacancies for pen- 


Does it not seem as if these pensioners were having too large a | 


share of the benefits of an educational College? Provision for the aged 


and infirm is made in a variety of institutions, and it seems a thouraud 
thus, as it were, “to take the children’s 
Yours faithfully, 

A Lapy Live Goveryos. 


ties that they should be allowed 
April, 1870, 


Mr. E. Pinder, (Camberwell-green.)—A Bachelor of Medicine is a physician ; 
a Licentiate of a College of Physicians is also a physician; but neither 
ean entitle himself “ Doctor’ until he has obtained the summi in medicind 


honores, which only a University can grant. A Bachelor of Laws is a 
lawyer, and a Bachelor of Divinity is a divine; bat neither ean call him- 
self (or indeed does call himself) “ Doctor” till he has graduated Doctor 
of Laws or Doctor of Divinity. Why should medical practitioners 
ignobly covet and confer on themselves a title which the lawyer or 
the theologian, in a precisely similar stage of graduation, never dreams of 
assuming till he has earned the full degree? The public, however, are 
becoming cognisant of the special import of professional titles, and will 
not fail to relegate to his proper category the usurper of a degree which 
does not legally belong to him. Pinderum ie studet emulari has 
before his eyes the warning sung by Horace (Odes IV. 2, ad énit.) 
Quack ADVERTISEMENTS. 

L. 0. P. D. should make a specialty of quack detection, while his services 
ought to be retained by the Medical Council. He has just succeeded in 
unearthing the author of a quack advertisement, addressed to consumptive 
patients, and heralded by a blasphemous use of scripture. When such 
persons can with impunity practise, the inefficacy of the existing Medical 
Act becomes painfully manifest. 


De. Trpy’s Test ror AtnumEn. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Srr,—I write to say that I have been trying Dr. Tidy’s new test for albu- 
men by means of equal volumes of acetic and carbolic acid« mixed, and have 
found it a very convenient test for smal! quantities of albumen in urine. If 
a small quantity of the urine in Bright's disease be mingled with five or six 
times its volume of water, Dr. Tidy’s test shows the presence of albumen in 
the fluid. As yet I have not found any similar reaction in ordinary urine. 


Yours obediently, 
April 22nd, 1870. Caarues Devspate, M.D. 


Eeratvm.—lIn our last week’s annotation on the Civil Service Estimates, a 
typographical error makes it appear that the expenses of inquiries under 
the Pablie Health Act are estimated for the current year at £23,000; the 
actual sum is £2300. 


Comuuntcattons, Lerrers, &c., have been received from — Prof. Gamgee ; 
Dr. Murchison ; Mr. Sp Wells; Dr. Meadows; Dr. L. Aitken, Edin- 
burgh; Dr. Drysdale; Mr. Hovell; Mr. Curran; Mr. J. Mariel, Lichfield ; 
Mr. Lowman ; Dr. Danean, Edinburgh; Dr. Maudsley ; Dr. Hemingway, 
Steeple Aston ; Messrs. Howe and Co.; Mr. Roberts, Malvern ; Dr. Guppy, 
Falmouth ; Mr. Huxley, St. Martins; Dr. Hooper; Mr. Supple, Colton; 
Mr. Lawrence; Dr. Whalley ; Dr. Gourley, West Hartlepool; Mr. Oulton ; 
Dr. Fryer; Mr. Thompson, jun., Nottingham ; Mr. Douglas; Mr. Atehley ; 
Mr. Robinson, Salford; Mr. Williams, Burton-on-Trent; Mr. R. Simon, 
Dursley ; Mr. Brazier ; Mr. Poole; Mr. Braumiiller, Wien ; Mr. Chadwick 
Mr. Duncan ; Dr. Crisp; Dr. Green; Dr. Merton, Glasgow; Mr. Harvey 
Dr. Thornley, Newry; Mr. Maw, Broseley; Mr. W. Jones; Mr. Barrow, 
Manchester ; Mr. Worthington, Lowestoft ; Dr. Cortis; Mr. W. Smith ; 
Dr. Rattray; Mr. Steans; Mr. J. Adams; Mr. Kueggs; Mr. F. Farland, 
Woolwich ; Dr. Williams, Bradford ; Mr. Gibbs; Mr. Pike; Dr. Crombie ; 
Mr. Thorpe; Mr. Whiteley; Mr. Brien; Mr. Gregson; Mr. Haddon, Yar- 
mouth; Mr. Horne, Halifax; Mr. Fox ; Dr. Crispi, Brussels ; Mr. Jenkins ; 
Mr. James, Nantwich ; Mr. Oxley ; Mr. Greene, Durham ; Mr. Mayne, Tan- 
bridge; Mr. Norris, Chester; Mr. Birtwhistle; Dr. Beckitt; Mr. Wilson, 
Brighton ; Dr. Lyle, Exeter; Mr. Herbert, Billinghurst ; Dr. Pennefather ; 
Mr. Morgan, Ipswich ; Mr. Smith, Stirling; Mr. Goodall, Birmingham ; 
Dr. Jeaffreson, Framlingham ; Dr. Angove, Camborne ; Mr. Babb, Aber- 
deen ; Dr. Jones; Mr. Leacock, Falmouth ; Mr. Peggram, Lower Totten- 
ham; Dr, Davies; Mr. De Laine, Chichester; Mr. R. Deakin, Hulme; 
Mr. Comfield; Mr. Datton; Mr. Thorne; Mr. W. Travers, Sunderland ; 
Dr. Heslop, Birmingham; Mr. Palmer; Mr. B. Lamond; Mr. Manning, 
Edgware; Mr. Holland, Great Grimsby ; Mr. E. Smith, Whitehaven; 
Mr. French, Walsingham; Dr. Laseron ; Mr. Harris ; Mr. Denman, Peter- 
borough ; Mr. Davies, Morriston ; Mr. Walters; Mr. Worsley ; Mr. Wright, 
Ipswich ; The Vice-Chancellor of the University of London ; M.R.C.V.8.; 
Medicus; A Lady Life Governor; The Inspector of Salmon Pisheries ; 
H. J.; Civil Surgeon ; M.D. and L.R.C.P.L. ; Non-Registered ; A Surgeon 
Delta; Observer; G.C. D.; L. 0. P. D.; J. M.; Veritas; ——, 
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Caleatta 

A Constant Reader ; On Leave ; A M. D.; A Non-Sceptical Staff Surgeon 

| The late House-Surgeon of the Bucks Infirmary; Clericus; M.D.; H. 
Medical Society of London ; J. 8. ; &c, &e. 

American Jowrnal of Syphilography and Dermatology, Chorley Standard, 
| Downpatrick Recorder, El Eco de las Ciencias Medicas, Brighton Gazette, 
Califorma Medical Gazette, Edinburgh Evening Courant, South Bucks 
| Free Press, Beverley Reeorder, North Wales Chroniele, Bradford Deily 
| Telegraph, Scarborough Gazette, Western Daily Mercury, Kidderminater 
i 
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Times, Liverpool Daily Courier, West Sussex Gazette, Fulmouth Post, 
and Bowrnemouth Directory have been received. 








| TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LAN 

| Por 7 lines and under . 

¥or every additional line...... 

The average number of words in each line is 

Advertisements (to ensure insertion the same week) should be delivered at 

| tre Office not later than Wednesday ; those from the country must be aceom- 
panied by a remittance. 












